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Introduction

The concept of "reflexive modernity" was first proposed in a work with the same title by
Ulrich Beck, Anthony Giddens and Scott Lash. The mentioned authors pursued two main
goals by proposing this concept: firstly, they wanted to create a new orientation in
sociology and secondly, they wanted to put an antithesis in front of the postmodern
theory. Therefore, although postmodernism emphasizes the breaking of the foundation in
modern social understanding, reflexive modernity puts a re-structuralist (reconstructive)
perspective in front of modern collective perception (Beck, Bonss & Lau, 2003: 23-26).
Above all, this concept emphasizes the new social relations in the West and borrows from
the ideas of the post-industrial society and the post-materialist society (Beck, Bonss &
Lau, 2003: 15).

Beck, Giddens and Lash try to depict a new formulation of the contemporary world order.
They show that with the end of the Cold War, the collapse of the Eastern Bloc, the
globalization of capitalism and the advancement of new technologies, how social life and
the natural ecosystem have undergone radical transformations. Although these authors
have different opinions in various cases, the point of departure of all three of them is the
emergence of a new type of modernity, which they call “reflexive modernity". The central
idea of their discussion is based on the transition in “the modern”. This means that the
period of simple or classic modernity has ended and we are witnessing the beginning of
the period of reflexive or late modernity.

The concept of reflexive modernity is theoretically very important and evaluates
contemporary developments from the perspective of modernity. As we know, the
emergence of classical modernity is considered a breaking point from the static state of
tradition and an end to the reproductive society. In fact, the emergence of “the modern” is
associated with important "ends" and "beginnings" and the fate of the modernity project
can change the fate of social developments on a global scale.

Reflexive modernity establishes a different relationship with tradition. In fact, if classical
modernity identified itself in conflict with tradition, now reflexive modernity finds
identity not in conflict with tradition but in dialogue with it. The concept of "risk society"
in the eyes of Beck, the concept of "institutional reflection™ and "post-traditional society"
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in the eyes of Giddens, and the concept of "community reflexivity" and " reflexive
traditionalization™ in the eyes of Scott Lash all refer to establishing an epistemological
dialogue between tradition and modernity.
In this article, generally speaking, we will try to introduce the foundations of the theory of
reflexive modernity, that is, the concept of reflexivity, and introduce theoretical
differences and different perceptions of it. In this regard, it should be noted that the main
hypothesis of the current research is that the reflexive modernity is an evolved stage of
classical modernity, which emerged in the context of the epistemological evolution of
"modern subjectivity" on the one hand and the ontological evolution of "modern reality"
on the other hand. Based on this, the article aims to answer two key questions: firstly,
what are the theoretical principles and foundations of reflexive modernity and secondly,
how can Iranian modernity be reread by taking advantage of the new realities of reflexive
modernity.

Methodology

According to the hypothesis of the current research, the reflexive modernity is considered
an evolved stage of classical modernity, which has emerged in the context of the
epistemological transformation of "the modern" on the one hand and the ontological
transformation of "modern reality" on the other hand. But under which theoretical model
can we understand and explain the change in form and nature of modernity?

This article is based on the fact that the evolution in the modern world cannot be
explained on the basis of the discourse theory for two reasons: first, because the discourse
theory has a self-sufficient and non-generalizable aspect, and it must be within
epistemological frameworks or in other words, within epistemic systems. Secondly, in the
theory of discourse, the focus is more on linguistic and cultural macrostructures and not
social subjectivity. On the other hand, the paradigm model provides better theoretical
possibilities to explain the transformation in the modern world.

The paradigm model can not only determine a theoretical framework for research, but also
has an obvious role in determining the research approach and method. According to
Cohen's interpretation, a paradigmatic model refers to a self-sufficient set of beliefs and
presuppositions, and it is "generally accepted achievements that, in a period of time,
provide exemplary problems and their solutions for a given society of scientists" (Cohen,
1990:12).

The paradigm model has been used especially in humanities research, of which
Spragens’s research is a prominent example. Spragens used Cohen's paradigm model in
his theoretical formulation to re-understand political theories and based on that he
explained the changing nature of political theories. In the meantime, Alain Touraine
explained the transformation in the internal logic of modernity by using the paradigm
model and divided modernity into three periods: early, middle and late (Touraine, 2018).
Touraine’s Paradigmatic method in explaining the developments in new era is of the great
importance and of the great use. Hence, the present article tries to explain the nature of
reflexive modernity by adopting Touraine’s paradigmatic model and method and tries to
answer the two main questions of the research.

