\‘\ ly Research Letter of Political Science

Research Paper
The Nature of Rationalization in the Transition from Ancient Iran to
Islamic Iran; Transition from Mythical to the Religious Worldview

Hasan Tavzmle *Kamal Pouladiza Majid Tavasoli Roknabadi3°

1. Ph.D. Student, Department of Political Science, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Chaloos Branch, Islamic Azad University, Chaloos, Iran
3. Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

DOI: 10.22034/ipsa.2022.471
Receive Date: 02 October 2022

Revise Date: 14 November 2022
Accept Date: 06 December 2022

oIS

BT NG ©2021 by the authors, Licensee IPSA, Tehran, Iran. This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

For explaining Iranian transmission from the ancient period to the Middle
Ages, we can hire different approaches, of which Habermass' structure of
consciousness theory is one of them. Using this theory, the forward paper
concluded that in the transmission of ancient mythical consciousness to the
Middle Ages religious consciousness, Iranian political thought never cut its
connection to metaphysics. In the ancient epoch, myths and Zoroastrianism
were the most important sources of Iranian political thought, whereas in the
Middle Ages, Islamic sharia took this role. If, in the ancient period, the ideal
king was pivotal in Iranian political thought, in the Islamic period, Nabi, in
Ibn Sina and Sage in Suhrawardi got this place. In addition, in the ancient
era, there was a general law known as ASa that governed simultaneously
nature and society, whereas in the Middle Ages the sharia wore this cloth.
The main question is how we can analyze the nature of worldview
transmission from ancient to Islamic Iran. We hypothesized that the nature of
transmission from ancient Iran to the Islamic period could be explained by
Rationalization theory, i.e. Iran moved from a mythical worldview based on
a dual vision to the Islamic worldview based on a monotheistic insight.

Introduction

Rationality, considering this paper, is supposed to provide a framework for
explaining the stages of evolution in man's history. We are focusing on the
structures of consciousness, which show us how history progresses from a
lower to a higher level. This rationalization is consistent with the philosophic
approach on the one hand and Weber's historical and religious sociology on
the other hand. Thus, it could be considered an interdisciplinary approach.

Habermas, inspired by Max Weber's disenchantment theory and Karl Marx's
historical materialism, innovated a theory explaining the historical evolution
of societies which resolves the defects of Marx's theory related to different
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forces of historical evolution in which the role of culture was weak. The
rationalization of structures of consciousness through three phases illustrates
the nature of rationalization from one period to another.

In primitive societies and ancient civilizations, the mythical consciousness
has the responsibility of explaining the relations between man, nature, and
society. But in traditional society, the form of consciousness transfers from
the mythical and reaches the religious worldview. In the final stage,
rationalization as a societal force will drive some societies in Western
Europe from the traditional to the modern worldview.

We are willing to explain the rationalization process in Iran when
transmitting from ancient to the Islamic era or middle age Iran. Thus, the
main question of the paper is: in terms of different worldviews, how can we
explain the nature of the transition of ancient Iran to the Islamic period? To
answer this question, we hypothesize that the transition of Iran from the
ancient to the Islamic period could be explained as a rationalization by
transmitting from mythical cosmology based on dualism to a religious
worldview based on monotheism.

The consistency between religion and politics, on the one hand, and the
importance of the situation of an ideal ruler in Iran, on the other hand, are
some important features that connect ancient Iran to the Islamic period.
Therefore, understanding this kind of transition and moving from a mythical
to a religious worldview in Iran could be essential. We are not wrong if say,
many parts of Iranian political culture are inherited from the past, so
understanding this heritage is very important for understanding the
contemporary problems of Iran. The time range of this research will consist
of ancient Iran to the Islamic period.

Methodology

The research method that we employed is a critical method that is mainly
used by Frankfort school thinkers, including Habermas. Research done by
this method tries to go beyond the shallow and dominant stream and cast
light on the real structures which are hidden behind the events.

Result and Discussion

As mentioned in the epilogue, our main consideration in this research would
be the transition of Iran from the ancient to the middle ages periods. To
respond to this question, we employed the rationalization theory of Max
Weber and the structures of consciousness evolution made by Habermas.
Ancient Iran and other Mesopotamian civilizations were largely under the
effect of myths. Based on the mythical approach, there is consistency
between the earth and the heavenly system. Besides, the king is imagined as
the representative of God on earth. When Zoroastrianism arrived in Iran
about the 1st millennium BC, the rationalization process attained a new level
and Iranian civilization slowly started transmitting from a mythical to a
religious system. Based on the Zoroastrian narration, the world is divided by
Good and Evil as the two basic cosmic powers. Their long clash would be
ended by the victory of the Good at the end of history. In the middle of this

Hasan Tavan et.al. The Nature of Rationalization in the Transition from Ancient Iran to...




