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Introduction

Pre-industrial societies include societies in which the division of labor was still in a
primitive state before the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries. People
in these societies had created their own “lifeworld” without the help of industries and
away from the concept of technology as opposed to modern techniques. The division
of labor is considered to be the most significant distinction between pre-industrial and
industrial societies; nevertheless, the differences between the two transcend the
division of labor and encompass issues of culture, politics, social relations, and
religious beliefs. To explain the political and social situation of Iran before
encountering the modern era, theories such as Oriental despotism, Oriental autocratic
governments, or Sultanism, which is also known as the Oriental bureaucratic
government, are generally used. The theory of Oriental despotism starts in Ancient
Greece with Herodotus and the distinction between barbarians and Greeks. Still, the
first sparks of this theory were formed in the modern era with Charles Montesquieu.
Due to the differences in climate and temperament, he does not consider the people of
the East to be susceptible to democracy, unlike the West. In the following, this
approach is elevated by Karl Marx, and by presenting the theory of the “Asiatic mode
of production,” he makes a fundamental distinction between pre-industrial societies,
especially the Orient, and the Western world. Marx viewed Asian production as
distinct from European production in his book “Grundrisse,” and contrary to the
simplistic historical account he presented in his book "The German Ideology," he
observed that Asian production exhibited fundamental differences from its European
counterpart. He considered the special geographical climate of Oriental societies to be
the cause of the formation of artificial irrigation and the need for large and autocratic
governments to manage this irrigation system. Despite the substantial differences in
his thoughts compared to Marx, Max Weber reached similar premises and results in
studying Oriental societies. He also regarded the distinctive features and geographical
determinism of the ancient Asian civilizations as contributing factors to the
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establishment of autocratic and imposing governments. These governments possessed
a vast and extensive bureaucracy, primarily based on the payment of tribute, looting,
and extortion, thereby enabling the dominance of the patrimonial government over
their societies. Wittfogel presented the most comprehensive framework of this theory
with his book “Oriental Despotism” and by using the theory of the Asian mode of
production and Weber's patriarchal state.

The theory of Oriental despotism in Iran appeared in the fields of thought of people such
as Abbas Vali, Homa Katouzian, and Ahmad Seyf. In contrast, these theories seem to be
more of an attempt to adapt history to theory rather than trying to shape the theory
through historical materials and elements. Katouzian used a range of circumstantial
concepts, including "Old society," “short-term society," and “autocratic government,”
which he considered to be the result of conflict between the state and the nation.
Nonetheless, he did not provide a comprehensive examination of the middle period of
Iran, encompassing the period from the 11th to the 19th centuries. Even with powerful
and notable names such as “Mansour” and “Mehdi Abbasid” or “Harun al-Rashid,"
“Malik Shah Seljuqi," and “Abbas the Great," Iran has always suffered during this period.
Hence, the centralized government did not possess a significant presence in pre-industrial
Iran, and this government, widely regarded as autocratic and imposing, has consistently
encountered conflict with various social strata, including tribes and tribes.

In this article, while critiquing the shortcomings of the aforementioned theories, an attempt is
made to address the inquiry posed by Patricia Crone in her book “Pre-Industrial Societies”. The
framework she presented in her book and the evidence gleaned from other studies serve to
answer the question of how the historical sociology of Iran came about and how the tensions
between the state and society in pre-industrial Iran were shaped by the factors that influenced
its formulation. Additionally, she explores the impact of this conflict on the Is, such as the
Abbasid Revolution (SiahJamegan), "SepidJamegan” and "Ismailis” The selected hypothesis in
this article is that the traditional governments have been unable to deal with these movements
due to their thin and fragile nature, and even the small population movements could have
occupied the central governments for years. Several examples of pre-industrial governments
present in the history of Iranian civilization were examined in this research. The findings of this
research show that pre-industrial governments as depicted by Crone are weak, and this
weakness is evident in the results.

Methodology

The purpose of this research is to answer the research question by using primary sources,
library and historical sources, and the original theoretical framework presented by Patricia
Crone in the book "Pre-industrial Societies" about the minimal and fragile governments of
these societies and their coordinates.

Result and Discussion

Patricia Crone attempts to examine the coordinates of societies before civilization, before
the Industrial Revolution, and even before the formation of capitalism. It appears that
Crone is not solely addressing the pre-industrial state of civilizations in this literary work;
he also depicts a scenario that predates the emergence of early capitalism and
mercantilism. He scrutinizes the forms of societies that exhibit fundamental distinctions
from the contemporary form of their constituent elements, encompassing the economic
and social system, religion, government, and culture.

The Social and Economic System

The division of labor can be considered to be the most important factor in the
transformation and development of primitive societies into complex and advanced
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societies. The enduring transformations in these societies resulted in the establishment of
a novel division of labor, and with the advent of the Industrial Revolution, this division of
labor reached its apex. However, the emergence of cities and the formation of
governments were the result of this increasing but slow division of labor in the transition
from the primitive world to the civilized world. The division of labor was the main
catalyst for the formation of governments and a necessary condition for the social,
political, and cultural complexities of civilizations. Governments themselves were the
fundamental component in the formation and evolution of civilizations. The cultivation of
agricultural products serves as a crucial distinction between the pre-industrial and
industrial eras. Due to the force of human arms and four-legged animals, pre-industrial
agriculture was not able to provide anything beyond the livelihood of households
dependent on the land and ultimately paid tribute, whereas industrial agriculture is
dependent on the market economy. The concept of work was not in its modern sense but
in terms of personal interests, group and ethnic attachments, and religious beliefs. Rather,
a person worked because of a kind of full-scale loyalty to the employer that bound him
morally, religiously, and socially.

