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Introduction

Tension and duality distinctions are the characteristics of human societies. Since a group
is formed with certain beliefs, it creates a dual distinction between itself and the other.
The number of these dualities is wide depending on which point of view it is explained
and under what conditions it is created. According to environmental requirements,
avoiding others or fight others has various roots and forms. Sometimes having social or
class roots, sometimes cultural or economic and sometimes political. These bipolar can
regulate the specific social life system.

An important question that is raised in the discussions of political philosophy and
regarding the bipolarity of good and right is whether an external basis is necessary to
measure the rightness and wrongness of a person's behavior and actions, or is the standard
of behavior and actions based on the goal that one seeks? Because the answer to this
question can create two different social systems and a different discourse system around
each of these poles, so that the fate and path of the society will be guided in two different
ways. Therefore, the duality of good and right and the discussion about the precedence of
one over the other or the logical relationship between the two are important topics of
political and democratic theory.

The relationship between good and right can influence the shape of the legal system and
the rule of law of any country. What kind of discourses govern the political atmosphere of
the country and whether these discourses are based on good or based on right can
determine power relations. From this point of view, we try to answer these questions in
this article: How has the dual reflection of right and good been in the dominant political
discourses in the Islamic Republic? Is it possible to find traces of this duality in the
system of intra-discourse meanings and inter-discourse confrontations in the political field
after the Islamic Revolution of Iran?

Methodology

From the perspective of typology, this research is in the theoretical foundation class. From
the point of view of the descriptive method, it is a discourse analysis method. In terms of
the research strategy, it is qualitative and finally, its data is derived from document data
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that reflect the opinions and discourse positions of the subjects of analysis.

The analysis methodology of this article is based on discourse theory. Discourse theory is
a theory emerging from the post-structuralist doctrine that tries to create a synthesis
between text and context and to understand the meanings of signs, symbols, behaviors and
social actions in the context of a system of intellectual and material meanings and
relations. From this point of view, explaining the many manifestations of reality under the
discourse as an epistemological and analytical tool on the one hand and trying to combine
the mind and the object within the discourse narrative on the other hand, provides the
researcher with possibilities to describe the space and various social conditions. The
occurrence of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran established certain conditions in the last four decades and established a
system of meanings and ideas, the analysis of which requires an interpretive approach to
understand the intellectual complexities and implied meanings of signs and actions in
Iranian politics. For this reason, we have chosen the discourse approach, which provides a
good analytical tool for interpreting the clear and implied meanings of political opinions
and their relationship with the system of dominant meanings in Iranian politics.

Discussion and Results

Duality is something that has been around for two centuries, that is, since the time when
our traditional society faced the new culture and civilization and showed its image in the
mirror of rationality and the new western civilization in our society, and every so often it
appears among us. This duality is completely natural and results from two types of
worldview, two ontological ways and two ways of facing the world, the world of
tradition, beliefs and ways of personal life, social and political from these beliefs on the
one hand, and the modern world, values, beliefs and ways of personal, social and political
life based on modern values, On the other hand. The emergence of this duality between
these two historical traditions (the world of tradition and modernity) is a completely
natural and historical thing that should not and cannot be ignored. In the following, we
will first discuss the theoretical foundations and then explain the signs and symbols of the
dominant discourses in the Islamic Republic from the perspective of good and right.

Theoretical Foundations

"Good" is a positive goal that is achieved through our actions, and "right" is a set of moral
rules or norms that limit and restrict our pursuit of good. In a brief expression, good
means that humans are purposeful and goal-seeking creatures with desires and aspirations;
And the right means that people follow their lives in groups whose organization and order
include rules, laws and necessary institutions. In the discussions of contemporaries, the
distinction or opposition of these two concepts was at the center of the debate between the
two viewpoints of consequentialism and deontologism: consequentialists consider good to
be the first and right actions are those that are bound to good; Deontologism consider the
right to be the first and independent of the good and even prohibit the actions leading to
the good when they are exposed to fundamental moral rules.

In the ancient era and in the thought of Socrates, the general characteristics of “good"
gradually emerge, and in Plato's thought, the rational soul must move in pursuit of the
absolute good, the political implications of which can be found in the Treatise of the
President.

