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Introduction

Elite migration refers to crossing the political borders of countries and changing place of
residence for a long period, including professionals, scientists, engineers, and elites, under
the term "brain drain," and it is considered a form of forced migration. It intensifiedWorld
War |1, occurring from peripheral regions (underdeveloped and developing) towards the
center (First World and developed); this migration takes a one-way direction and benefits
developed societies. Studies show that during the last three decades, a significant volume
of quantitative and qualitative research has been conducted in this field; however, these
studies have often been scattered, isolated, and lacking theoretical and methodological
coherence. The lack of integration of findings from previous studies has created a serious
obstacle to achieving a holistic picture of the nature, causes, and contexts of Iranian elite
migration. Meanwhile, the meta-synthesis method, as one of the systematic approaches,
can lead to the production of cumulative knowledge beyond previous studies by
integrating the findings of prior qualitative and quantitative studies. Furthermore, existing
evidence (news agencies, lived experiences of academics, and the results of 59 documents
from the period 2005 to 2025) indicates an upward and accelerating trend in the migration
of elites from Iran in recent years.

Research Method

The research method of this study is a systematic meta-synthesis review based on the
Sandelowski and Barroso (2007) model. The research period covers 2005 to 2025. From
114 collected documents (statistical population), based on inclusion and exclusion criteria,
59 final documents (sample size) were purposefully selected and entered the analysis and
evaluation phase. Inclusion criteria for studies included: topic related to elite migration,
publication within the specified time frame, conducting research in Iran or about Iranian
elites, access to full text, having a clear research method, and presenting empirical
findings. Exclusion criteria included: theoretical and review studies without field data,
studies lacking a clear research method, and duplicate research with identical data.
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Discussion and Results

-Social Context

Table (1). Social Context

Main Category

Sub-concepts

1. Social Anomie

a. Social Failure: Relative deprivation, social frustration,
obstacles to progress and growth of social life, limitations in the
social space, existence of university entrance exam (Konkour)
obstacles, job and employment barriers, feeling of hopelessness
about future job

b. Feeling of Social Anomie: Feeling of insecurity about the
future, unfavorable future outlook, uncertainty about the future,
lack of hope for future job, fear of staying, academic
hopelessness, social disorganization

2. Decline of Social
Capital

Prevalence of mistrust, decrease in social capital, lack of
institutionalized and stable participation, weakness of
nationalism, lack of social cohesion, weakness of social trust,
reduced social belonging, lack of territorial attachment, unstable
social relations.

3. Social Dissatisfaction

Socio-economic dissatisfaction, job dissatisfaction, critical
attitude towards current and future conditions of society,
dissatisfaction with family conditions, dissatisfaction with social
conditions of society

4. Social Discrimination
and Inequality

Gender discrimination, lack of job opportunities, feeling of
discrimination, social inequality, existence of discrimination in
society, inequality of social opportunity, social inequalities,
difference in living standards and inequality in the dollar.

5. Low Quality of Life

Lack of advanced medical and health facilities, low social welfare
conditions, poor scientific facilities and welfare, low quality of
work life, low university financial and welfare facilities, welfare

problems, lack of adequate economic facilities, problem of
welfare and employment for elites

—Cultural Context

Table (2). Cultural Context

Cal\t/I:;]gry Sub-concepts
Decreased elite participation in managing life and society, lack of faculty
participation, lack of social support for researchers' rights, change in social
1. Negative relations within scientific institutions, decreased participation of scientific
Scientific ass_embli_es, on_e-way_scientiﬁc inte_:r_action, free_—r_ider scien_tiﬁc netv_vork, not
Capital involving thinkers in macro decisions, scientific anomalies, ethnic and
national hostility in the academic system, feeling of alienation in the
scientific environment, conflict between professors and scientific group,
scientific aversion.
Inefficient work culture, devaluation of time and working hours, lack of
2. Weak entrgprenegrship, .unv_villingness to be serious about work in scientific and
Wo;‘k Ethics administrative institutions, weakness of effort culture, lack of government
and Culture need for the private sector for job creativity, government inattention to the
production and entrepreneurship sector, conflict of behaviors with work
ethics, incompetence and unhealthy work relationships.
Educational discrimination, discrimination in employment and urban facilities,
3. unwillingness of local youth to pursue university education, dissatisfaction
Repulsiveness with university, imitative educational system, Western cultural invasion of
of the the academic system, mushroom-like growth of university centers, lack of
Educational continuous planning for elites, feeling of passivity among elites,
System heterogeneous geographical distribution of university institutions, saturation
and inflation of academic disciplines.
4. Cultural a) Educational-Academic Attraction: Social status of elites at the destination,

