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Introduction

Since its establishment in 1949, the National Front of Iran has always followed the ideas
of seeking independence and freedom, and by protesting the parliamentary elections and
continuing to emphasize the amendment of the law of the press and elections on the one
hand and the tireless struggle for the nationalization of Iran's oil industry and Getting rid
of foreigners, on the other hand, emphasizes these two. The National Front in the later
periods of its life in the 1960s also maintained the same feature, to the extent that the
emphasis on independence and freedom became two inseparable characteristics of the
struggles of this political movement and it was also emphasized in their campaign charter.
In 1977, after the implementation of the political open space policy by the Shah, the
National Front was one of the groups that after many years was allowed to operate openly
again, and using the situation, to campaign and criticize the Pahlavi government through
letters, official statements, announcements of positions and public speeches, critical
articles in the National Front newsletter, etc. The questions raised are whether the fourth
national front, like the first to third fronts, paid attention to the issue of "desire for
independence™ and "desire for freedom" and how did these two appear in their discourse
literature? Considering the occurrence of the Islamic revolution and the division of the
activity of the Fourth National Front into two periods before and after the revolution, is
there any difference between these two periods in the matter of independence and
freedom of the National Front? An attempt has been made to answer with the method of
discourse analysis and examination of the discourse of freedom and independence in the
4th National Front by observing the speeches and writings of the front's leaders, their
statements and articles in their publications. The assumption of the article is that, like its
predecessors, the Fourth National Front, both before and after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, has given independence and freedom a high place in its discourse. Also,
despite the fact that after the revolution, the National Front had a disagreement with the
government that emerged from the revolution, but in terms of the territorial integrity of
the country, which was related to the independence of Iran, at least in its speech, it moved
in line with the government.
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Methodology

The method of conducting this research is discourse analysis. Discourse analysis as an
interdisciplinary trend examines language in a sense beyond spoken language (both
spoken and written). Discourse analysis itself is divided into different types and methods.
Examining and analyzing signs and trying to identify the main and hidden meaning
among the spoken and written words, as a method arising from the knowledge of
linguistics pioneered by the famous Swiss linguist Saussure, is one of the most widely
used discourse analysis approaches in other fields of humanities and social sciences,
which are also used in this article. This approach makes the main assumption on the
existence of non-appearance meanings and meanings in the external language and follows
the emergence of the main intellectual components governing a subject and in larger
dimensions, a person or a flow (signified), through the examination of words and apparent
expressions (symbols). It is should be mentioned that the discourses are analyzed
chronologically and based on historical order.

Results and Discussion

The National Front can be considered a group loyal to the discourse of freedom and
independence. Various dimensions of political freedom such as belief in freedom of
speech, freedom of media and press, freedom of parties, freedom of gatherings, etc. have
been emphasized by the National Front and this emphasis on freedom can be seen in all
the lifetime of the Fourth National Front. During the struggle against the Shah's
government, this movement attacked the tyranny formed by him, in a way that from the
three-person letter of June 26, 1977, which many believe is the source of the formation of
the Fourth National Front, to the speeches of the leaders and important figures of the front
and Their official statements and the articles they wrote in the organ of their time,
"Newsletter of the National Front of Iran", were full of anti-dictatorship literature and
words related to the discourse of freedom. This continued after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution. Both during the short period of the National Front's association with the
revolutionary government and after their separation from the governing body, which was
accompanied by severe criticisms of the government, the leaders of the National Front,
their statements and the articles of the Front's organ publications (the National Front of
Iran and then the Message of the National Front of Iran ) emphasized the necessity of
adhering to freedom, taking care of this brilliant achievement of the revolution and
worrying about the resurgence of tyranny in a new form. Although the National Front was
accused of being liberal by its opponents in the post-revolution period, it distinguished
between the liberalism that it believed in and the liberalism that always opposed its
intellectual foundations and expressed this clearly. . In the issue of seeking independence,
this national movement acted in the same way. They, who considered themselves the
inheritors of Dr. Mossadegh as one of the greatest symbols of the struggle against
imperialism, during the era of the revolution by emphasizing the struggle against the
agents of imperialism inside, whose main symbol was the king, emphasized the need for
the independence of the homeland, and after the revolution also He insisted on this
importance, which, ironically, was one of the most important slogans of the revolution,
along with freedom. In the post-revolution era, even after having severe disagreements
with the government, at least in language and discourse, when it came to the territorial
integrity of Iran, it was aligned with the ruling system and in this sense, with other groups
of The opponents of the Islamic Republic, such as the People's Mojahedin and some
royalists, had differences, the most important examples of which are the Nojeh coup story,
the crises after the occupation of the American embassy, and the war imposed by Iraq
against Iran.
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Table No. 1: Important keywords used in the independence and
freedom discourse of the Fourth National Front

Fourth National
Front Before the Revolution After the Revolution
(1978-1981)
- Struggle with imperialism
- Strengthening the army
Independence- Economic de
) B pendence
Ff::ﬁ(l)r:gi_ Ext??glloi?g?snn?ence - Support for cutting off relations
seeking with the United States
- Support against the Baathist
enemy
- Return to the Constitution
- Freedom of expression
- Freedom of assembly - Individual and social freedoms
- Freedom of parties - The possibility of criticism - Media
Indggglrg%ence— - Freedom of the press freedom - Freedom of the press
Freedon%i— - Release of political prisoners - Fighting tyranny
seeking - Freedom of the judiciary - Independence of the judiciary
- Media freedom, - Implementation of the Universal
- Implementation of the Declaration of Human Rights
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights
Conclusion

The National Front of Iran was a political movement that, since its establishment in 1949,
defined the two topics of independence and freedom as its important intellectual and
practical foundations and put them on the agenda in its political struggles. They, who
emphasized these two issues as the most important goals of their campaign in the charter
of the National Front, showed this emphasis in practice during the first to fourth fronts at
different times. The results of the article show that the fourth national front, like the first
to third national fronts, during its lifetime, regardless of its relationship with the
government of the time; Both in the period before the victory of the Islamic revolution
and in the period after it, which itself is divided into two initial periods of short-term
association with the revolutionary government and then separation and disagreement with
it, at least in the discourse, adherence to the desire for independence and freedom has
represented.

Keywords: The Fourth National Front, Independence-seeking, Freedom--seeking,

Liberalism, Islamic Revolution.
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