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Introduction

One of the issues that has been paid attention to in countries with ethnic diversity is the
level of intergroup integration. Iran is a diverse society, ethnically. The mechanisms and
elements that shape national identity and its consequences for society have highlighted the
importance of paying attention to this axis in social and political sciences. National
governments, especially in developing countries, are placed in the scope of a group of
local, ethnic, and subcultures at three ethnic (local), national, and global levels. The
encounter and opposition of these three levels have had positive and negative aspects,
which according to most sociological thinkers, its negative dimension is prominent in
developing countries and has caused very heavy social costs for national cohesion
(Fakuhi, 2009: 136). Ethnic and national identities are forms of collective identity. Iran is
one of the countries that has ethnic diversity, the multitude and diversity of the ethnic
groups that make up the Iranian society has turned it into an ethnic mosaic and a multi-
ethnic society. Despite this ethnic diversity, the national identity has not decreased in the
historical transition in Iran. The presence and life of different ethnicities such as Persians,
Azeris, Kurds, Baluchs, Turkmens, Arabs, and Lors together and within the framework of
a single political geography, shows the ethnic-cultural diversity in Iran. Despite the
harmony, empathy, and peaceful coexistence in the relations of Iranian ethnic groups, at
times, different levels of tension, conflict, and crisis of sovereignty have emerged
(Magsoudi, 2010: 15). In fact, the basis of national cohesion can be seen in the creation of
a relatively identical identity, harmony and convergence between multiple identities
(Hajiani, 2008: 145). National identity is a set of positive attitudes towards elements and
factors that are integrated and identity-giving, which exist at the level of behavior and
mentality of individual citizens of a country as a political unit (Skinner, 2006: 271).
Mamsani region (Memsani and Rostam counties) is one of the regions of Fars province,
where most of its residents are from the Ler ethnic group, which was under tribal and
tribal relations in the past. Mamsani's great clan consists of five clans: Bekash, Rostam,
Javed, Dushan-Ziari, and Mahor Milati. Symptoms of national identity such as paying
attention to ancient rituals and pride in Iranian cultural and historical heritage have existed
in Mamsani region for a long time (Mirfardi, 2017). There has been a type of tribal
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structure and feeling of belonging to the nation and tribe and the formation of spatial
boundaries and identity since the distant past due to political and social issues in Mamsani
region, which has been challenging. Based on some research (for example, Mirfardi,
2017), today despite the political and social transformations, in some cases tribal ideas are
prominent in this region. Considering that there is not enough scientific knowledge about
the level of clan divergence in connection with national identity in Mamasani and Rostam
Counties, this research deals with the issue of what is the relationship between national
identity and clan divergence among people living in Mamsani and Rostam counties?

Materials & Methods

Using the survey method, a structured questionnaire was used for data collection. The
sample size was 450 residents of Mamasani and Rostam counties selected using a multi-
stage cluster random sampling method. The factor analysis and Cronbach's alpha were
used to evaluate the validity and reliability of the questionnaire, respectively. A
questionnaire developed by Mirfardi and Salamatian (2022), was used for national
identity measurement, and a self-administered questionnaire was used for clan divergence
measurement. Data were analyzed using SPSS software.

Results & Conclusion

The findings showed that the average level of tribal divergence and the level of national
identity and its dimensions (territorial, political, economic and cultural) among people
living in Mamsani and Rostam counties is higher than the expected average. The findings
showed a positive and significant relationship between national identity and its
dimensions with tribal divergence. There was no significant difference between the clan
divergence of women and men, and there was no significant difference between the clan
divergence according to the job type. Multiple regression showed that the independent
variables explain nearly 12% of the variance of the dependent variable. Strengthening
national values and culture can help to improve integration at local and national levels.

Keywords: National Identity, Clan Divergence, Mamasani County, Rostam County.
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