In the new centuries, along with the evolution of philosophical thinking and political
thought, the place of reflection on the duality of right and good also changed.
Individualism became a focal point in the new political thought and the foundations of
ethics in politics were transformed. In the same way, the nature of the discussion was
changed from emphasizing the heaven of examples and the example of the supreme
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person of good to the ground of human rights and the discussion about good and right was
also transferred to the wishes and freedom of the individual and the country's legal
system. One aspect of this discussion can be considered with regard to the intervention of
justice in the concept of "right". Justice in social institutions, not justice of individuals.
John Rawils in a theory about justice and justice as fairness (retelling of a theory) (Rawls,
2001) states that the right is prior to the good because he believes that justice precedes
happiness. Happiness has value if it is just, and he goes on to say that man has the right to
choose his way of life based on the principles of justice he has achieved. Therefore,
people can find the answer to how to govern well by relying on the principles of justice
that they have achieved.

Among other great thinkers who entered the discussion of right and good in the
contemporary period, we can mention Alasdair Macintyre. In the book "In Pursuit of
Virtue", he has a critical and historical view of modern Western culture from the
Enlightenment era and a critique of liberalism and the common concept of rationality
arising from it.

Charles Taylor and Michael Sandel are other experts who have contributed to the
discussion of good and right. These two are considered to be members of the theory of
socialism. Taylor instead of focusing his critique on the originality of individuality
criticizes the cultural approach of the originality of utility and the originality of nature to
the individual. Michael Sandel also criticizes the liberal point of view from a socialistic
point of view.

Discourse signs of reformism and principalism

With the passage of four decades since the occurrence of the Islamic Revolution, the
arrangement of forces and discourses in the political life of the Islamic Republic have
become consistent in a way that they can be placed under two discourses known as
"reformism" and "fundamentalism". These two discourses are the main sub-discourses of
the "Islamic Revolution" macro-discourse, and the course of evolution they have had has
absorbed the enduring elements of smaller discourses and articulated them within
themselves.

In general, if we consider the discourse of the Islamic Revolution as a spectrum of
discourse elements, using classical political definitions, we can consider reformism as the
left position of the Islamic Revolution discourse and fundamentalism as the right position.

Radical reformism  Moderate reformism Moderate principalism Radical principalism
< >

Diagram 1. The range of sub-discourses of the macro-discourse of the
Islamic Revolution

Discourse of principalism

Principalism means adherence to special principles and values, which are elements of the
discourse of the Islamic Revolution.

The main signifiers of the discourse of principalism, which had its roots in the
transformation of the traditional right, are the authenticity of traditional jurisprudence, the
implementation of Sharia rules, and the supremacy of the clergy as the main interpreters
of jurisprudence. The discourse of principalism, with features such as complete obedience
to the fagih guardianship, aims to organize the Islamic society based on religious values.
Of course, there is a sign of religious democracy in their discursive system, with the
difference that they do not consider the role of giving legitimacy to the people in the
political system by interpreting some of Imam Khomeini's opinions. The discourse of
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principalism is a kind of transnational discourse of Islamism. According to this discourse,
the nation, national borders, national interests, national government and national identity
are artificial things, and the originality is with the Islamic nation and its identity and
interests. From this point of view, nation-state and national borders have no originality.
The discourse of principalism considers the world as its field of action, and as far as its
internal functions are concerned, it interprets internal affairs from the perspective of
global struggle.

Reformist Discourse

In the beginning, this discourse was known as the Islamic left. The signs of this discourse
can be seen in the concepts and ideas, the legitimacy of Islam and the necessity of
upholding its rulings, the fagih guardianship, social justice, redistribution of wealth and
assets, state economy, populism, the rule of jurisprudence and the authenticity of the
clergy, seeking martyrdom, believing in a single Islamic nation (Islamic internationalism),
anti-arrogance and support for the world's oppressed, alienation from the West and
especially the United States, support for Palestine, cynicism towards international
organizations and the policy of looking to the East. The Islamic left was basically an
extension of the ideology proposed by the late Dr. Shariati.

