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Introduction

The formation of the security mindset of foreign policy agents of any state is influenced
by numerous factors. Historical experiences are also of particular importance. The Islamic
Republic of Iran is no exception. As a country that has been both a victim and a witness of
aggression, Islamic Iran has many bitter historical experiences. Relatively speaking, it can
be said that the security mindset of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been influenced by
the bitter historical memory of this country. It should be noted that the present study does
not seek to emphasize the single factor in the formation of this mindset. Meanwhile, it can
be said that the bitter experience of the eight-year imposed war and also witnessing
aggression caused the Islamic Republic of Iran to focus on the military dimension of
power, and this created structure has been the cause of most of the sanctions imposed on
the said country to this day. In a way, the source of the formation or, in other words, the
structuring of the security mindset of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the emphasis on the
military power positions of this country should be relatively sought in bitter historical
experiences. In the meantime, perhaps the role of the United States of America in
attacking Iraq and inflicting great human and financial losses on this country is prominent
in intensifying the security mindset of the foreign policy agents of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. In a way, perhaps learning from the 2003 Irag war and also the historical background
of the aforementioned imposed war had a small impact on intensifying the security
mindset of the Islamic Republic of Iran and emphasizing the country's hard military
power. But all these experiences mentioned have not been limited to intensifying this
security structure, and this structure itself has also caused the creation of restrictions.
These restrictions have clearly manifested themselves in the form of economic sanctions
and have affected the lives of Iranian citizens. More interestingly, these restrictions were
imposed by the United States of America. What factors and historical experiences really
went hand in hand for the Islamic Republic of Iran to evaluate its military positions as
non-negotiable? What consequences has the intensification of the security mindset of the
Islamic Republic of Iran had for this country? The aim of the present study is to show the
factors that exacerbate the security mentality of the Islamic Republic and the limitations
resulting from it, in a way, a mutual relationship between the factor and the structure is
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depicted using Giddens' structuration model. The value of the present study is that by
being aware of the origins of this formation and the limitations resulting from it, we can
transfer this awareness to the international community through diplomacy and somehow
adjust these structural limitations through transparency in increasing military power. In
the meantime, the present study, using Giddens' structuration model, first reviews some of
the historical factors that influenced the formation of the security mentality of the second
Pahlavi dynasty and the Islamic Republic of Iran, and then examines the US attack on Iraq
and the damages that this country imposed on Iraq in 2003 as one of the factors that
influenced this security mentality. Finally, by examining this structure, it has examined
the limitations resulting from it (which are oppressive international economic sanctions).
There seems to be a reciprocal relationship between the structure created and the
limitations resulting from it. As Giddens emphasizes and pays attention to the effects of
this structure in addition to the structure created by the agents in his theory. Combining
and creating a balance between the extremes of individualism and structuralism is what
Giddens achieves. This combined theory rejects the previous dualisms and somehow goes
beyond them. In general, it seeks a kind of balance and compromise between them.
Agency or agency with holisticism is somehow combined with each other and a single
perception is avoided. In general, it can be said that Giddens's structuralist perspective is
an intermediate perspective in which cause and effect frequently replace each other and
create a two-way causality, which is called reciprocal influence, in which the factor of one
underlies the factor of two, and then the factor of two underlies and continues the other
factor. In the structuralist theory, neither structure nor agency will be decisive, but rather
they inevitably participate in social and political behavior. Finally, it can be said that
according to this theory, both social structure and human action have a high value in
political behavior. In this theory, one cannot talk about one of the aforementioned
concepts without the other. Structural features that limit the actions of individuals and are
outside the control of the actors, meanwhile, the continuous action of the actors has
somehow caused the creation of this structure. In structuration theory, agents are no
longer mere playthings in the hands of social forces. Giddens argues that agents have
intentions and spare no effort to achieve their goals. In Giddens’ view, the agent is
autonomous by having reflective control over his or her actions and a degree of
rationality. These concepts enable the agent to provide arguments to justify his or her
actions. By taking actions in specific situations (whether consciously or unconsciously),
agents construct structural features and make it possible to talk about structural effects.
