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Introduction

Pahlavi discourse, due to its emergence around the formation of concepts such as: giving,
honesty, religious faith, chivalry, deception and lies, courage, avoidance of greed, patriotism,
caused that in the formation of such a discourse, Shahnameh warriors entered the domain as
mythological symbols. Palitics, on the other hand, in the structure of Iran's political culture, we
are witnessing the emergence of political superhumans in the form of political leaders who
have created the role of national heroes in the field of politics, which have caused the formation
of a mythical attitude towards political leaders who can be named as Amir Kabir and Dr.
Mosadegh. Therefore, the innovation of the present article is in dealing with the position of
Pahlavi discourse in Iranian political culture and the charismaticization of political leaders and
the lack of criticism and the unbearable criticism of political leaders, and the separation of the
political arena from the civil society arena, which turns itself into a vicious circle. It is in
achieving political development.

The main question of the current research is, what effect has the domination of Pahlavi
discourse on the political culture of Iranians had on their political action in the contemporary
history of Iran? The main hypothesis is that the dominance of the Pahlavi discourse around the
central sign of the battle with the devil (political tyranny, corruption and foreign influence) has
led to the transformation of popular politicians and leaders such as Amir Kabir and Mossadegh
into idealistic heroes and their mythological praise in contemporary history, and the
reproduction of the personality cult. It has become based on the savior-centered political culture
of contemporary Iran.
This political heroization and the popularity of idealistic leaders can be better investigated and
recognized with a discourse approach and relying on the mythological roots and cultural
capitals of Iranian society. Undoubtedly, the Pahlavi discourse as a dominant discourse in the
political culture of Iranians in the face of idealistic leaders has played an important role in the
formation and growth of the heroic political culture in the political attitude of Iranians. Of
course, the bold performance and political honesty of idealistic leaders as accepted moral
values in this discourse have not been unaffected in its spread.

Methodology
The main goal of discourse analysis is to investigate and understand the structural relations of
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power, authority, discrimination and control that can be seen in the linguistic and semantic
system. Discourse is a tool that can create relationships and is associated with how it works.
The purpose of discourse analysis is to construct and demonstrate this mechanism of power and
language. (Blommaert, 2005:24-25) In this approach, while paying attention to appropriate
power relations and institutions, by expanding the concept of political matter in all the relations
governing modern life, the hidden power in individual and social political relations is
considered. . In political science studies, special attention is paid to political discourses for
political analysis.

Laclau and Mouffe are among the most important thinkers who used the discourse approach in
a coherent way in the analysis of political phenomena. In the book "Hegemony and Socialist
Strategy", they presented a constructionist account of "discourse”. Relying on the later works of
Wittgenstein, they argued that social institutions become meaningful only through linguistic
and non-linguistic discursive expression. (Laclau & Mouffe, 2001:108) According to their
point of view, the meaning of something is never given in advance, but is created in a process
and through social actions. In a later summary of his view, Laclau claims that there is support
for this broad notion of discourse in Saussure. What he means by discourse is not something
that is basically limited to the fields of speech and writing, but any set of elements in which
relationships play a constructive role; Therefore, "relationship” and "objectivity" are
synonymous. (Laclau, 2005:68)

The central sign of any discourse is the sign around which other signifiers gather, and the
center of gravity of all signifiers is within a discourse; And it has a direct relationship with the
empty signifier or the absent matter, which is the representation of the ideal and desirable
situation that discourses try to present in the best possible way. Empty signifiers play an
important role in the formation of new discourses. The articulation of new political discourses
is formed around the empty signifier in the unsettled discourse; Therefore, the blank slab sits in
the place of the central slab. Absence and emptiness is the characteristic of the central signifier
and is the condition for its success in becoming a hegemonic discourse (Laclau, 1996:37).

Daagram number |-Coaceptual ipoded of research
Belleve in
religion
patriotisan e truth

chivalry
E—"

\ 1

Justice .

