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Introduction

Social Cleavages represent the criteria by which members of society are dividing into different
groups. These criteria can be historical, cultural, religious, economic, geographical, political,
and so on. Saocial Cleavages are rooted in historical, geographical, and cultural diversities and
vary from one society to another based on different factors. These social Cleavages become
politicized over different periods and geographical spaces and are usually highlighted similarly.
The strengthening of social Cleavages intensifies political polarization in society and reduces
the space needed for sudden changes regarding various choices. Therefore, social Cleavages
are among the most important concepts that can affect the smallest to the largest social and
political issues at both micro and macro levels. In this regard, Nourabad, Fars, is no exception
on a micro/intra-provincial scale. In this county, the electoral campaign is influenced by the
multicultural society and the tribal and clan groups, creating a context for tension between
political forces and biological demarcations and, consequently, the formation of power blocs.
This issue has led to the formation of various active and latent Cleavages in this geographical
space among electoral candidates, which, depending on their type, nature, and form, have
consequences such as undesirable geopolitical imagery and underdevelopment. Hence, this
research seeks to discover and explain the types of social Cleavages in the electoral campaign;
a campaign that is deeply ethnic, geographical, exclusionary, and provocative in nature, placing
electoral candidates and their geographical territories in conflict with each other.

Methodology

The importance of this research lies in addressing the tension-filled and conflict-driven
approaches of electoral candidates, in contrast to political rationality, within a structure
characterized by ethnic and tribal provocations. This approach leads to tribal divergence,
territorial bloc formation, and social Cleavages. Therefore, discovering, examining, and
resolving the various social Cleavages resulting from the political activities of candidates
in the electoral campaign highlight the necessity of addressing this issue. Nourabad, Fars,
was chosen as the case study due to the prominence of its tribal culture and tendencies,
which create a fertile ground for social Cleavages. The political dynamics prevailing in
each election period (both national and local levels) and the presence of candidates from
various political spectrums have exacerbated social Cleavages in this electoral district.
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This article is qualitative and analytical in nature. The researcher, in addition to
illustrating the current state of affairs, aims to describe and explain the reasons for the
nature of the issue, its current state, and its dimensions.

Discussion and Result

The culmination of the number and nature of social Cleavages during the twelve rounds of
parliamentary elections in the Mamasani and Rostam Constituency (centered around
Nourabad, Fars) indicates the social structuring of Cleavages during each round. Based on
the findings, the following data can be extracted:

a) The number of social Cleavages prevalent in different election rounds fluctuated
between a minimum of 4 Cleavages (rounds 2 and 8) and a maximum of 10 Cleavages
(round 5). Merely the high number of Cleavages in the electoral campaign cannot be
deemed determinative. Despite relatively fewer Cleavages in certain rounds (such as
rounds 8 and 9), street-level coercion and tribal mobilization have also occurred.

b) The types of Cleavages have predominantly been structural and random; some
Cleavages (such as geographical, tribal, and ethnic Cleavages) have remained constant
and stable across different election rounds, while others (such as ideological, political,
party-based, generational, and class Cleavages) have emerged dynamically and
inconsistently based on the prevailing conditions of each election period. Hence, except
for the creation of random Cleavages in the third round of elections, structural and
random types of Cleavages have simultaneously emerged in other rounds.

¢) The nature of social Cleavages can be dividing into two historical periods: rounds one
to three of the elections (non-tribal) and rounds four to twelve of the elections (tribal +
other Cleavages). In this framework, geographical, tribal, and ethnic Cleavages have
marked the highest level of conflicts among electoral players (including candidates, social
forces, local influencers, and masses). Some other historical Cleavages between different
rounds of the electoral campaign in Nourabad, Fars, include: linguistic/literary (rounds
one to four); political/industrial (rounds five and six); and administrative/despotism
(rounds seven to twelve).

d) The structuring of social Cleavages can be divide into two categories: 1. Dense and
reinforcing (from the first to tenth and twelfth rounds); during these rounds, Cleavages
have accumulated upon each other. 2. Intersecting and weakening (eleventh round);
during this round, due to political Cleavages (government vs. people) and election boycott
by some eligible population, there was a decrease in participation compared to previous
rounds, and to some extent, it weakened the relative mobilization of tribal forces
(especially a portion of the tribal human resources). Nevertheless, tribal centrism in terms
of candidate alignment with their homeland remains a fundamental and prevailing
Cleavage in the electoral campaign of Nurabad, Fars.

Structuring Social Cleavages in the Electoral Campaign

Parliamentary Election Rounds Structuring Social Cleavages
First Five dense Cleavages
Second Four dense Cleavage
Third Six dense Cleavage
Fourth Nine dense Cleavage
Fifth Ten dense Cleavage
Sixth Eight dense Cleavage
Seventh Seven dense Cleavage
Eighth Four dense Cleavage
Ninth Five dense Cleavage
Tenth Seven dense Cleavage
Eleventh Six intersecting Cleavage
Twelfth Nine dense Cleavage
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Conclusion

The research findings demonstrate that social Cleavages have consistently occurred
during the twelve rounds of electoral campaigns in Nourabad, Fars (centered on the
Mamasani and Rostam Constituency), and electoral candidates have played a role in
activating them. The typology of Cleavages indicates that despite the emergence of a
random Cleavages in the third round of parliamentary elections, both structural
(geographical/national/tribal/ethnic) and random (ideological/political/party-
based/generational/gender/class-based, etc.) Cleavages have simultaneously occurred in
other rounds.

From a phenomenological perspective, the first three rounds of elections were influenced
by non-tribal Cleavages (ideological/political/party-based, etc.), while tribal Cleavages
along with other Cleavages have shaped the electoral campaign of Nourabad, Fars, from
rounds four to twelve.

The structuring of social Cleavages has been both dense (rounds one to ten and twelve)
and intersecting (round eleven), fluctuating between a minimum of 4 (rounds two and
eight) and a maximum of 10 (round five) Cleavages.

Overall, it can be concluded that geographical/tribal/ethnic Cleavages, as the foundational
structural Cleavages, have caused the highest level of conflicts in the electoral campaigns
of Nourabad, Fars, and have had various consequences. Firstly, they have created a
background for increasing disputes among elected candidates and their supporters. Since
the fourth round of elections, with the gradual occurrence of tribal Cleavages and the
accumulation of other social Cleavages, conflicts have increased, ultimately leading to
street violence and murder (attaching red line plates to the Mamasani and Rostam
electoral districts in the ninth round). Secondly, they have incited emotional mobilization
and irrational behavior in masses during elections (stuffing ballot boxes, citizens
threatened by armed forces, misuse of ID cards, national codes, etc.). Thirdly, they have
contributed to the destruction of the cultural and social fabric of Nourabad, Fars, on a
national scale and weakened the local development of this geographical area.

Keywords: Social Cleavage, Electoral Campaign, Islamic Consultative Assembly,
Nourabad, Fars.
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