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Introduction

In Iran, in the last hundred years, the female identity has undergone significant changes
within the contexts of semi-modernism, the Islamic revolution, and Islamic reformism
discourses. These changes have fundamentally affected the status of women in Iranian
society. Throughout these developments, the condition of women has been regarded as a
social issue. Many people have considered the conditions faced by women to be
unfavorable and have sought to address these issues through modifications to the existing
social structure. At times, the condition of women has transcended being solely a social
issue and evolved into a social movement. Women, while seeking to understand the
underlying causes of their plight, have attempted to organize themselves through non-
governmental institutions and networks. They have displayed a willingness to make
sacrifices, and challenged both the government and defenders of the prevailing conditions
(Hayek, 2021: 91).

The study of women's status during the four decades following the Islamic Revolution
provides evidence of substantial and noteworthy changes in their position and role within
both individual and collective spheres. From the immediate aftermath of the Revolution to
its fourth decade, women have undergone profound transformations in their status. These
changes have given rise to a societal model of women that deviates from the model
endorsed by the government (Marabi, 2022: 215). Women have emerged as one of the
most significant social forces, transitioning from the private sphere to making a
significant impact in the public sphere in contemporary Iranian history. In different
periods of post-Revolutionary Iran, there have been shifts in the exercise of power. The
perception of power has also evolved, moving from an ideological and justice-oriented
perception focused on government to one that encompasses the everyday politics of life.
This shift in perspective has inevitably influenced the demands made by women.

In this research, we aim to explore the impact of evolving power perception on women's
demands in Iran, and focus on of women's movements on everyday politics that manifests
itself in the form of critiquing ideological discourses, striving for liberation, and
advocating for human freedoms. The research question addressed is: what conceptual
evolution has the women's movement in Iran undergone in the years following the Islamic
Revolution? The findings reveal that the trajectory of the women's movement in Iran
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demonstrates a shift from ideology-driven concerns to issues of everyday politics.
Women's demands have transformed to encompass protesting against power interference
in their private lives, challenging body subjugation, and striving for the realization of
human rights.

Methodology

The analytical-historical method is employed in this study. Epistemologically, there
are two distinct traditions: empiricism and interpretivism. One posits that scientific
methods employed in natural sciences should be utilized to study the social world,
while the other questions the feasibility of scientific methods and instead focuses on
the examination of ideas, norms, beliefs, and fundamental political values (Lemont,
2018: 54). Empiricism is mainly employed in explanatory research, while
interpretivism is a type of reflective research. The interpretive tradition, including the
analytical-historical method used in this study, rejects the application of natural
science methods in the social realm and instead investigates the underlying principles
and values of politics. Historical research is known to be one of the most challenging
research methods. Its distinction lies in its adherence to scientific standards,
differentiating it from mere historiography. Historians, striving for scientific validity,
seek to collect information on historical facts, develop conscious hypotheses,
establish appropriate criteria and indicators to measure variables, verify the credibility
of information, assemble and analyze documents in a systematic and objective
manner, and ultimately derive defensible research outcomes pertaining to research
questions and hypotheses (Sanjabi, 2011: 464). However, it is essential to note that, if
we strictly adhere to the view that science aims to establish provable laws, historical
research may not be considered as scientific (Delavar, 1992: 202).

Results and Discussion

In the modern era, the issue of women's identity and rights has gained political, social,
cultural, and intellectual dimensions due to the complex relationship between societies.
This issue has transcended national boundaries and has become a global concern. The
demands of women have evolved over time, reflecting the changing societal needs, and
the concept of power has played a significant role in shaping these demands.

The women's movement in Iran has a century-long history and has been influenced by
global shifts in women's thinking and the perception of power. Nevertheless, there has
been a significant delay in the theorization and political action of women in Iran. During
the Islamic Republic era, women's demands have shifted from ideological pursuits to
everyday power-related matters. The pursuit of improvements in daily life reflects the
influence of modernity, with intellectuals aiming to conduct liberating changes within this
context.

From an ideological perspective, women are regarded as holy individuals and hold a
special position of respect. This portrayal emphasizes their virtues of purity, patience, and
selflessness. They are seen as exemplary mothers, devoted wives, and valuable
contributors to their communities. This depiction is the traditional view of women, with
the added recognition of their pro-active presence in the public life. Intellectuals advocate
for women's participation in society, but their emphasis remains on the role of mothers in
raising children for the betterment of society. They view such women as significant
members of society, and are opposed to the idea of working mothers. The focus is more
on the name of the woman rather than the individual woman herself. According to this
perspective, a woman serves society through her commitment to her home, choosing to
wear the hijab, rejecting the values and policies of the previous Pahlavi government, and
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embracing the concept of a fighting woman as defined by Islamist ideals. By wearing the
veil (chador), following religious jurisprudence, and following the clergy, a woman
becomes a symbol of courage and resistance. She represents a cherished and powerful
entity, to the extent that the freedom of the society is believed to depend on the freedom
of women. In this framework, cultural liberation accomplished by women takes
precedence over economic independence, as it is seen as essential for achieving genuine
freedom in society (Yosef Madd, 2020: 214).

