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Introduction

Humans’ behaviors and actions are not always consistent with the original values
in their minds. Extensive communities and the necessity of coexistence with
different people and cultures inevitably oblige the individual to adapt and accept
external values different from internal values, and thus, external interactions are
not the result of internal thoughts; instead, people always try to maintain the
balance between internal values and external requirements in their daily
behaviors and decision-making. Tajadura and Tsakiris (2014) used the terms
inner self and outer self to show the difference between people’s behaviors and
thoughts. They believed that the inner self is related to things that cannot be
observed: emotions, attitude, values, beliefs, personality, thoughts, feelings,
fantasies, spirituality, intentions, and purpose; while the outer self-deals with
material aspects and its results are often observable (Tajadura & Tsakiris, 2014).
Gregory Bateson (1972) and Paul Watslawick (Watslawick, Beavin, and Jackson
2011) studied these phenomena extensively in human relations. There are social
situations where one gets stuck in contradictory commands. These paradoxical
situations range from the behaviors and attitudes of everyday life to the
paradoxical situations that exist in institutional structures and rituals. In the
current society of Iran, what is clearly understood in the field of political
behavior is that individuals do not accept the realities of their political, economic
and social system as ideal conditions and in line with their attitudes and mental
beliefs. The purpose of this study is a sociological explanation of the
contradiction between political thought and behavior of people by investigating
their meaning system of contradiction.

Methodology
The present study employed a mixed methods research design that focuses on
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qualitative and quantitative approaches in proposing the questions, research
methods, data collection and analysis methods, and representing the inferences in
a unit study. A purposive-theoretical sampling technique was used in the
qualitative section. That is, purposive sampling was used to select the
participants given the emerging nature of qualitative research, and theoretical
sampling was used by taking into account the qualitative data analysis method.
Probability sampling was used in the quantitative section to select individuals for
research purposes. An in-depth interviewing technique and a researcher-made
questionnaire were two main data collection instruments. In other words, the
primary technique for data collection in the qualitative section was the in-depth
interviewing technique. The text obtained from these interviews was the basic
material to extract concepts and categories and represent a paradigmatic pattern.
The researcher-made questionnaire was employed for data collection in the
quantitative section. Having determined the reliability and validity of the
questionnaire, the questionnaire was employed for data collection and testing of
research hypotheses.

Results and Discussion

Figurel. Test of research hypotheses
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The findings of the qualitative section identify five factors in the contradiction
between citizens’ political thought and behavior. These factors include hope for
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the future, national identity, weakness of democracy, loyalty to the system, and
cultural weakness. Furthermore, political distrust acts as a mediator variable and
the core category. Accordingly, the research hypotheses based on the concepts
extracted from the qualitative section in which independent variables affect the
contradiction between political thought and behavior through the mediator
variable of political distrust are:

Hypothesis 1: Democracy reduces the contradiction between citizens’ political
thought and behavior by reducing their political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 2: Cultural weakness increases the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior by increasing their political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 3: Nationalism increases the contradiction between citizens’ political
thought and behavior by increasing individuals’ political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 4: Loyalty to the system reduces the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior by reducing their political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 5: Hope for the future reduces the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior by reducing their political distrust of the system.
The PLS method was used to test the indirect effects of predictor variables on the
contradiction between citizens’ political thought and behavior through the
mediator variable political distrust. The results show that the independent
variables (weakness of democracy, cultural weakness, loyalty to the system,
hope for the future, and national identity) explain 69% of the mediator variable
of political distrust variance. Also, political distrust affected by independent
variables explains 16% of the variance of the contradiction between political
thought and behavior. The results confirm the first research hypothesis;
democracy through political distrust affects the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior. The effect of democracy on the dependent
variable with a 2.5 to 97.5% confidence interval is -0.244 and -0.113,
respectively: the better the quality of democracy and the more the system
functions following the standards of democracy, the less the contradiction
between the citizens’ political thought and behavior. The fourth research
hypothesis, loyalty to the system through political distrust affects the
contradiction between citizens’ political thought and behavior, is also confirmed.
The effect of loyalty to the system on the dependent variable with 2.5 to 97.5%
confidence intervals is -0.272 and -0.099, respectively, indicating that the effect
is decreasing. The increase in citizens’ loyalty to the system and their trust in the
system reduce the contradiction between their political thought and behavior.
Finally, the fifth research hypothesis, hope for the future through political
distrust affects the contradiction between citizens’ political thought and behavior
is confirmed. The effect of hope for the future on the dependent variable with 2.5
to 97.5% confidence intervals is -0.093 and -0.001, respectively, indicating that
this effect is decreasing: the more the citizens hope for better living conditions
economically and politically, etc. in the future, the less the contradiction between
their political thought and behavior will be. Other research variables had no
significant effect on the contradiction between citizens’ political thought and
behavior.
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Conclusion

The findings of the qualitative section reveal that the contradiction between
political thought and behavior should be explored via a process by which
citizens’ meaning system about the contradiction between political thought and
behavior and the related factors are discovered and examined. The most
important factors mentioned in the qualitative findings section of the study are
democracy, loyalty to the system, nationalism, traditional culture, and hope for a
better future. Citizens claim that their political action is not voluntary and Self-
willed; instead, they mostly take action or participate by encouraging and
influencing the other party’s wills (political system). However, compulsory
political action has not been confirmed in all study factors in the quantitative
section. The results of the quantitative section show that the citizens’ national
identity and cultural weakness were effective in the contradiction between their
political thought and action. In other words, increasing the spirit of nationalism
or improving citizens’ political and social culture has no effect on their level of
political trust in the system and, as a result, does not affect reducing or
increasing the contradiction between their political thought and action. The use
of the mutual benefit function for this group of participants contributes to
justifying the reason for their political participation. In contrast, the results of the
quantitative section about three factors of democracy, loyalty to the system, and
hope for a better future indicate that increased and improved quality of these
factors enhance political trust of citizens in the system and effectively decrease
contradiction between their political thought and behavior.

In analyzing the quantitative results of the research, if all requirements associated
with the contradiction between political thought and behavior are considered, it
can be stated that a two-dimensional attitude is dominated. The first attitude is
related to the right-wing (conservative) parties loyal to the system, which can be
referred to as religious people, given the religious identity of the system. The
same gaps and social damages that the Iranian nation claims, such as cultural
weakness, weak democracy, social divergence, the gap between the people and
the system, etc., are also agreed upon by those loyal to the system. Nevertheless,
they do not blame the Iranian political system because they believe that the
inefficiency of the governments which the people’s vote has selected is the
reason for such problems. The second attitude is related to citizens who often do
not have a political background, or if they have, it is not so strong that it can be
considered in a political group advocating or opposing the system. Generally,
this group of citizens is dissatisfied with the current political-economic
conditions and presents various reasons for their political participation and
supporting the political system. Hope for a better future and the weakness of the
system’s democracy are the second attitude of our discussion. The
authoritarianism of the political system that affirms a weak democracy and the
hope that favorable socio-political situations will be experienced in the future
oblige them to participate in political activities.

Keywords: Cultural Weakness, Nationalism, Loyalty to the System, Hope,
Political Distrust, Contradiction between Political Thought and Behavior.
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