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Introduction

In recent years, due to the developments taking place in Iranian society, we have
witnessed transformations not only in the reference group of social members, especially
the young generation, but also in social values and norms, which have resulted in doubts
on traditional, religious, and political values. Such transformations have caused the new
generation to approach political values with more reservation and to develop some sort of
critical view compared to the first and second generations. As far as Kermanshah city is
concerned, factors such as the imposed war, recent devastating earthquakes, climatic and
environmental changes, high growth of urbanization and marginalization, increase in
education level, expansion of communication networks and modernization process, and an
increase in the activities of the political party in the city have brought about changes in the
political, social, and religious values of the society in general and the third generation of
the revolution in particular. Furthermore, the emergence of certain collective behavior
such as street protests in recent years also indicates fundamental changes in the political
attitudes of the new generation compared to the first and second. Hence, it seems that the
third generation has developed a more critical political attitude and less political loyalty.
Therefore, the objective of the present study is to develop an understanding of the
generational changes in the political reference group and its effect on the level of political
loyalty among Kermanshah citizens. The study seeks to answer two basic questions: 1)
what is the status of political reference groups among the first, second, and third
generations of the revolution? 2) What effects do the political reference groups have on
the level of political loyalty of the three generations?

Based on Mannheim theory, the process of socialization in the Islamic Republic of Iran
has been different before and after the imposed war. In the pre-war era, socialization
institutions of the people were the family, the Knowledge Corps, and the national media,
while in the post-war era and due to the development of communication networks, young
people are exposed to a variety of social norms spread because of the satellite and the
World Wide Web. In addition, issues related to environment protection, nuclear crises,
and the like have entered the evaluation process. This has led to the selection of different
reference groups compared to the pre-war era. Hence, the rate of political loyalty has also
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witnessed changes. Certain institutions, such as school, media and family, usually have
taken a positive approach. That is, they have strived to internalize the dominant values of
the society for younger generation in order to maintain the legitimacy of the political
system. Some other institutions, however, such as political parties, virtual social networks
and satellite media, with transnational goals, are trying to socialize young people based on
their own goals, which sometimes contradicts the goals of the social and political system
and causes a decrease in political loyalty among people.

Diagram 1. Theoretical model of the research.
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Research Hypotheses

There is a significant correlation between the generation group and the selection of
reference groups.Political reference groups influence political loyalty.

The average political loyalty differs among the three generations.

There is a significant relationship between the desire for globalization, political awareness
and political socialization on political loyalty.

Methodology

The current research is descriptive in terms of purpose, cross-sectional in time, and survey
in terms of execution method. The data has been collected through the structure
researcher's questionnaire tool. The statistical population of the current research was all
people between 15 and 65 years old living in Kermanshah city in 1400, which was a
population equal to 946,651 people. According to the large size of the statistical
population, using SPSS Sample Power software, the sample size obtained in this study
with the default of 0.05 for alpha, 0.84 for power and the coefficient of determination or
detectable effect size is 0.05, the number of 353 people. In this research, random sampling
was done. In order to measure the concept of the desire to become global from 14 items
in the form of a 5-point Likert scale, to measure the concept of political awareness from 3
items, political socialization including 4 dimensions, religious socialization index with 6
items, citizenship rights with 3 items, political trust with 6 Political justice has been
measured with 3 items. Cronbach's alpha coefficient values show that most variables
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have adequate reliability (more than 71%).

Result and Discussion

The results show that the average score of political loyalty is 85.47, which is lower than
the expected average. In relation to the political reference group, it can be said that the
average expected scores have a statistically significant difference with the calculated
average of all institutions under investigation, except for the religious institution. Based
on the results of the Tom Hines test, it can be concluded that the adherence of the second
generation to the family group is more than that of the third generation. The adherence of
the third generation to the media reference group is higher. Also, in order to determine
the origin of the difference in the religious reference group, it can be said that it is caused
by the difference between the average of the first and second generation and the third
generation group, and the values show that the first generation has more adherence to
religion; Therefore, in general, it can be said that the first generation (over 50 years old)
have taken the religious reference group as a model for their political beliefs, the second
generation (30 to 50 years old) has been formed by those who have chosen the family
reference group as a model for political activity and Finally, the third generation (less
than 30 years old) have been influenced by the media and their content in choosing a
reference group for political role models.

The results of the regression analysis show that the religious institution with a value of 110%
and the educational institution with a value of 136% had the greatest effect on the level of
political loyalty, and this means that for each unit of increase in the standard deviation of the
independent variables, as much as their beta on the loyalty variable. Politically, we will have
an increase in the standard deviation. The values of the institution of politics and media, which
show a negative value, indicate the inverse relationship of these institutions with political
loyalty. Also, the results show that the average scores of political loyalty are different
according to generational groups. So the root of the differences in average political loyalty is
the difference between the first and third generations, in such a way that the level of political
loyalty of the first generation is by a large margin higher than that of the third generation. In
other words, the first generation (people over fifty years old) have more political loyalty
compared to the third generation (people under 30 years old). Also, the political awareness
variable shows an inverse relationship between political awareness and political loyalty. In the
path analysis model, it can be said that the generational groups have an indirect effect on the
political loyalty

Diagram 2. Path analysis standard values.
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Conclusion

The research results show that generational differences and values and norms related to each
generation in Kermanshah city have caused different generations to consider different reference
groups for their socialization. Since reference groups are organized for specific purposes, each
reference group internalizes different values and norms in citizens. Therefore, we are in
contact with two reference groups, positive and negative. In general, based on the results of the
research, it was found that the first generation of the revolution (people over 50 years old)
consider the religious reference group as their political actions and have high political loyalty;
And the second generation (people between 30 and 50 years old) have chosen the family
reference group and the third generation group (people less than 30 years old) have chosen the
media reference group as a measure for their political actions. Therefore, the level of political
loyalty of the third generation is less than the previous two generation groups, which can be
said to a large extent because of the content of satellite programs and virtual networks, and of
course their influence on the political awareness of citizens, as well as their role in the
transparency of the country's political scene and showing inefficiency. It is people without
expertise who are superior to all the elements of the country. As much as the target group of
people agrees with the ruling political system, it leads people to political participation and
compliance with its moral principles.

Through different classes and courses, children and teenagers should be taught about the
media and how to recognize correct news. In other words, people's media literacy should
be improved. On the other hand, socialization institutions should not only deal with the
process of globalization, but also direct attention to these dimensions by familiarizing the
generations with the constructive dimensions of globalization, such as specialization and
the production of science. Finally, due to the generational difference between the first and
third generations and since the first generation group means people who are older, they
adhere more to the religious reference groups and considering the change of reference
groups among the first, second and third generations and reducing the institutional role as
an influential reference, it is necessary to review the methods of promoting religion,
especially the promotion of a certain type of religious attitude, and to avoid extremes and
trends that cause generational tension.

Keywords: Generation Groups, Reference Group, Political Loyalty, Political

Socialization Index.
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