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Introduction

The discipline of political science plays a crucial role in shaping policymaking and
decision-making processes. However, in Iran, doctoral students in this field face serious
challenges. Despite recognizing the importance of political science, they suffer from the
gap between theoretical education and practical societal needs, resource shortages,
uncertain job markets, and weaknesses in research skills. These issues have created doubts
about the discipline's effectiveness in solving the country's problems. Additionally,
psychological pressures arising from the competitive university environment have
diminished their motivation and limited the application of political science. Nevertheless,
these students possess significant potential for contributing to social reforms, particularly
if they integrate research, policy, and practice toward addressing society's complex issues.
Relevant studies include Gagnon et al. (2017) entitled "Why and How Political Science
Can Help Public Health"; Ziegermann and Atlet (2022) entitled "Expanding the
Boundaries between Politics and Science for Problem-Solving: Preliminary Studies,
Advisory Associations, and Policy Guidelines"”; Brans et al. (2022) providing a theoretical
perspective on the role of political scientists in policy advisory systems, a conceptual
framework; Farley and Miles (2008) entitled “Science and Problem-Solving in the
Political World"; Tavassoli (2008) entitled "Presenting Eight Operational Models in the
Policy Cycle for Optimal Policy Implementation”; Hazarjaribi et al. (2014) entitled
"Examining Factors Affecting the Political Socialization Process of Students in the
Islamic Republic of Iran"; Jahanbin and Motalebi (2024) entitled "Presenting an
Enhanced Public Policy Cycle in the Process of Understanding and Solving Public
Issues”; and Sinaei (2009) entitled "Political Science Graduates and the Legislative
Branch in Iran: Prerequisites for Creating Interaction™.

Reflection on the existing body of studies and critical analysis of their various dimensions
confirms that none of the previous research has directly addressed the central idea and
phenomenological approach considered in the present study. More precisely, the current
study adopts a phenomenological approach and employs thematic analysis methodology
to examine doctoral students' attitudes toward the effectiveness of political science in
addressing functional issues within the Iranian social context. This research can provide a
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deep analysis of the lived experiences and perceptions of political science doctoral
students, explaining the effectiveness level of this discipline from the perspective of its
main actors, thereby contributing to the formulation of long-term social and political
policies and programs aimed at addressing existing challenges in solving functional
problems in Iran, as a fundamental component of governance.

herefore, the research objective is to analyze and evaluate the impact of political science
on solving Iran's social, political, and economic problems by examining the experiences
and attitudes of political science doctoral students, and to provide solutions for improving
its educational and research functions. Consequently, this research is of great importance
in assisting educational policymaking and university planning. In this regard, we sought to
answer questions about how these students view the effectiveness of this discipline in
solving functional problems in Iran. Specifically, what role can this discipline play in
various fields such as policymaking, analysis of social issues, and solving economic and
political problems? What are the major problems and challenges that political science
doctoral students face during their studies? What reforms in educational and research
programs of political science are recommended to improve its effectiveness? This article
employs Braun and Clarke's (2006) thematic analysis method to examine these students'
attitudes toward the practical application of political science and international relations in
addressing Iran's functional challenges.

Methodology

In this qualitative research, Braun and Clarke's (2006) thematic analysis method was
employed as a valid and flexible approach to examine doctoral students' attitudes toward
the effectiveness of their discipline in solving Iran's policy issues. This method was fully
aligned with the research objectives due to its focus on personal experiences, ability to
discover common patterns, and understanding of socio-cultural contexts. Purposive
sampling was conducted among 18 doctoral students from reputable universities in
Tehran (9 women and 9 men) to ensure gender and educational diversity. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews and then analyzed in six stages:
familiarization with data, initial coding, and theme extraction, review, naming, and
writing the final report. Coding was performed deductively with software assistance.
Ethical principles such as informed consent, anonymization, and privacy protection were
observed. For data validation, re-coding methods and examination of theme consistency
with original data were employed. The research results reflected students' perspectives,
challenges, and lived experiences regarding the efficiency of political science in Iran.

Results and Discussion

Following data collection and during the analysis phase, interviews were analyzed
through six stages. This section presents the findings of this study, which examines
doctoral students' attitudes toward the effectiveness of political science in solving
functional problems in Iran. The results were obtained through thematic analysis,
following six stages by Braun and Clarke (2006). In this regard, the collected materials
were first read completely to become familiar with the data, and initial codes were noted
on paper. The next step was organizing the initially identified codes based on the
collected data to ensure that the codes accurately represented participants' experiences and
transcripts. After creating sub-themes, the sub-themes in this study were first confirmed
by identifying codes that accurately represented the reported experiences. Sub-themes
were examined to discover whether some sub-themes might be related to each other.
Similar sub-themes were grouped together to form sub-themes. Finally, the most
important sub-themes and sub-themes were selected and renamed to ensure
comprehensibility and responsiveness to all study objectives. Some stages of thematic
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analysis are similar to stages of other qualitative research; therefore, these stages are not
necessarily exclusive to thematic analysis. This process begins when the analyst starts
paying attention and searching for patterns of meaning and potentially interesting themes
in the data, and may occur during data collection. The endpoint is reporting the content
and meaning of patterns (themes) in the data, where "themes are abstract (and often
ambiguous) and researchers identify them before, during, and after analysis".