Research Letter of Political Science ‘\'\l!&j/l)
-
great battle, Ahura Mazda (The Good power) will create humans and the
physical world to assist him in putting down Ahriman (The Evil) and
winning the cosmological war. The ideal ruler is one of the main parts of
Iranian ontology in the ancient period. He is not only the representative of
God on the earth but also responsible for holding the truth (Asa), the class
system, and leading the civic system based on Zoroaster’s decrees. In
addition, there is a cosmological force called Farrah, which, with ASa, makes
the king to be loyal to justice.
In the 7th century, when Islam opened its way to Iran, the consistency
between civic and religious systems not only didn’t end but was also
empowered. When various Iranian, Greek, and Indian thought arrived into
the Islamic world, Muslim thinkers tried to rationalize their Islamic beliefs
and created Islamic scholastic theology (IIm al-Kalam). Ismailism was the
first group that tried to merge religion and philosophy. Based on their
thinking school, religion has an inside (Zahir) and outside (Batin) in which
the prophet (Nabi) is responsible for conveying sharia and the Imam is
accountable for explaining the bottom of religion. At this school, Imam has
an important and focal situation that without him the cosmological order will
face some serious defects. Therefore, the main result of political thought is
that the Imam should hold the leadership of society in his hands because he is
the only person who is aware of the hidden parts of the religion.
Farabi is the great founder of political philosophy in the Islamic world,
followed by Ibn Miskawayh and Ibn Sina in Iran. In Farabi's civic system,
philosophy was more important than religion, but in Ibn-Sina this goes vice
versa. The Prophet and sharia were placed at the highest point by Ibn Sina
and were considered the only legitimate rulers of Islamic society. It should
be mentioned that Ibn Sina, beyond Aristotelian philosophy, was attracted by
intuitive wisdom. Shihab ad-Din Suhrawardi followed him and completed his
work with the foundation of the Illumination philosophy (Hikmat-al-Ishraqg).
Suhrawardi put the intuition approach higher than reasoning and
philosophical method in his epistemology. He came to the result that the
Sage (Hakim) who is aware of Hikmat (wisdom) and philosophy
simultaneously should be the ruler of society.

Conclusion

The idea of progress is one of the main beliefs of some great thinkers, such
as Jurgen Habermas. He classified history into three periods: primitive,
traditional, and modern, which are matched to mythical, religious-
metaphysical, and scientific-philosophical worldviews. In this way, the
human being started to demystify from his beliefs and society and came to
the modern period and scientific-philosophic worldview. In this paper, we
employed Habermas ideas and reflected on the nature of evolution from
ancient Iran to the Middle Ages and discussed how Iranian political thought
transferred from an ancient mythical worldview to the monotheism and
religious-metaphysical worldview in the Islamic era and pulled into this
stage.
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As mentioned above, the process of rationalization in Iran went from dualism
and mythical consciousness in the ancient period to monotheism and
religious-metaphysical worldview in the Islamic Era. In this long period,
from the ancient to the Middle Ages, political thought kept its connection to
Iranian metaphysics. The elements such as cosmic law and the ideal ruler
ensured the cohesion of Iranian political thought from the ancient period to
the Islamic epoch. An ideal king as the representative of God on earth was a
holder and follower of cosmic law (ASa) which converted to sharia in the
Islamic term. Farabi appointed the prophet-philosopher as the ruler of
society. If at Farabi the first master was more a philosopher than a prophet,
Ibn-Sina changed this balance and gave the most credit to the prophet and
stressed that in the absence of Nabi, sharia would be the legitimate ruler.
With Suhrawardi and the appearance of mystical views (Erfan), this balance
remained and took some new aspects. The sage-ruler of Suhrawardi should
be connected with the Imaginational world (Alam al-Mithal) and have some
dignity for getting the support of the people.

As another important point in Iranian political thought, we should reiterate
that "Conquer" as a political approach could not get a legitimate position in
Iranian political thought from the past to the Middle Ages. Therefore, at least
in theory, Iranian rulers were not authorized to govern autocratically.

The comparison between Iranian and European political thought in the
middle ages makes clear an important point. In the late centuries of the
European Middle Ages, which were contemporary with the Iranian mystical
turn, an important change occurred in political thought by thinkers such as
Aquinas that drove politics out of theology in the Renaissance period. But in
Iran, this evolution didn’t happen and Iranian political thought still held its
connection with metaphysics.

Keywords: Rationalism, ASa, Ideal Ruler, Islamic Cosmology, Shia.
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