Attraction of

desire for modern life, access to facilities, high research credits and facilities,
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the
Destination

social attention to the value of scientific activities, necessary facilities for
research, meritocracy, opportunity to continue education, improvement of
scientific and professional growth, better connection of expertise with the
needs of foreign society, better cultural and scientific attractions for living.

b) Biological-Civic Attraction: Safe and stress-free society, multi-national and

cultural society, stability of political situation, social welfare abroad,
achieving better social comfort for self and family, existence of better job
opportunities, better material welfare facilities for living, access to higher
wages and salaries, interest in living in a non-discriminatory society,
existence of individual-political freedoms, interest in living in a modern
environment.

5. Weakness
of
Educational
Justice

Discrimination in employment, discrimination among educated individuals in
academic ranks and recruitment in scientific centers, mismatch of some
elites' expertise with society's needs, unfair distribution of scientific-research
facilities among elites, unfair distribution of scientific facilities across
different regions of the country.

6.
Inefficiency of
Industry and

Weak connection between scientific and industrial centers, lack of an efficient

educational system for job creation, unsuitable environment of domestic
universities for business, conflict of curriculum with society, quantitative
expansion of higher education and lack of attention to development,

Society inefficiency of the educational structure.
Lack of emphasis on skill and merit, weakness in educational and research
quality, low scientific level of universities and instructors, lack of attention to
7. Decline in the dignity of science and scholars, low prestige of science and seekers of

the Prestige
of Knowledge
and Research

knowledge, diminishing spiritual importance and sanctity of the university,
inattention to the quality of education in universities, prevalence of
credentialism in the country, materialistic attitude towards science, low
quality of educational facilities, unfavorable mental image of the scientific
environment and atmosphere, lack of research conditions, lack of credibility
for research prestige, disbelief in scientific and research work.

8. Cultural
Confusion

Pressure from cultural and intellectual factors, general backwardness of the
country, weakness of patriotism, religious discrimination, cultural
restrictions, cultural frustration, severance of cultural and religious ties,
destruction of intellectual foundations by foreign media, lack of social and
cultural communication with abroad, identity crisis and low cultural
opportunities, lack of adequate cultural facilities, existence of some
inappropriate cultural behavioral elements in society (jealousy and
stinginess), weak scientific and cultural management in the country, cultural
confusion.

Develobment

Increase in global scientific interactions, intense class mobility, growth of
choice in social life, socio-cultural awareness, development of global

of Societal relations, migration and cross-border movement, rule of scientific culture,
Cultural connection between global insight and knowledge, scientific socio-cultural
Awareness relations, astonishingly rapid progress of knowledge and technology
Domi;gﬁce of Familiarity with Western liberal culture, stereotypical patriarchal notions in
Western Iran, dominance of traditional lifestyle and politics over the public sphere,
Lifestyle domination of this Western culture over backward Iranian culture.
11. Low Lack of attention to human development, lack of support for specialized
Impértance per;onne_l, inattention to academlcs, falllurt'a to recruit specialists in )
of Human educa_ltlgnal |ns§|tut|ons, uncertalnlty for s<_:|ent|f|c speaallsts, lack c_)f me!'lt
Resources criteria in recruitment, lack of social prestige for thinkers, lack of financial

support for elites, ignoring human rights.

