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Introduction

The main purpose of this article is to answer the question of how the presence of
women fighters in the Iran-lraq war affected their perception about traditional
socio-political roles. We believe that the direct presence of women in war is a
major factor that has led women to question these traditional roles, and this has
led to fundamental changes in their demands. The transfer of these experiences
in the form of memoirs, films, stories, and other social tools paved the way for
the spread of change among other women. To investigate and prove this claim,
we conducted in-depth interviews with women fighters and used the content
analysis method to explain how and what these developments are.

Methodology

Reflection theory, which follows the conflict between structure and action, can
be a suitable template for this research. Theorists in this field know the structure
in the minds of individuals, which is the knowledge and rules that are used in
social practice. Thus, a change in the mentality of individuals can lead to
changes in social relations and action, and neglect in recognizing it can leave
irreparable socio-political consequences. Usually in social crises and certain
historical periods, and as necessary, the mental structures of the social actors
change, so that wars can cause these crises and necessitate changes in social
action. The Iran-Irag war also brought about sweeping changes in this area, with
a change in the mentality of women about their socio-political roles being one of
these profound changes.

Interviews with women who were directly involved in the war well illustrated
the evolution of these women's mentality, and the content analysis method
helped us to substantiate our claims by extracting the concepts and themes
needed for research from the text of these interviews. Both quantitative and
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qualitative content analysis methods have been used in this research. That is,
sometimes we interpret the interviews (qualitative content analysis) and
sometimes we show its repetition element in the interviews to confirm it. In this
case it should be said that the repeatability feature in quantitative content
analysis. This is how a list of keywords is created to count them, which can help
measure variables. In fact, at this stage, by coding, recognizing the underlying
themes and categories is targeted. Repetition and any reference to the desired
code or content that confirms this code can be a way to achieve the desired
answers. In fact, the method of this research is a combination of qualitative
method and interpretation and also quantitative analysis.

Conclusion and Analysis

We followed the background of this research in Persian and English sources. In
English Language Sources: Keshab Giri (2021) in her article “Do All Women
Fighters Experience War and Peace Uniformly?” She was closer to our research
than any other source. Complex and cross-sectional (transverse) women warriors
deal with war and believe that war can be a transformative. Experience for
women that opens the door to new knowledge and opportunities for them.
Among Persian sources, Gholamreza Jamshidiha (2007) in the article "Women's
experience of war" has a different view on the role of women in war. The article
"Women's Experience of War" takes a different view of the role of women in
war, The similarity of his work to this research is in highlighting the different
experiences of women fighters in war that are not in line with their traditional
roles. She writes: Different groups of women have been present on the battlefield
in different ways and have touched it closely. The various roles of nurse, rescuer,
reporter, logistics manager, warrior driver, burial guard and guardian of martyrs'
graves are other roles that besides the role the wife, mother and child of the
warriors are and have been less discussed so far. Koolaee and Abedi (2012) in
their article entitled "The Impact of Genie Irag and Iran on the Social Roles of
Iranian Women have examined the effects of the war on the status of women.

In this study, six women fighters were interviewed, which were conducted in the
form of semi-structured interviews. In the sense that the questions were prepared
in advance, but the answers were open. These women, who were generally from
traditional families, cited in their interviews topics that provided the basis for our
argument. For example, in the data analysis, the two words urgency and
patriarchy appeared in different ways, leading us to the conclusion that during
the patriarchal war period, families and society ruled, but there was a shortage of
manpower in the first months. War and urgency paved the way for the presence
of women. The ability of women to perform their duties on the fronts has cast
doubt on the taboo of women's presence on the fronts, leading women to reflect
on their traditional roles. In post-war society, because of the privileges (though
discriminatory of men of war) given to these women, conditions were created for
them to attend universities and workplaces. These developments accelerated the
process of reflection in these women. Women fighters expanded the scope of
reflection on traditional roles in society by transferring their experiences to other
women in various ways, such as by recording their memories. Changes in socio-
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political demands were evident in interviews with women fighters. The repetition
of the code of discrimination and the demand for gender equality in all private
and social spheres, and even in the application of concepts such as hero or
politically appropriate, such as the ministry, can be considered as the results of
this reflection.

Keywords: Iran, Iragq, War, Women, Traditional Discourse, Political and Social
Roles, Reflection and Rethinking.
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