Results and Discussion

The word "reflexivity" is at the center of reflexive modernity. This term has been
interpreted in different ways by Beck, Giddens and Lash. Reflexivity is a new concept in
the sphere of social thinking, which refers to a kind of re-facing with the consequences
arising from the situations that the author here calls "thoughtful situations". That is, social
activists rely on their individual and collective rationality to change the natural, political,
social or cultural environment in order to change the existing situation into a favorable
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one. Or in other words, they cover their mental ideals with objective reality. It is in such a
situation that activists can modify or adjust the realities based on ideals and create a
"thought situation” that replaces the "unthoughtful situation™ or "pre-existing situation".
Therefore, the "thought state" is a state that is the outcome and consequence of modern
human wisdom. But when this new situation is realized, it is not necessarily a favorable
situation and it is undoubtedly associated with shortcomings. This is where we are forced
to rethink about the thought. Or in other words, we can say that we are faced with a
duality of "preconceived situation” versus "reconsidered situation. This is where the
concept of reflexivity makes sense. In fact, the general meaning of reflexivity should also
be understood in this context. But when we talk about reflexive modernity, we are
specifically talking about the reflexive of late modernity about simple modernity. That is,
if we consider simple modernity as a "forethought situation”, late modernity refers to a
“reflexive situation" (Sadeghizadeh, 2023: 277).

But Ulrich Beck has a broader meaning about the concept of "reflexivity". In his opinion,
reflexivity is considered to be a form of reflection in the first place; it is as if modernity
sees itself in the mirror of the emerging situation and reacts to itself. Beck says that
simple modernity created "good things". But these good things, in turn, resulted in bad
things. The side effects and dangers caused by the "good things" of simple modernity
became the same evils that the reflexive modernity is understood in connection with them
(Beck, 2023: 45).

In fact, the virtues of simple modernity, when he sat in front of the mirror of his
consequences, he saw a frightening reflection of himself, which Beck called reflection.
These terrifying consequences are the same evils resulting from simple modernity, which
oversees a series of self-made dangers; the risks that have created a kind of discontinuity
in modernity and have become the basis for the transition from the early industrial society
to the risk society (Ritzer, 1995: 732). Having these features, reflexive modernity refers to
a unique totality which has different episteme. Hence, Iranian modernity if it is to
encounter modernity properly should be reread according to new nature of contemporary
modernity.

Table 1. Indicators of triple modern stages

Triple Phases of modernity Triple phasE;so?szaradigmatic Reflexive dimension
1 Early modernity Political paradigm Reflection
2 Middle modernity Social paradigm Reflectionism
3 Late modernity Cultural paradigm Reflexivity

Conclusion

The following article was an attempt to answer two central questions: firstly, an answer to
what are the principles and theoretical foundations of reflexive modernity, and secondly,
trying to reread Iranian modernity using the new perspective of reflexive modernity. In
this article, we tried to explain the main elements of reflexive modernity by examining the
opinions of Beck, Giddens and Lash. As mentioned earlier, this concept is less known in
Iran, and so far, no independent research has been done to explain its theoretical
principles. For this reason, the present article was primarily a response to the mentioned
shortage. Although this article does not claim to be a complete explanation of the concept
of reflexive modernity, it only considers itself as an introduction to it. It is hoped that
future researches will compensate for the shortcomings of this article and help Iranian
researchers to become more familiar with the mentioned concept. In the second place, this
article tries to re-examine Iranian modernity and show the necessity of perceptual change
towards ‘the modern’.
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We lIranians still have a classical perception of modernity, while classical modernity no
longer exists externally and has joined the museum of history. If we Iranians can't update
our understanding of ‘the modern’, we will have an anachronistic encounter with the
modern and we will come to a dead end in building an efficient version of Iranian
modernity.
The most important point in the concept of reflexive modernity is the end of classical
modernity; Now the period of simple modernity (or low, advanced and classical
modernity) has ended and we are witnessing the beginning of the period of reflexive
modernity (or high, late and post-classical modernity). Ulrich Beck sees reflexive
modernity as the product and fruit of simple modernity. In his opinion, reflexive
modernity is the result of the success of simple modernity, and now social actors have
more capacity for social action.

Keywords: Reflexive Modernity, Modernity, Modernism, Iranian Modernity,
Individualization.
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