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Introduction

Electoral contests establish a special relationship between language and politics so
that they can apply values, attitudes, and themes that have unigque experiences in the
political arena and in any electoral campaign, to a set of metaphorical propositions
based on a temporary and momentary mental space to send meaning between the
speaker and the listener. In the meantime, based on the cultural context and the target
community, metaphor may be highlight or conceal showing the meaning of the
sentence in the semantic realm, or it may use one conceptual domain according to
another conceptual domain. Based on the new metaphorical theory of George Lakoff
and Mark Johnson, developed with The Metaphors We Live By, the importance and
place of metaphor in thought, action, and everyday experience as opposed to classical
metaphors confined to the realm of art; Was aesthetics and rhetoric, we see that it
represents the inevitable process of thought and reasoning in everyday experience in
general, and the field of politics in particular. From the point of view of cognitive
linguistics, understanding speech patterns in human interactions by metaphor is
influential in how we better understand propositions; because the foundation of the
application of metaphorical concepts understands based on metaphor and its
interactive features. The interaction and two-way communication between the
speaker and the audience and the contextual contexts of the formats that utter certain
words systematize revelation and concealment. Highlighting and Concealing
Conceptual Areas in Television Electoral Debates One of the means of persuading
the audience is to fight rival candidates or defend programs that are broadcast during
a radio or television program to influence target areas such as ethnic, religious,
occupational, and age groups. And increase gender, because the ultimate goal of any
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presidential candidate is to persuade voters and expect victory in gaining citizens'
votes. To this end, knowledge of the values, expectations, cultural context of society,
the problems of the political, social and economic day provides a good platform for
persuasion of potential voters by metaphors.

Therefore, we always use metaphorical concepts as ways of talking, debating and
conversing to construct one experience based on another. The metaphor of
"Argument Is War" is one of the things that turns conversation into a debate in which
the feeling of being at war from the experience of being in a war-like situation
expresses the nature of the debate, which is structured in eight structural dimensions.
The main question of the research is that metaphor is not a matter of words, but an
idea. In this study, we seek to find out what key metaphors have been used in the
form of concealment and highlighting in these televised presidential debates of 2021,
and what are the motivations for choosing metaphors by the candidates, and which
semantic domain has been used most in these metaphors. To this end, by transmitting
the audio file to the written text, to analyze and explore the metaphors of "war" and
its related concepts during the eight structural stages of attack, defense, retreat,
maneuver, counterattack, stalemate, truce and surrender/ victory and then
metaphorically determined, interpreted, and explained by "qualitative data analysis."

Shapel. The structure of the debate is based on the mapping of the
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1. Methodology

The present research is an applied research and has been done by qualitative-
exploratory method and the required data has been collected by library
method. After implementing the candidates' debates in a televised debate,
using "body-centered linguistics” as a field of linguistics that analyzes very
large collections of "figures." Using the "MAXQDA Qualitative Data
Analysis" software, the body of the research has been coded, concepts and
categories have been determined.

Excerpt from the full text of the three televised debates of the 13th
presidential candidates in Iran (2021) which took place on 15, 18 and 22 June
on the Radio and Television of the Islamic Republic of Iran with the
participation of: Saeed Jalili, Mohsen Rezaei, Ebrahim Raisi, Alireza Zakani,
Amir Hossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Mohsen Mehralizadeh and Abdolnasser
Hemmati have been prepared and all its metaphors have been categorized in
the form of tables based on the domains of origin and destination and
quantitative analyzes have been performed on them. The codes have been
interpreted and explained after conceptualizing and categorizing them
according to the motivation of the candidates in concealing and highlighting
the metaphors.

2. Results

2.1. Quantitative finding

From the implementation of the text of the three TV debates, a body of about
60,826 words was prepared, which is about 1% of the metaphor-to-text ratio.
Then, using qualitative data analysis software, 837 codes are extracted, and
then they are converted into concepts and finally categorized into 8 steps.
The frequency percentages are as follows: power (26 times), field (10 times),
destruction (8 times), defeat (7 times), commander (5 times), neutral (4
times) and penetration (3 times).

2.2. Qualitative findings

Content findings and data are structured in 8 categories at each stage, to
interpret and explain their theoretical relationships according to the discourse
of each candidate.

3. Discussion

The highest frequency of attacks was carried out by Zakani against Hemmati,
who referred to his tenure at the Central Bank as indiscipline, lack of
supervision, destruction of the national currency and bank corruption. In this
regard, Rezaei criticized Hemmati's performance for increasing the dollar
rate and said: "Is he an economist? How could he not recognize his
condition? His policy created a great catastrophe in the country's liquidity.
He added: "If I take over the government, | will ban him and a number of
others in Mr. Rouhani's government at the first opportunity, ban him from
leaving the country and send him to court, where | will prove how much the
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treacherous gangs have done to the Iranian people.” Jalili also considered
Hemmati as a part of the wrong approach and considered not doing things
and solving problems as not understanding the problem correctly.
Ghazizadeh Hashemi also mentioned the distribution of resources, the
existence of rent-looting and the devaluation of the national currency against
the dollar as shortcomings of the Central Bank. Raisi also used the metaphor
of "direction-space"” to refer to the increase in the "shouts" of the people,
which was a consequence of the management of the cabinet.