—Economic Context

Table (3). Economic Context

Main Category

Sub-concepts

1. Economic
Welfare at Origin

More savings and helping family at destination, increasing support
productivity, transparency of support and growth/increase of elite
productivity, material needs, economic attractions, better job future and
change in living standards, comparing living conditions with facilities in
the country of study and life situation after possible return to the
country, finding a job and higher income.

2. Economic
Pressures on

Fewer job opportunities, lack of housing for elites, livelihood issues, low
income, imbalance between cost and income, country's backwardness,
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Elites

feeling of insecurity about job future, job dissatisfaction, job instability,
lack of job security, lack of economic security, decreased family income,
feeling of low economic security, economic-livelihood problems.

3. Weakness of
Scientific
Investment

Severity of sanctions against Iran, economic conditions, low-skill
economy, differences in wages and employment conditions between
countries and migration costs, lack of job and promotion opportunities,
weak laboratory equipment

4. Economic
Anomie

Unemployment rate and inflation rate, unequal income, disproportion
between income and expenses, lack of socio-economic facilities, lack of
fair wealth distribution, appropriate tax system; low incomes, unhealthy

economic competition, increasing class gap, unsuitable employment

status

—Political Context

Table (4). Political Context

Main Category

Sub-concepts

1. Political
Discrimination

Ethnic discrimination within institutions, gender discrimination in
legislation, influence of political tendencies and thoughts, rent-seeking
activities, ideological and partisan administration, inefficient
management system, traditional government laws

2. Complex
Bureaucracy

Bulky role of government in legislation, complex and ambiguous laws
and regulations, compulsory military service system, ideologization of
the human resource recruitment structure, state ownership, weakness
in policy-making and planning, inappropriate administrative structure
and procedures of the country's scientific-executive centers,
complexity of the administrative and bureaucratic system

3. Political Law

Non-compliance with the law, legal problems, lack of rule of law, lack
of corruption control; low quality of law, lack of transparency of

Evasion existing laws, cumbersome laws for elites, non-compliance with laws
and regulations, political partisanship
4. Political Spread of corruption, instability of political managers, politicization of
Cbrruption scientific and research spaces, abuse of government positions and

public offices, feeling of political deprivation

5. Low Political
Capital

Perception of the political situation, level of trust in politicians,
political instability, inattention to the political rights of elites,
decreased elite freedoms, dissatisfaction with government

performance, political distrust

Conclusion

The Center-Periphery theory analyzes the distance between origin and destination
countries in terms of development (center-attraction) and underdevelopment (periphery-
repulsion). The presence of attraction at the destination and repulsion at the origin
provides the grounds for a transitional migration (skilled and expert human resources to
the center). According to the theory, the formation of a triad consisting of 1. Center; 2.
Semi-periphery; and 3. Periphery reflects a type of socio-political, social, cultural, and
economic inequality in which countries interact with the center (First World) based on
their economic capital. The center regulates the type of action and social game, which has
an economic-political basis. This social game changes the taste of the actors (elites of the
developing world) and leads to a pattern of crossing geographical borders to reach the
ideal society (center). In this continuum, changes are one-way, transferring the ready and
prepared human capital to the destination (socio-political exploitation). The First World
rapidly increases its capital and economic development through migrant and non-migrant
elites, thus maintaining its distance from the periphery (domination and socio-economic
gap), and it possesses political and social mechanisms (economic resources, elites,
attraction/repulsion, media, propaganda) to deepen this gap. Using the formula of
attraction at the center (freedom, democracy, welfare, display of power, authority,
security) and repulsion at the periphery (war, stress, threats/sanctions, political pressures,
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increasing economic problems) makes this gap increasingly wider in today's world. Elites
and specialists who possess scientific capital need economic security for creativity,
entrepreneurship, and idea generation. The existence of socio-economic disorganization in
the periphery and the granting of socio-economic facilities at the center are the beginnings
of elite migration.

Keywords. Elite migration, World systems theory, Social deprivation, Quality of life,
Political governance.
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