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Introduction

Studying the Safavid dynasty and its impact on the political and social developments of
medieval and modern Iran's history raises essential issues in various political, social,
cultural, and ideological fields. The developments that took place in Iranian society during
the Safavid period (1148-907 AH / 1736-1501 AD) provided a platform for analyzing
political history and assessing the evolution of social and cultural dynamics in Iran several
centuries after its political fall. It also essentially requires understanding those changes.
The social and political arrangements, institutions, and unique cultures that the Safavids
produced or reproduced in Iran continued after their political downfall and marked the
beginning of a series of developments that subsequent dynasties (Qajar and Pahlavi) could
not escape. Moreover dismiss the political and social pattern created during the period in
question. This paper tries to provide a new narrative of the political and social
developments of this period by avoiding focusing on a single institutional or
organizational context or adopting any one-factor model to explain historical
developments. This paper tries to adopt the approach of historical institutionalism and
thus avoid focusing on a single institutional or organizational context or adopt any one-
factor model to explain the historical developments of Iran in the Safavid historical site,
the overall institutional configuration of society, interaction and interaction. The study
between institutions and reaction sequences in a broad institutional context.

Methodology

The present study is of the sociological-historical type and is placed in the framework of a
historical-analytical strategy. Historical sociology recommends emphasizing the
connection of a historical process that may not exist, and this implies that the present
includes the past; That is, the past we want to know is how it has been rebuilt. According
to this view, historical issues occur as a process, so their recognition must be done
longitudinally and in time. Understanding temporal relationships involve shifting the
focus from causal laws to explaining specific causal mechanisms. Causal laws mean
highly coherent relationships between specific variables in different contexts, and causal
mechanisms are the commonly observed ways in which events occur.
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Discussion and Result

The findings of this study confirm this view that At the end of the chain of events of the
tenth century AH, the Safavids were able to dominate the Iranian political arena by
defeating rival forces. The new actors sought to change the existing institutional
environment by entering the institution of power by merging the marginalized groups of
the former socio-political body into the new arrangement. The establishment of a political
institution with relatively new mechanisms facilitated the emergence of complementary
institutions and put fundamental pressures on rival actors, forcing them to adapt to new
contexts. In the process related to the path of primary institutional elections conducted by
the Safavid-Ghezelbash coalition, it gained more supporters and the socio-political
changes desired by the Safavids gradually received positive feedback. Sequences based on
positive feedback transformed the political atmosphere and social capacities in the
Safavid order and created exceptional dynamics that in the long run, were successful in
consolidating a specific institutional model in the socio-political configuration of Iran. In
this new arrangement, contrary to the larger narrative of Iranian history, which affirms the
authoritarian rule of the political institution and its superiority over other elements of
Iranian society, it seems that the characteristics of the institutional arrangement formed in
the "Safavid era represent a limited central governing institution through negotiation and
compromise. Some other institutions of society, such as tribes and clans, were governed
by urban elements such as artisans and merchants (bazaar) and religious elements
(scholars and jurists).

Conclusion

The main argument of the article is that the historical facts of the society in the Safavid
era cast doubt on the Statement that the unlimited power of the State did not allow the
formation and emergence of social forces and institutions independent of the State. A
review of Iran's political and social developments in a contemporary institutional
historical context shows that the dominant narrative in the works of theorists of the nature
of the State as an authoritarian and authoritarian State in the face of a passive and
powerless society. Iran is far away in the Safavid era. At the same time, the continuity of
currents and processes resulting from the changing social configuration of the Safavid
period, - linking the teachings of Twelver Shi'ism with the institution of government,
expansion and prosperity of economic sectors, redefining government relations with tribes
and clans that independence and autonomy Reproduced an institution in an institutional
arrangement, helping to explain the possibility of stability, order and regularity of the
institutional frameworks resulting from the historical event of the establishment of the
Safavid government. Accordingly, the power that the social and political forces had in the
configuration of the Safavid period continued in the social and political arena after the
Safavid period, and in a long-term and two-way relationship, in line with the power of the
government. Therefore, the Safavid period can be considered as the period of the birth of
a set of political, social and economic institutions and as an institutional heritage of this
historical period in a time process was transferred to the Qajar period and stabilized.
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