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Introduction

Economic transparency is one of the most important indexes in democracies, so
failing in control of economic corruption will lead to the political legitimacy of
government, trust crisis to civil society and assemblies and cleavage between
state and nation. Transparency and incorruptibility of government, governmental
and civic elites has important role in healthy, dynamism and consolidation of
democracies. Today, corruption or none economic transparency especially from
institutionalized one, is the important challenges of democracies or semi
democracies. Civil society and their assemblies are as the most important
agencies in furthering of transparency, legality, supervision of government and
combat with corruption. If civil society infringe of this tasks, then will lead to
power based and political- or uncivil society. So, civil society can do important
role in preventing of institutionalized and systematic corruption. Economic
corruption is one of the important challenges of today Iran’s government.
Economic corruption diminishes the government’s legitimacy and efficiencies
and in turn jeopardizes the society’s stability and national security. Today, many|
intellectuals and professional and civic activists participate in anti- corruption
demonstrations; governments’ reaction to social movements and protests has
been various. Mass media as organizational bodies of social forces and civic
society can role in articulating of challenges and critiques, law breakings,
corruptions and infringe of citizenships rights and exposed to corrupt individuals
and groups in public opinion’s monitoring and evaluations. In practice, if there is
free circulation of information and independent civil society and assemblies, then
more the political cost and scandal of corruption. In 2021, Iran’s rank in
economic transparency was 149; this score shows the low level of transparency.
If there isn’t real and serious anti-corruption action and surveillance, then more
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possibility for increased systematization of corruption in Iran. In this study, the
authors have tried to answer this question “to what extent, the civil society
performance on tackling the economic corruption and institutionalizing the
economic transparency has been satisfactory and acceptable, and why? In this
study, has been used from two levels of analysis: structural level (by emphasis
on government) and Agency level by attention to malfunctions of civil society
and civil assemblies.

Methodology

This study has been done with structured interview method with 15
questionnaires with important items follow that: actions of civil society in
demanding and economic transparency, achievements and successfulness of civil
society, the extent of their faithfulness and serious endeavors in combat on
corruption, socio-political and economic impediments and challenges and the
extent of attitude — intellectual, cultural and practical supports of society with
civil actors and assemblies. In this study, having adopted a qualitative method,
through interviewing with university professors- elites and civic activists. The
samples of this research composed of: 20 persons of famous civil activists and 20
persons of universities elites and professors and in four specialized course:
Political sciences, law, Economics and social sciences. In gender perspective,
males are 23 and females are 17 persons. 22 persons have Ph.D. and 18 samples
are M.A and Ph.D. candidates.

Results and Discussion

The main question was the evaluation of civil society’s acts and achievement.
The majority of interviewees (2 thirds samples) believed that principally there
isn’t vigorous civil society in Iran and without serious achievement in combat on
corruption and institutionalizing of transparency. The few of interviewees ( 1
thirds) believe that civil society and assemblies has had good achievements in
awakening and informing on economic, causes, contexts and it’s agents
especially by using of ICT’s capacities and social networks, but it’s
achievements was at the level of awakening and not beyond of that. Civil
societies partly have been successful in emphasis on combating on corruption as
a public demanding.

In structural perspective, the majority of interviewees believe that the structural —
governmental impediments located in the first position in preventing of
economic transparency, follow that: political centralism, absence of admirable
political pluralism, little independence of civil society, in serious willing in
sovereignty, relative economic centralism and absence of serious independence
in professional and civil assemblies. In agency perspective, little of semi
interviewees believe that civil society hasn’t willing to activity on emphasis on
corruption combatting, but partly more than semi of them believe that civil
society are eager for this aim but has not yield serious role and action for
transparency and combat on corruption due to absence of consensus, common
sense, none economic independence and governmental impediments, meanwhile,
the structural governmental impediments are more role than agency level (civil
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society) in preventing of economic transparency.