Stage One: Familiarization with Data
Stage Two: Generating Initial Codes

In the second stage of data analysis, all transcripts were coded after several careful
readings. A large number of codes emerged, some containing only one phrase and others
containing one or more sentences. The entire dataset was examined, with complete and
equal attention given to each data item that might form the basis of repetitive patterns
(themes).

Stage Three: Searching for Themes

This stage, as suggested by Braun and Clarke (2006), began with a long list of identified
codes. The main objective of this stage is in patterns and relationships between and across
the entire dataset. The major focus in this stage was on analysis at the broader level of
themes rather than codes. Researchers found that some themes from the literature review
are truly meaningful, and some codes can be placed under them. The themes are reported
in the table below:

Themes Extracted Codes
The disconnect between academic political Curriculum relevance, practical
science theory and Iranian realities application, theory-practice gap

Research and methodological challenges in Iran Research methods, academic freedom,
data access challenges, methodological

limitations
Need for interdisciplinary collaboration Interdisciplinary integration,
international cooperation
Academic isolation and international cooperation International cooperation, impact of
challenges sanctions, isolation from the global
academic community
Impact of institutional limitations on research Institutional challenges, bureaucratic
and education obstacles, resistance to change
. Changes in educational needs and professional Job readiness, critical thinking skills,
skills technological integration
Limited opportunities for student participation Student participation, academic
and independent thinking freedom, passive learning environments
Cultural and political influences of Iran on Cultural context, ethical considerations
education

This stage concluded with a set of main themes, sub-themes, and all the data extracts that
had been coded in relation to them. At this stage, the understanding of the significance of
individual themes began to emerge.

Stage Four: Reviewing and Refining Themes

The themes were reviewed to ensure they accurately reflected the data. Some initial
themes were merged, while others were set aside for being ambiguous or irrelevant.

Stage Five: Defining and Naming Themes

This stage began with the aim of further refinement and involves determining the aspect
of data that each theme encompasses. Braun and Clarke (2006) argue that a theme cannot
be overly diverse and complex. Therefore, the researchers returned to the collected data
extracts for each theme and organized all themes into a coherent and consistent map.
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Stage Six: Writing the Report

Stage 6 involves final analysis and report writing. Therefore, the final stage of analysis is
writing the report. Braun and Clarke (2006) state that a thematic analysis report should
convince readers of the competence and validity of the analysis. Therefore, considerable
effort was made to provide a concise, coherent, and logical report of the story that the data
shows within and across themes by providing sufficient information. The final report
shows that the political science curriculum in Iran faces multiple structural challenges that
prevent it from responding to the country's real needs. Lack of alignment between
education and lIranian conditions, research limitations, impact of sanctions, traditional
teaching methods, and imbalance between domestic and international issues are among
the key problems.

Conclusion

The present research demonstrated that the discipline of political science, despite
possessing considerable theoretical and analytical capacities, faces multiple structural,
institutional, and cultural challenges in practice that prevent the full realization of its role
in solving the country's functional problems. Qualitative analysis of the data revealed that
doctoral students in political science, while aware of the importance and potential
capacity of the discipline, have concerns about its effectiveness in the real environment of
policymaking and public administration in the country. Themes such as the theory-
practice gap, misalignment between educational content and actual societal needs,
weaknesses in methodology training, limitations of research resources, bureaucratic
interference, and power-centered structures in university institutions repeatedly appeared
in participants' statements. However, the research findings indicate that students in this
discipline possess the necessary mental and attitudinal readiness to play a more effective
role, provided that the country's educational and research policies are redesigned in a way
that actualizes their capacities. Positive attitudes toward problem-solving, willingness to
participate in decision-making processes, scientific self-confidence, and commitment to
improving the country's situation are among the indicators highlighted in the collected
data that can serve as a foundation for developing scientific and professional
empowerment programs. Ultimately, this research, by illuminating the hidden layers of
doctoral students' attitudes in political science, not only contributes to the enrichment of
scientific literature in this field but can also pave the way for formulating more
comprehensive policies in higher education and enhancing the university's role in national
development. The transition from theoretical political science to action-oriented political
science requires rethinking institutional structures, promoting scientific independence,
strengthening problem-solving skills, and creating effective links between universities and
policymaking institutions—a path that begins with changing attitudes and transformative
will within the academic community.

Keywords: Political Science; Higher Education Effectiveness; Functional Challenges;
Iran; Applied Political Science
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1. Familiarization with Data
2. Generating Initial Codes
3. Searching for Themes

4. Reviewing Themes
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1. Defining and Naming Themes
2. Producing the Report
3. Re-coding
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