Following the Revolution, religious intellectuals such as Soroush, Shabestari, and Kadivar
attempted to present an individualistic, legal, civil, and rational interpretation of Islam in
defense of women's rights. They sought to revive the Islamic tradition with a minimalistic
approach to religiosity. The political developments from May 1997 empowered the
reformists, who aimed to promote a moderate narrative of religious democracy. Their
strategy involved exerting pressure from below and engaging in negotiations with higher
positions of power. The objective was to enable Muslim women to not only assume
maternal roles but also actively participate in various social spheres and hold political
influence.

As reformists were subsequently marginalized from the political arena, and with the
expansion of the information age and increased education levels, particularly the
significant influx of female students into universities, a new generation of intellectuals
emerged. These thinkers challenged the views of religious intellectuals and advocated for
everyday life, normality, and criticism of ideology. They employed postmodernist
methodologies and critical narratives to create space for women's presence and the
international defense of their rights. The rise of the internet and social media during the
2000s marginalized religious intellectuals in the public domain, giving way to a large
number of young thinkers with fresh ideas. Each of these intellectuals sought a different
way to liberation that transcended ideological and political narratives, within an
international framework focusing on the unofficial power in everyday life (Harris, 2023:
361).

Conclusion

This research explores the conceptual evolution of power, particularly in relation to
women's demands. It highlights how the focus of women's second-wave movements
shifted from social and civil power, symbolized by trade unions, political parties, and
justice-oriented social movements, towards protesting against power interference in their
private lives and the subjugation of their bodies. The pursuit of human rights has become
central to this shift. The findings of this research demonstrate that everyday politics
manifests itself through critiquing ideological discourse and striving for liberation to
enhance human freedoms in daily life. Furthermore, this research examines the
perspectives of intellectuals regarding women's issues. The new generation of Iranian
intellectuals not only incorporates women's concerns into their intellectual framework, but
also seeks to analyze these developments from women’s viewpoints. These intellectuals
recognize the shift in the concept of power, moving away from mechanistic account of
power towards everyday power. Consequently, they examine women's issues through the
lens of everyday life. The new wave of intellectuals aims to give greater prominence to
women's daily demands by challenging dominant narratives, particularly by critiquing
homogenizing ideologies.

When politics transitions from an ideological form to everyday politics, women's
demands take on different dimensions. Just as there has been a shift in political thought
from figures like Motahari and Shariati to Kazemi and Sadeghi, highlighting
individualistic, hedonistic, woman-centered, and life-oriented narratives, a similar
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transformation has occurred in women's demands. In the 2000s and 2010s in Iran, women
have demanded the right to lead normal lives, such as attending stadiums, dancing,
enjoying themselves, making choices regarding clothing, and equality with men in all
aspects of personal and social life. These demands, which were once dismissed as trivial
and nonsensical within the ideological narrative, have gained significant attention in the
narrative of everyday life, demonstrating their potential to bring about political and social
changes.

However, in critiquing this transition, it can be argued that both power as an ideology and
power within everyday life face challenges in addressing women's demands. These
challenges have sometimes resulted in the failure to implement the movement's goals and
have even had negative consequences. In the ideological account of power, all events are
seen through an ideological lens. Skepticism permeates all other narratives, individuals
are labeled as either black or white actors, and revolution is regarded as the only solution.
On the other hand, in the account of politics as everyday life, power is perceived to be
everywhere, and its thinkers incorporate various theories, such as Marxist, postmodern,
and poststructuralist narratives, all of which share a common opposition to the
government, official politics, and societal traditions. While advocates of this account have
distanced themselves from the ideological wave of seeking justice for feminism, it still
adheres to a revolutionary reading of politics taking place on the streets. However, a
repudiation of politics and engagement in acts of violence can easily lead to chaos and
despair. It is also susceptible to neglecting the overall picture of the society and its culture
and trajectory.

Form of The main Iranian Women's '
power philosophers intellectuals movements Women's demands | Consequences
Equal rights of Third
- - men and women, worldism,
Ideological EIEiTssscé? Sh:r:';gam Marxist justice, revolution, guerrilla,
struggle against revolution,
imperialism government
Human rights,
) right to clothing, !
Everyday nyuoctzlf,g’ g:éi;}'ﬁ Post modern happiness, Cultsl.lcl)”gllaltltivil
recreation, equal '
opportunities
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