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Introduction

From the middle of the 19th century, at the same time as the Qajar dynasty, as a result
of Iranians' exposure to European values, Iranian identity faced new challenges. Also,
concepts and ideologies entered the political and intellectual literature of that time,
which did not match the historical and social reality of Iranian society. One of these
sociological facts goes back to tribal and nomadic groups, which did not have much
place in imported concepts, because they represented ethnic identities that were
opposed to a modern identity called national identity. This issue caused some
theorists to believe that there is a deep conflict between modern phenomena such as
national identity, revolution and state building in Iran with nomadic-tribal spirit and
temperament. The result of this issue is that these researchers rarely mention the
participation of nomads and tribes in the process of important events and
developments in contemporary Iran, including the Constitutional Movement and the
revolution of 1979, in the official and accepted historiography. On the other hand,
another component that led to the strengthening of the mentioned approach was
rooted in the orientalist view, according to which, the history of the East is
necessarily nothing but a distorted form of the history of the West, and ultimately the
East has no choice but to follow the same Western way. The result of the mentioned
point of view, in the analysis of Iran's history, leads to ignoring the cultural-social
elements of nomads and tribes that play an important role as the constituents of sub-
identities in interaction with the national identity in the process of the formation of
both important events of the contemporary era. For this reason, in the mentioned
article, a critical rereading of the historical approach was done and an attempt was
made to remove a limited reading of history that is city-centered and centralist and the
role of seemingly marginal groups such as tribes and nomads in it has been reduced
as much as possible. In this critical review, the author has also tried to think about
different theoretical models and raise his main question in the way that the socio-
cultural elements of nomadic and tribal people have had an impact and position in the
historiographical narrative of the Constitutional Movement and the Islamic
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Revolution. The fundamental basis of this research has been the attempt to create
doubt and uncertainty in the orientalist readings of the contemporary history of Iran.
In this regard, although the main question of the research was about the role of
nomadic and tribal socio-cultural elements in the Constitutional Movement and the
Islamic revolution, in fact, the research sought to provide newer readings of the
contemporary history of Iran through this question. The hypothesis of the research is
based on the concept that national identity and the modern nation does not necessarily
mean the dissolution of pre-modern formations and its integration into an artificial
whole built from above, and it is in this direction that the major developments of
contemporary lIran are not necessarily "city-oriented" and especially "Tehran-
centered" and "metropolis-centered” and it seems necessary to pay attention to the
role of groups that are outside the centers of cities such as Tehran and provincial
centers — which often symbolize the realization of modernity. In this case, the field of
contemporary historiography and sociological issues, due to the predominance of the
city-centered and Tehran-centered view, has not paid much attention to the role of
tribes and nomads. Assuming that the society can maintain its social pluralism and at
the same time play a role in national phenomena, the three socio-cultural components
of nomadic-tribal life (i.e. clan leadership, social organization and the spirit and
culture of participation in the collective life of the tribe), this article examines how
the Iranian nomads and tribes intervened in the Constitutional Revolution and the
Islamic Revolution.

Methodology

The method in this qualitative research is under the paradigm of critical history; the
data is collected in a library manner and part of the surveys include documents and
reports that, in the absence of descriptive and interpretive works, help the author to
provide historical examples and then analyze them. In other words, with the
presupposition that in many official works the participation of tribes and nomads has
been calculated as passive and limited or they have even been accused of counter-
revolutionary movements, to compile a different reading from this conventional and
accepted reading, other documents were referred to than those that had been
published and edited so far. Among the best archives that have been considered for
the critical reading of history, there are some books and memoirs that have been
neglected or unavailable until now.

Result and Discussion

In answering the research question, the findings of the research indicated the fact that the
socio-cultural elements of the tribes and the nomads have been influential in both
prominent events of the 20th century in contemporary Iran. Of course, it is necessary to
separate the mentioned effect in both eras, because the position and social political role of
nomads and tribes is not the same in these two times. During the period of Constitutional
Revolution, tribes and nomads formed a major part of Iran's population and had a decisive
position in the government. Power in the Qajar era had a nested structure in which the
tribal system was key. The organization of the tribe was similar to a small government in
itself, which was formed based on both hierarchical relationships and efficient military
force. Having such a powerful organized system had made the tribes and nomads to be
one of the most effective social forces and became the arm of the constitutionalists and
directly entered into their conflict with the Qajars and accompanied the movement. On the
one hand, this companionship was caused by the rift that happened between shah and
tribes. He was also influenced by the breadth of the constitutionalist thought, which in its
nature was not only limited to urban dwellers and included all sections of the society and
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encouraged them to join. It was for this reason that during the activity of the
constitutionalists and then when the Constitutional Movement came to fruition, many
tribes and nomads joined them and left an important footprint. In the meantime, the role
of the Qashgqai tribe seems to be very impressive. On the one hand, they were considered
an influential and powerful pillar in the Qajar government, and on the other hand, their
national and patriotic spirit created a full-fledged participation in the Constitutional
Movement. In practice, the joining of tribes and nomads to the process of
constitutionalism led to the weakening of the power of the court. The most important
factor was the military force; the central government always took help from nomads and
tribes to supply the army in times of need. It was natural that their support for the
constitutionalists caused the weakening and especially the disintegration of the central
army. Of course, it should not be overlooked that the negative aspect of their entry into
this trend was that from now on, tribal conflicts were transferred into national politics and
especially appeared after the victory of constitutionalists in the form of inter-ethnic
enmity during the elections. The set of these factors makes the analysis of the relationship
between the nomads and the peoples with the Constitutional Movement not only in a
continuous and disconnected linear relationship. Rather, the internal tensions of the clans
themselves, the relations of the chiefs with the kings, the rivalries between the clans —
such as the confrontation between the Bakhtiaris and the Shahsavans — and the
introduction of new components such as the political economy of oil, created a complex
system of situations with new structures. Therefore, it must be said that the relationship
between tribes and nomads with the Constitutional Movement and the process of
modernization of Iran is more than the simplified narrative of orientalist history, which
wants to reduce this complex whole to a linear transition from the world of tradition to the
modern world.