Examination of the textural layers of these sentences shows that the source of
the "error" is constructed on the destination domain of the "threat", and the
wrongdoer should be investigated for poor performance and monitoring of
the flow of the economy, which has led to economic obstruction, market
damage and destruction.

In the 2nd stage, Hemmati often puts himself in front of others on the
defense stage and says: "l am against five candidates. As a rule, under the
chairmanship of Mr. Raisi, the production of this sentence, contains the
metaphorical message "Confrontation Is Battle", which he uses to defend
himself, to defend the people, to defend the republic and to defend the voice
of your powerless power. This "defense" is a silent war against the people
and the marginalized. The name of his proposed government, "Third Voice:
Interaction from Home to World," reflects the choice of the "Third Way",
beyond the right and the reformist wing, to use his expertise as an
experienced economist to develop economic reforms and getting out of the
bad economic situation will give confidence to the political space again. At
this stage he uses the metaphors of "Understanding Is Knowing" and
"Knowledge Is Expertise". Mehralizadeh, using the metaphor of "field",
pointed to and defended the logical interaction with the world and the
governance model of social economy in the "reform government”. Jalili,
Rezaei, Zakani, and Raisi also defended their views from within the faction,
using the political literature of "being able" and having a "program."

In the 3rd stage: "I do not represent Mr. Rouhani," Hemmati said in a clear
statement because of the volume of economic attacks that have created
liquidity, inflation, rising foreign exchange rates, including the dollar, and
people's pockets. Hemmati has used the metaphor of "Knowledge Is
Expertise" and "Understanding Is Seeing" at this stage.

On the fourth stage, Zakani is the most dramatic performance to maneuver
on "Dealing with the Authorities", "Eradicating Corruption"”, "Eradicating
Lies", "Eradicating Poverty and Corruption"”, and "Basic Struggle with the
Strongest People”, among other topics he rejected the status quo and argued
for "ignorance," "unwillingness," and "failure." At this stage, he uses the
metaphors of "Problems Are the Root" and "Right Is Truth and Lies Are
Falsehood." Rezaei also uses the metaphor of "Root" to explain economic
corruption, that "economic corruption is rooted in disregard for culture and
manpower," and that "economic problems have economic roots." The boss
also uses the directional metaphor of "Silence Is the Sitting Manager" to
contrast the sitting / standing manager.
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In the fifth stage, In this regard, Zakani blamed "indiscipline in various banks
on why they set up properly and accurately” as the cause of "bank
corruption™ and the "high volume of bank super-debtors” and "lack of close
supervision of the monetary sphere” as the source of these issues and "He
called the destruction of the national currency.” Using the one-way metaphor
"Up Is High and Down Is Low", Zakani showed the relationship between
high accuracy and low scrutiny, saying "we deal with economic corruption,
administrative corruption and bureaucracy with the most severe punishment."”
Raisi also used the metaphor of "camouflage" to attribute the candidates'
cover-up to the reformists.

At the impasse sixth stage, neither candidate convinces the other, nor does
each insist on his own problem, solution, and agenda. An example of this
stage is in Ghazizadeh Hashemi's argument that "it is useless to give any
advice to my comrades.

In the seventh stage of leaving the conflict in these debates, three people
named Alireza Zakani, Mohsen Mehralizadeh and Saeed Jalili, after the end
of the televised debates, withdrew from the struggle and left the battlefield.

At the final stage, one of the present candidates wins and the others
surrender.

Conclution

Each candidate completes a linear sequence in eight directions: attack,
defense, retreat, maneuver, counterattack, stalemate, truce, and surrender/
victory. Creates that each candidate, based on the metaphors used in it,
exposes or obscures the policy, ideology, culture, and politics through values,
persuasion-emotional, political-ideological, and motivational.

Based on the findings of this study: 1) The use of metaphors by candidates
has led the audience to understand certain speech events of the prevailing
culture unconsciously and involuntarily, which is a kind of an objective
experience of war (motivational force). 2) Represents an alternative cultural
paradigm throughout the debate as a value norm. The prominence of the
government as a "divine trust" and the "way of governing Imam Ali (as)" are
examples of this model (value force). 3) Metaphor, as a multifaceted
phenomenon that includes three linguistic, perceptual and physical
dimensions, calls for a powerful perceptual tool to persuade the audience and
increase the emotional force in sacrifice, military service, shielding against
problems, etc. Problem solving is observed (persuasive-emotional force). 4)
The use of metaphors in the form of political-ideological components is a
form of legitimization of their own views and delegitimization from the point
of view of rivals that "highlight" the shortcomings of the rival, but "hide" or
marginalize cooperation, participation and problem solving. It can be seen
among the 7 representatives present in the debates.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, Election, Iran, TV Debate, War Metaphor.
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