The Politic and Government

In pre-industrial societies, life was perpetually in conflict between civilization and
barbarism, with the possibility of civilization being defeated by a barbarian tribe.
However, due to the conditions of government coercion, the same barbarian people went
towards civilization and even metamorphosed into the previous civilization. The
communities exhibited other characteristics, such as economic self-sufficiency and
cultural and social autonomy from the central government. In this regard, the formation
and spread of the dominant culture among the masses of people was a difficult and even
impossible task. As a consequence, governments were forced to use force for territorial,
economic, and cultural integration, and the formation of individual despotism depended
on this issue. Despite the absolute nature of governments, in practice, traditional
governments were unable to create unity in the land and society and rarely controlled the
masses of people under their rule. We can conclude that there was no difference between
the personal and public spheres of the King, and that they were of the same nature. One of
the most controversial and significant topics that are discussed in politics in these
societies is the “succession crisis.” Upon initial examination, it appears that the tradition
of the succession of the eldest son is a prevalent custom; however, due to various factors,
this mechanism has consistently been disrupted. Each of the succession claimants
considered themselves entitled to the position of the king as the most prepared people to
fight over the succession after the death of the ruler.

The Culture

As per the expression "human societies," it can be asserted that culture serves as the
distinguishing factor between humans and animals, and it can be posited that culture
constitutes the distinct ecosystem of the human species. Through the process of culture,
mankind compensates for the shared traits with animals, commonly referred to as
"instinct," which exhibits various deficiencies. In pre-industrial societies, culture had
fundamental differences with the modern form. For instance, in contemporary societies,
the educational system has significantly shifted away from the traditional teacher-disciple
relationship, particularly in Western post-industrial societies. This shift has been
attributed to the incorporation of laboratory innovations and integrated library resources,
whereas in traditional societies, the name of the educational system was largely
meaningless.
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Society and Individual

In pre-industrial societies, individuals were not innately recognized as individuals; rather,
individuals were identified by their group, family, clan, or tribe. Due to its weak economic
function, the pre-modern society was a time without class distinction, and people had a
similar sense of value towards “self” and “other.” In this sense, there was no individual
identity. During pre-industrial societies, with the nature of the entire hierarchy and the
presence of the ruler at the top of this hierarchy, there was a fundamental distinction
between commons and properties. The removal of this hierarchy would result in
anonymity and meaninglessness for mankind, thereby denying him his inherent and divine
rights. The prominent prospect of the existence of such hierarchies in pre-industrial
Societies was to prevent the disintegration of this “incoherent” entity.

Religion

Religion often contains cultural beliefs, worldviews, specific texts derived from
prophecies or revelations, and morals that are special and have a spiritual meaning and
identity for the members who believe in them. In this sense, religion can be considered a
part of culture, which is an important part of human invention and the socio-political map
of human life. Human beings have shaped their societies and socio-political structures
through the utilization of invisible but current mental structures in the language, conduct,
and intersubjective meanings of individuals, including religion and profession. Religion,
like other human mental structures, eventually becomes a symbolic culture that influences
language, self-awareness, and social order. The myth of religion also provides logic and
significance to the illogical essence of the process of the sphere of power in an attempt to
give it meaning.
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The pre-industrial world has also seen these components in a special form, but with the
same nature as other societies. In the subsequent portion of the research, the issues
pertaining to agriculture, politics, government, and religion in Iran are deliberated upon.
Ultimately, it is noteworthy that the aforementioned characteristics present in pre-
industrial societies have served as the catalyst for the establishment of a distinct
ecosystem of life, with its distinct possibilities and limitations. Moreover, it is noteworthy
that the pre-industrial societies of Oriental countries are fundamentally distinct from their
counterparts in the Western world.
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Conclusion

According to what has been said, it can be said that contrary to what the 'Oriental
Despotism' theory states about the characteristics of pre-industrial governments and
societies, these are minimal, weak, fragile, and powerless governments. The researcher
should not fall victim to numerous and sometimes contradictory historical materials, nor
should he ignore dogma in sociological theories and try to adapt history to them. By
examining certain movements that emerged in the pre-industrial society of Iran, such as
the revolts of Abu Muslim, SepidJamegan, and Ismailis, the primary hypothesis of the
research can be substantiated to a significant extent. It has been proposed that the
powerful rulers of Iran, namely the Abbasids, Ghaznavids, and Seljuks, who ruled over
the territory of Iran, were widely recognized as the most formidable Oriental states.
Furthermore, the Sepidjamegan and Ismailis' rebellion persisted unabated until the
Mongols, a barbarian group, successfully quelled the blaze of the Nizari Ismaili state. Due
to their inherent weaknesses and structural determinism in the pre-industrial era, pre-
industrial governments were ineffective in establishing authority within their respective
societies. These governments brought the surrounding communities under their obedience
through punitive, encouraging, or symbolic means, and this obedience also had
conditions. In pre-industrial societies, governments were autocratic, but in practice, they
were minimal and thin governments, which were always at risk of rebellion, foreign
attack, famine, destruction, and extinction.

Keywords: Eastern Tyranny, Iran, Patricia Crone, Fragile State, State and Pre-Industrial
Society
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