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ABSTRACT

Usually the relationship between states is explained by behaviors
based on maximizing power and benefit. This article introduces a
different model for explaining the relationship between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States of America
governments, which focuses on “struggle for recognition". States
want their identities recognized as an independent sovereign unit,
their respect as an equal member of the international community
and their dignity as a member of special qualities in the
international arena and they struggle and fight for getting their
desired recognition. States not only take action to gain different
interests, but also to defend who they are, the interests of states
are not merely material and individual, and governments, self-
descriptively, want to affirm their historical narrative by others
and be accepted into the international community. This paper
using the qualitative method of critical discourse analysis and;
based on Axel Honneth theory shows that "struggle for
recognition" has been the main motivation for the formation and
continuation of the conflict in Iran-US relations and the
determining factor in the confrontational relations between these
States. It also argues how these governments recognize each
other, focusing on binary representations of “self and the other”
and given the identity narratives of each state. For this purpose,
the special context of the Iran-US conflict on the nuclear issue
has been applied.
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