Adherence
to the
agreemeat

courage

Apart from
beimg

Rozhan Hesam Ghazi et.al, Pahlavi Discourse and Idealistic Leaders in Contemporary...




iResearch Letter of Political Science

Summer 2024, Volume XIX, Number 3, pp.51-84

Results and Discussion

Pahlavi discourse around the central sign of the battle with the devil, which manifested as the
struggle of political tyranny and the lawless power of the king, internal corruption and the
influence of foreigners, especially the colonial powers (England and Russia), has had a
significant impact on the political culture of contemporary Iran. The emergence of savior and
heroic leaders is the most important consequence of this discourse, in which figures such as
Amir Kabir and Mossadegh, despite the political defeat (ousting and murder of Amir Kabir and
the coup against Mossadegh), still have special respect and value for Iranians. Hero worship is
one of the cultural characteristics institutionalized in the patrimonial political system. The
hereditary nature of power in these systems usually makes it impossible to form political
institutions independent of political leaders, and for this reason, those who bravely try to reform
political affairs independently of the will of autocratic rulers can be considered as popular
heroes by the masses of people. become Mossadegh and Amir Kabir can be seen as examples
of such politicians. In this whole of political systems, government leaders, elites and those who
have special leadership qualities are depicted as heroes, holy personalities, people who are the
source of all charity and their grace leads to the creation of favor for others. Here, we have
briefly examined two historical examples in this regard and how to reproduce the culture of
hero worship in Iran's political culture.

Therefore, we see that due to the accessibility of such a discourse in the suffocating and
repressive atmosphere of Iran at that time, the conditions for the emergence of concepts such as
giving, honesty, religious faith, chivalry, avoiding deception and lies, courage, avoiding greed,
patriotism™ Around the central symbol of the fight against the devil in the image of a national
myth named Amir Kabir, it has been manifested and reproduced, and new features such as
political trust in the leader, saving power and truthfulness of speech as the main characteristics
of the political leader in the field of power will be led.

Examining Mossadegh's political record during the prime ministership within the framework of
the Pahlavi discourse and focusing on the central signifier of this discourse, i.e. confronting the
devil as a symbol of corruption in the three components of the fight against tyranny, the fight
against corruption, and the fight against the influence of foreigners, it has been observed that
the floating signifiers of this discourse revolve around these three The components are
formulated. His performance is formulated in line with these three components, and on this
basis, his performance can be analyzed, and the root of Mossadegh becoming a national hero of
Iranians can be seen in this matter. Limiting the political power of the Shah within the
framework of the constitutional constitution was the most important goal that Mossadegh had
taken into consideration in the fight against political tyranny.

Undoubtedly, the military coup and the removal of Mossadegh was tragic in immortalizing his
face as a patriotic and freedom-loving hero who was overthrown by the conspiracy of foreign
colonialism and domestic tyranny. It remained forever in the historical memory of Iranians.
Maybe if his government didn't fall and his time was passed during the natural process. With a
realistic assessment of his political record and the performance of his government, people
would forget him or even his popularity would decrease over time. This fate can also be asked
about Amir Kabir because his tragic murder was very effective in making him a national hero
in the minds of Iranians.

Conclusion

Considering that the stages of its emergence were formed in line with the formation of floating
signifiers such as giving, honesty, religious faith, chivalry, avoiding deception and lies,
courage, avoiding greed, patriotism, and this has caused such a discourse to revolve around the
central signifier of fighting the devil in The figure of the superhuman is formed as a myth and
enters the field of politics in the form of a hero from the Shahnameh, in which he reproduced
the three special tasks of political trust in the leader, the power of salvation and the truthfulness
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of speech. This discourse has sanctified power and given it a moral, patriarchal and epic base
and has become the basis for legitimizing a certain form of political leadership and
delegitimizing other forms of political power. This discourse has been moralistic on the one
hand and religious on the other hand, which has redefined these two concepts in line with
Iranian nationalism, and as a result, it has become the hegemonic discourse in the field of Iran's
political arena.

It is possible to analyze the popularity of idealistic leaders such as Amir Kabir and Mosaddeq
based on Pahlavi discourse based on three main indicators in their political behavior. These
three indicators are the fight against tyranny, which the performance of Amir Kabir in the form
of limiting the political power of the Shah, the establishment of Dar al-Funun and the training
of new scientific and military elites, and the publication of the newspaper "Vaqgayy al-
Tamahiyeh™ in order to promote public awareness, and for Mossadegh, it was manifested as
limiting the political power of the Shah within the framework of the law. The basic
constitutional, strengthening civil society and opening up the political space and holding the
post of the Ministry of War and turning it into the Ministry of National Defense can be seen.
Finally, it should be acknowledged that the origin of this myth-making is based on specific
social and political conditions that led to the formation of such leaders due to the need to
confront tyranny and the political and economic reforms required by the political structure of
that period.

Keywords: Discourse of Pahlavi, Idealistic Leaders, Political Culture, Amirkabir,
Mossadegh.
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