In pathological perspective, the absolute majority of samples in this study
believe in no transparency, politicization, no faithfulness and serious
commitment of civil society in economic transparency. The repercussion of this
situation is public in-trust to institutions or trust gap between citizens and civil
society. In absence of general trust, no trust to serious public demanding,
protection of public opinion and the genesis of public movement for
transparency and combat on corruption. The majority of civil society and
assemblies has been politicized and couldn’t institutionalize corruption counter
and transparency as a behavioral culture. Of course, they believe in civil
assemblies such as professional and university students unions, media activists
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as faithful and transparent agents
or actors in awakening and furthering of justice and transparency. So, they
believe in difference and divide between these actors and parties. In sociological
perspective, none companion of masses and social body with civil society is the
one most important factor in absence of real achievement for transparency, the
most important reasons follow that: none-serious action in civil society to public
education and citizenship building, power-based of them and the much political
repercussion of companion to civil society in transparency.

Conclusion

Economic corruption is one of the most important challenges of democracies and
none- demaocracies, economic transparency is one of the important indexes in
determination of political systems healthy and their legality. Study of economic
corruption and transparency needs to multi-level of analysis: macro
(governmental), micro (individuals) and intermediate level ( civil society and
assemblies). Realistic analysis and evaluation the role and performance of civil
society in preventing of corruption necessitate a systemic analysis with emphasis
on their weakness and achievements, governmental opportunities and limitations
and society’s supports. The general finding of this study the unacceptable
performance of civil society at preventing of economic corruption. The main
finding of this study shows the poor performance of the Iranian civil society
including Governmental impediments, and lack of legal, potential and
encouraging opportunities. On other hand, it is due to the weak and dismal
performance of the civil society such as failure in determining priority and
demonstrating seriousness to transfer the economic transparence to a public
demand and create an effective and continuous social movement, and ultimately,
that, due to the deference of opinion between the public and the civil society, has
had an effect here as well. In conclusion, some practical recommendations are
put forth to foster the supervisory and anti-corruption role of the civil society in
theoretical-thought, practical, governmental, and organizational domains.

In final conclusion, the important recommendation for institutionalizing of
economic transparency in Iran follows that:

A) In level of civil society and assemblies

1. Education and awakening by civil society with these elements: education and
socializing with civic values such as: justice, participation, responsibility,
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accountability, incorruptibility, transparency and legality to youth and teenagers
2. Citizenship making with legal, civic and aware to citizenship rightsY .
Forming of overarching social movement for legal, transparent and
anticorruption as highest aim in public education by civil society. 4. using of
cyberspace capacities such as: communication-exchange, identity making and
mobilization with the aim of combat against of economic corruption and
mobilization of public opinion.5. Empowerment of inter and intra organizational
ties and relations for shaping of transparent culture and anti- corruption actions
6. Increasing and extension of institutional offices and membership in country
for gaining of masses, citizen and public opinion’s protections for transparency,
legality and forming an anti- corruption social movement
B) Recommendations in governmental level follows that:
1. Serious will and endeavor in government for give hope and legal, political and
fiscal opportunities to civil society with priority to economic transparency and
anti-corruption. 2. Realistically, government ought to expose its politics,
performance and surveillance institutions for pathology and critique of civil
society’s elites and activists 3. Much necessity for increased independence of
administrative and bureaucratic system from political main-streams for serious
combat to economic corruption and rent- seekers. 4. Decrease of state’s tenure or
enterprise in economy but by manners such as: step by step and gradual, more
transparency and public auction, closing of conduits to information rents for
rent-seeker and opportunists individuals and groups and continuous monitoring
on them 5. Government must pay attention to civil society’s monitoring as well
as formal and governmental monitoring 6. Realistically attention of civil society
and civil activists to logic and necessities of development, civic commitment and
responsibility irrespective of political mainstream or wing and party interests.

Keywords: Iran, Civil Society, Political Society, Transparency, Economic
Corruption
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