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Introduction

Knowing the ways to develop political participation, and the factors influencing
its level and quality in the political arena is very important, and many researches
in all countries with different types of political systems are focused on these
issues. Culture, gender, age, economic status, political structure, particular
actions and programs, party programs, etc. have an effect on political behavior
and affect their level and quality. Discrimination is considered to be a very
effective factor in political participation, which can be studied from different
political, social, economic, cultural, religious, etc. aspects. The basis of
discrimination in a society may be religious, political, gender, age, ethnicity,
class, party, etc. Among the types of discrimination, discrimination due to
ethnicity is more visible in different societies and previous studies have
confirmed the central role of race and ethnicity in politics. Discrimination on the
basis of ethnicity is one of the issues that affect society and politics in different
ways, and evaluating its effects on political participation is vital. Considering
Iran's ethnic and cultural diversity, this matter deserves serious consideration in
this country.

Assessing the relationship between feelings of discrimination and political
participation by distinguishing between types of discrimination and political
participation will help to better understand the issue. Our main problem is to
examine the effect of the feeling of political discrimination and social
discrimination on national and ethnic political participation in Iran.
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The main question is what effect do different types of discrimination have on
political behavior? To find the answer to this question, by separating political
and social discrimination as well as types of political behavior into two
categories, nationalist and ethnic, three sub-questions about political
discrimination and three questions about social discrimination have been asked:
1- What is the relationship between the feeling of political discrimination and
nationalist political participation? 2. What is the relationship between feelings of
political discrimination and ethnocentric political action? 3- Is there a difference
in the feeling of political discrimination according to the type of ethnicity? 4.
What is the relationship between feelings of social discrimination and nationalist
political participation? 5. What is the relationship between feelings of political
discrimination and ethnocentric political action? 6- Is there a difference in the
feeling of social discrimination according to the type of ethnicity?

Hypotheses: Our main hypothesis is that the effect of different types of
discrimination on different types of political participation is different. To
examine and evaluate this general and main hypothesis, six sub-hypotheses have
been proposed in accordance with the sub-questions of the research:

Hypothesis 1: Feeling of political discrimination increases the probability of
nationalist political participation.

Hypothesis 2: Feeling of political discrimination increases ethnic cohesion and
ethnic political activity.

Hypothesis 3. There is a difference in the feeling of political discrimination
according to the type of ethnicity.

Hypothesis 4: Feeling of social discrimination reduces the possibility of
nationalist political participation.

Hypothesis 5: Feeling of social discrimination increases ethnic cohesion and
ethnic political activity.

Hypothesis 6: There is a difference in the feeling of social discrimination
according to the type of ethnicity.

Methodology

A quantitative survey method and researcher-made questionnaire were used to
collect the information required for this study. The first part of the questionnaire
was dedicated to the personal characteristics of the respondents and indicates
their age, gender, ethnicity, city of residence, and... Questions related to political
discrimination and social discrimination as well as political participation were
assessed with closed-ended questions in the Likert scale. The items were
arranged on a five-point spectrum. To estimate the sample size, first, a
preliminary study was performed on 30 members of the statistical population to
determine the distribution of the studied trait (political and social discrimination)
and then using Cochran's formula with a 95% confidence level and 5%
probability accuracy, the volume a sample of 375 people was selected.

Result and discussion

The results of this study show that the feeling of political discrimination by
different groups, on average, increases the likelihood of their nationalist political
participation. This means that the greater the sense of political discrimination,

Ali Tadayyon-Rad. et.al., Investigating the Effect of Political and Social...




ﬁl!;;}) Research Letter of Political Science

-
the greater the degree of nationalist political participation.

Regarding the effect of the feeling of social discrimination on political
participation, the findings show that the more the feeling of social discrimination
increases, the lower the degree of nationalist political participation. Citizens of
one ethnic group, when they feel discriminated against by citizens of another
ethnicity, turn to introversion and ethnocentrism, and instead of participatory
actions and pervasive and nationalistic policies, they pay more attention to
actions focused on their ethnicity and group.

Conclusion

The results show the feeling of political discrimination by different ethnic
groups, the possibility of national political participation, and ethnic-based
political participation It strengthens them. As for the feeling of political
discrimination, the Arabs, Bakhtiari, and Behbahanis, respectively, feel more
political discrimination. As the sense of social discrimination increases, so does
national political participation, but so does ethnocentric political activity.
Different ethnic groups feel discriminated against in their daily social
interactions.

Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)

Political
Discrimination

Political
Participation

Social
Discrimination

Keywords: Ahwaz, Discrimination, Ethnicity, Political Participation,
Legitimacy, Political Institutions.
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