Another important argument that Giddens raises is greater access to power and resources
for change. He mentions the agent of change by the agent through the aforementioned
concepts. In a way, this transformation is facilitated by the aforementioned resources. In
Giddens's re-thinking definition of structure, structure is not a fixed and mechanical thing,
structure and action in this view are interconnected and influenced by each other, and on
the other hand, in the discussion of time and space, the location of structural features also
evolves over time and space. Giddens considers human action or practice as transforming
the objective world (outside the mind) and social relations. Ultimately, he considers
human action to have the power to interfere with and control the social world. This is
where he links the concept of action with power and believes that power should be
considered as a resource through which actors use and benefit from it in the production
and reproduction of mutual relations with the structural coordinates of society. In
Giddens' view, rules and resources are considered to have the recursive consequences of
the duality of construction. According to the concepts of Giddens' structuration theory,
this research seeks to answer how this security mentality is structured and the limitations
resulting from this structure for Islamic Iran. In the meantime, the present research seeks
to answer this main question by using a descriptive-analytical method and using internet
and library resources, as well as using Giddens' structuration glasses. In general, it can be
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said that the non-negotiable military and missile positions of the Islamic Republic of Iran
are (relatively) rooted in the bitter historical experiences of this country. The bitter
historical memory resulting from being a victim of aggression and witnessing aggression
has not been ineffective in forming the security mentality of this country. The formation
and intensification of this security structure under the influence of the aforementioned
factors on the one hand and the limitations that this structure has created in economic
dimensions for the Islamic Republic of Iran on the other hand is noteworthy. In a way, we
are witnessing the mutual influence between the agent or agents and the structure. The
reciprocal effect through which we can relatively evaluate the current situation of our
country is facilitated by using Giddens's structural model. In a way, from this perspective,
we can see that the intensification of this security structure (in addition to the bitter
historical memory of the eight-year war) is the action of the United States in the 2003
invasion of Irag. In general, from a subnational perspective, Irag's militarism at home and
foreign adventurism in the region by attacking Kuwait (i.e., a strategic ally of the United
States of America) and threatening the vital interests of the West, all of these
supranational and subnational factors went hand in hand and made 2003 a bloody year for
Irag. The use of bombs such as the Mother Bomb (known as the Mother of All Bombs) to
kill Iraqi civilians was considered a tactic by the United States to weaken the morale of
the opposing side as much as possible. The high destructive power of these bombs left a
lot of destruction and killing in the Irag War, the effects of which are tangible and
prominent to this day. In addition to the heavy human, financial, social and military
losses, the cultural and historical losses were also significant in the American invasion of
Iraq in 2003. So that the cultural and intellectual losses of Iraq during the aforementioned
war were beyond imagination as a national disaster. When American forces entered
Baghdad and looted the city, even the main buildings of the capital were not safe. The
antiquities of the Iragi Museum, the National Library of Irag and other important facilities
were among the targets of the Americans in the Irag War that were destroyed. Many
antiquities were stolen by American forces during this war. The extent of these damages
in various social, economic, and cultural areas is incalculable. Witnessing these damages
has fueled the security mentality of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It is interesting to note
that the restrictions resulting from this construction have also been imposed by the
aforementioned country in the form of sanctions on our country. The positions of the
Islamic Republic of Iran regarding drone and missile programs have made this country the
target of economic attacks by the United States and its trading partners, so that most of the
sanctions imposed have been imposed on these positions. Among these sanctions, one can
mention the unilateral sanctions of the United States of America against the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Unilateral sanctions refer to restrictions and prohibitions that a
government imposes on another government or governments. Meanwhile, economic
sanctions are carried out with the aim of putting pressure on ordinary citizens so that the
sanctioning government can achieve its goals. In other words, the main purpose of
economic sanctions is to change the target country's approach for reasons related to
foreign relations. In a way, economic sanctions are often used as a tool in the pursuit of
foreign policy, and it is argued that the goal of economic warfare is to cause as much
damage to the enemy's economy as possible. The United States seeks to weaken the
aforementioned program and change the approach of the Islamic Republic of Iran by
sanctioning Iran's missile program. This country seeks to pursue its policies by identifying
any factors that strengthen Iran's missile and drone program and imposing strict economic
sanctions on its factors. Meanwhile, the scope of the United States economic sanctions
does not only include missile and drone sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the
scope of these sanctions has also targeted Iranian citizens and has brought harmful
economic effects to Iranian citizens. These sanctions have usually been imposed by the
United States Treasury Department and its trading partners. Economic threats directly and
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indirectly pose serious challenges to a wide segment of the economy and ultimately
national security. The US sanctions policy towards Iran mainly has a political and security
origin that is applied with the intention of weakening the weapons programs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Challenging economic security can also affect other aspects, such as the
military dimensions of power. Meanwhile, we are also witnessing the wide dimensions of
this impact on the lives of citizens, so these sanctions are considered the most severe and
complex economic sanctions. It is important to note that the issue of security mindset
formation cannot be viewed in an absolute and one-dimensional way, because countless
factors are involved and fruitful in the formation of security mindset. By being aware of
this reciprocal effect, perhaps a balance can be created between this structure and the
limitations resulting from it, because firstly, these structures are not a revelation from
home and there is the possibility of their modification, change and new formulation under
the influence of new experiences. On the other hand, by informing the international
community about the way this structure is formed and recalling the bitter experiences that
have been fallen us, and also (clarifying the defensive position of our military power), we
can take steps towards reducing the limitations resulting from this structure.

Keywords: Security Mentality, Structuring, United States of America, Iraq,
International Sanctions.
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