After the death of Imam Khomeini, the Islamic left withdrew from the executive power.
During the eight years of the Sazandegi government, the Islamic left discourse had
become a critic of power. This crisis of the Islamic left discourse became the prelude to its
transformation into reformism. Reformism, in contrast to the right hyper discourse, which
articulated on the Islamic aspect of the system, followed an intellectual interpretation of
the Islamic Revolution's macro-discourse, especially under the influence of the theoretical
works of new religious thinkers. Therefore, the signs of the Islamic democratic discourse
were organized around the republic of the system or the concept of the people. In contrast
to the discourse of the right, which was articulated around the sign of the Islamization of
the system, the symptoms of the reformist discourse, which promised an Islamic
democracy, tried to make the republic or people's participation more prominent in the
discourse of the Islamic revolution than in the past. Therefore, he called himself the flag
bearer of political development, civil society and democracy and called for the
Islamization of the system based on what he called dynamic jurisprudence, which was a
religious escape for compatibility between the teachings of Islam and some new demands
of the middle class, such as the participation of women and tolerance. with dissidents, less
interference in the private lives of society members and de-escalation of international
relations, especially with the slogan of dialogue between civilizations.

Comparison of discourses

discourse of principalism [ Reformation discourse
Emphasis on the movement against the national government
Emphasis on Islamic-Shia ideology and worldview
A herald of the supreme goodness based on the laws of Sharia
Believes in religious democracy (instead of western democracy)
Unable to provide a model based on maximum rights and freedom for citizens
Competition based on political ideology instead of political thought and opinion
the originality of traditional jurisprudence

Belief in dynamic jurisprudence

teachings
people's vote only acceptability People's vote, legitimacy and acceptability
the Islamic-Iranian model of progress Political and economic development
transnational discourse, global ideal Interests, |dent|tyzaafrt1grn7a6t)|onal government
the Islamic Ummah State - Nation
duty is prior to right Rights cannot be taken away from duty
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The value of Islam is based on its truth,
not on the approval of the people The government chbcl{sen by the people
(installation theory). (republican)
believe in the priority of good over the Trying to provide a combined model of good
right and right with the logical precedence of right
Emphasis on new concepts in the field of
resistance to new concepts rights and freedom (with the aim of prioritizing
rights)
issuing revolution and idealism in foreign Reducing friction with foreign powers (after
policy 76)

In short, in measuring the ratio of discourses of fundamentalism and reformism with the
dual concepts of good and right, it should be noted that the necessity of proposing a
theory about justice and right is to have a tradition of political thought in which the
concepts related to public ethics and social life are arranged. Rather than being based on
political thought and theory, the discourses of principalism and reformism were the
generator of political ideologies for political struggle in order to gain and maintain power.
In this way, like other political ideologies, they have been heralds of a great good or a
comprehensive political doctrine, which is possible to achieve if they adhere to their
desired political beliefs. It is also worth noting that although the emphasis on the
establishment of Sharia law and the duty of society to follow Sharia laws have been one
of the foundations of the political discourses of the Islamic Revolution, here too good is
given precedence because Sharia laws are a medium for guiding people to Towards
worldly and hereafter happiness and interests of Islamic society.

Conclusion

The important sub-discourses of the Islamic Revolution, i.e., principalism and reformism,
both in their own way have been directed to a comprehensive doctrine and supreme good,
without presenting even an implicit theory about the duality of right and good or the
priority of one over the other, and in fact it can be claimed that many Cases with the right
are far from its Rawlsian concept.

The stream of principalism with the a priori consideration of values, opinions and norms
such as the theory of the fagih guardianship, political Islam and the creation of judicial
principles based on agreed upon values is close to the concept of right with Islamic
interpretation. However, from the point of view of principalism, good lies entirely in
Islamic values and right can be defended as a concept emanating from Islamic values. As
a result, they think by consensus on their accepted principles and the persuasion of other
groups so that right emerges from the path of their previous good and belief. Therefore, it
can be said that although the traditional religious and jurisprudential thought has the
capacity to provide a theory of justice through theorizing and innovation based on the
requirements of the time, its descent into the political game and its transformation into a
political ideology aimed at gaining and maintaining power, theoretical possibilities It
sacrifices it for the sake of political imperatives.

The reformist discourse, during its transformation from a value-ideological current with
previous principles, was able to distance itself from the imposition of the Islamic-
jurisprudential interpretation of good on the right and tried to be somewhat closer to the
Rawlsian concept of the right. In recent years, the words and opinions of some reformers
who propose a consensus concept such as nationality and Iranianness as a basis for
starting a dialogue between political forces are closer to the concept of right without prior
interpretation - as Rawls stated. However, this view is still on the sidelines and the
spokesmen of this view are not very consensus with the reformist discourse.

Keywords: Duality Right and Good, Islamic Revolution, Discourse Analysis,
Reformist, Principalism
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1. Consequentialism
2. Deontologism
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1. Text and Context
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1. Artculation
2. Nodal Point
3. Moment
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