The influence of cultural and social elements of nomads and tribes in the Islamic
Revolution cannot be denied either. But there is a major difference with the
constitutional era. The root of this difference should be seen in the events that started
from the time of Pahlavi I. In fact, the construction of power in Iran after Islam until
the Pahlavi period was based on the nomadic and tribal foundation. But with the
formation of the modern government at the beginning of the 20th century, this
construction underwent a transformation and nomads and tribes entered a new stage
in political power. They were a constant part of Iran's social and political structure
before the establishment of the Pahlavi nation-state and had a significant impact in
maintaining or changing the political order, but underwent a fundamental
transformation with the formation of the modern state. Reza Shah sought to neutralize
their role in Iran's political system by destroying the tribal structure and forcibly
settling the nomads, because he saw them as being in conflict with the construction of
a centralized government. This action may appear to be useful for the cohesion of the
modern nation-state, but in practice it was not only unsuccessful, but also became the
origin of new problems in the newly established political system. In fact, the attempt
to integrate nomads and tribes into the modern political structure, by ignoring the
decisive components such as their language, culture and way of life which formed
their identity, led to the creation of challenges which entered into the political
literature of contemporary Iran. Since then, dualities such as ethnicity and nationality,
homeland and city, nation and ummah, and most importantly, national identity and
ethnic identity have become popular in Iran and entered the political and social
literature, while such duality was mentioned in few historical texts before that. The
important thing is that this duality did not create a conflict in the process of
constitutionalism, and on the contrary, it helped it a lot in its development and
victory. But this issue became a challenge in the process of modern government.
Against the intention of the modern government to build a national identity based on
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a common language and a uniform culture, there were tribal and nomadic units whose
ethnic identity did not match the represented national identity. The aforementioned
challenge showed itself during the Islamic Revolution and the struggles against the
Pahlavi regime. There are live and direct reports of the text of revolutionary social
developments in nomadic-tribal environments, which establish a close link between
the spirit of nomads and tribes and the revolutionary atmosphere, and show their
participation in the process of the Islamic Revolution. This participation can be
understood in reports such as the letters of the wife of the British consul or the
ethnographic writings of the American anthropologist Mary Hegland, who gave a
detailed report on the high spirit of participation in a village in Fars province in the
two years leading up to the revolution. One of the important points in the documents
related to that era is the connection that the nobles and nomads have with the clergy
in this period, and this makes the closeness to this class more than before to bring
them into the revolutionary currents. Their association with the clergy and their
criticisms and opinions about the Pahlavi government seem to be an important factor
in their alignment with the revolution. Finally, it should be said that if the
participation of tribes and nomads in a national phenomenon such as the Islamic
Revolution was not there, without a doubt, after the victory of the revolution and the
formation of the new government, tensions and conflicts would have occurred that
prevented the integration of nomads and tribes in national identity. Not only this was
not the case, but the tribes and nomads considered the revolution a part of their
history and they also appeared in the imposed war to defend it.

Conclusion

In the final summary based on these findings, it can be concluded that basically the
"city-centered” and "Tehran-centered" readings of the developments of the
Constitutional Movement and the Islamic Revolution can only show a part of the
reality at best. It is a distorted representation. Because a large part of the social forces
in the constitutional era were made up of tribes and nomads. They were not
necessarily at the center of developments in the capital and provincial capitals and
perhaps did not understand the imported and imitation concepts of the intellectuals,
but they were freedom-loving and had a collective identity that they considered Iran
and themselves a part of the Iranian nation — a nation that wanted to try with all its
might to change the situation from Qajar tyranny to constitutional monarchy. The
important point is that the participation of tribes and nomads with the leadership of
the tribe, the hierarchical social organization, and the culture of participation in the
life of the tribe was so consistent that it pursued a collective goal such as the
constitutional movement with all its might. In the Islamic Revolution, contrary to
urban readings of the revolution, it was observed that the issue is not that in reality
the mass mobilization and participation of the forces was done only by the urban
dwellers and that the villagers were passive or anti-revolutionary, but the issue is that
these areas are without work. A detailed investigation has been left out, or in some
cases, there are no documents, or these documents have not been collected and
classified.
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