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Introduction

Mass media play a fundamental role in shaping public understanding of political conflicts
and wars. Newspapers, in particular, do not merely report events; rather, they actively
construct social realities through processes of selection, emphasis, omission, and framing.
The representation of war in media discourse is therefore deeply intertwined with
ideology, power relations, and political interests. During periods of armed conflict,
newspapers become important arenas where competing narratives regarding national
identity, legitimacy, victimhood, resistance, and peace are produced and disseminated.

The twelve-day Iran—Israel war constituted a significant political and military event that
generated extensive media coverage within Iran. Different newspapers adopted diverse
interpretative frameworks to explain the conflict, highlight particular actors, and prioritize
specific dimensions of the war. While some media outlets emphasized military resistance
and national security concerns, others focused on humanitarian consequences, diplomacy,
and civilian experiences. These differences demonstrate that media narratives are not
neutral reflections of reality but are socially and politically constructed representations.
Among Iranian newspapers, Kayhan and Shargh represent two distinct approaches to
political and social issues. Kayhan, generally associated with conservative and
revolutionary discourses, often adopts a confrontational approach toward international
conflicts and emphasizes resistance narratives. In contrast, Shargh, which is frequently
identified with reformist perspectives, tends to emphasize diplomacy, dialogue, and the
social consequences of political developments. The comparison between these two
newspapers provides an opportunity to understand how ideological orientations influence
the representation of war and shape public interpretations of political events.
Previous studies on media representation of war have demonstrated that newspapers
contribute significantly to the formation of public attitudes toward conflicts. Research has
examined the representation of war in Iranian newspapers during the Iran—Iraq War,
World War 1, and regional conflicts such as the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War.
However, limited attention has been devoted to investigating how contemporary Iranian
newspapers represented the recent Iran—Israel conflict using poststructuralist analytical
frameworks.
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To address this gap, the present study employs Jacques Derrida's deconstruction approach,
operationalized through David Boje's eight-step deconstructive narrative analysis.
Deconstruction challenges the apparent stability and coherence of texts by uncovering
hidden assumptions, hierarchical binary oppositions, silenced voices, contradictions, and
marginalized perspectives embedded within discourse. Rather than accepting media
narratives as objective accounts, deconstruction reveals the ideological mechanisms
through which meaning is constructed and particular interpretations become dominant.
The objective of this study is to comparatively analyze the headlines and subheadlines of
Kayhan and Shargh newspapers during the twelve-day Iran—Israel war. Specifically, the
research seeks to identify dominant binary oppositions, examine hierarchical structures of
meaning, uncover excluded voices, identify contradictions within narratives, and
reconstruct alternative representations that challenge dominant discursive positions.
Through this approach, the study contributes to the broader understanding of media
ideology, political communication, and the role of newspapers in constructing wartime
realities.

Methodology

This study adopted a qualitative research design based on Derridean deconstruction. The
analytical framework was derived from David Boje's eight-step deconstructive narrative
analysis, which provides a systematic method for examining instability, contradictions,
and silences within texts.

The research corpus consisted of the headlines and subheadlines published on the front
pages of Kayhan and Shargh newspapers during the twelve-day Iran—Israel war, covering
the period from 26 Khordad to 3 Tir 1404 (2025). Front-page headlines were selected
because they represent the newspapers' primary editorial priorities and serve as powerful
mechanisms for framing political events.

The analysis followed Boje's eight stages:

. Identifying binary oppositions within the texts;

. Reinterpreting hierarchical relationships embedded in these oppositions;

. Identifying silenced or excluded voices;

. Examining alternative perspectives and suppressed narratives;

. Deconstructing the dominant plot structures;

. Identifying exceptions and contradictions that destabilize the narrative;

. Reading between the lines to uncover implicit meanings;

8. Reorganizing narratives by incorporating marginalized voices and challenging
established hierarchies.

The first stage involved identifying major binary oppositions used by both newspapers. In
Kayhan, oppositions such as Iran/lIsrael, nation/enemy, imposed peace/imposed war, and
cessation of attacks/destruction of Israel were frequently observed. In Shargh, dominant
oppositions included dialogue/war, ceasefire/aggression, life/death, diplomacy/conflict,
and Tehran/Tel Aviv.

The second stage focused on determining which elements occupied privileged positions
within these oppositions. This analysis enabled the identification of ideological priorities
embedded in each newspaper's discourse.

Subsequent stages examined excluded voices, contradictions, and narrative
inconsistencies while proposing alternative reconstructions that incorporated marginalized
perspectives. This process allowed for a deeper understanding of the ideological
assumptions shaping media representations of war.
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Results and Discussion

The findings revealed substantial differences between Kayhan and Shargh regarding their
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representation of the Iran—Israel war. Despite these differences, both newspapers
demonstrated selective representations characterized by ideological assumptions and
exclusions.

The analysis indicated that Kayhan predominantly constructed a militarized and
confrontational narrative. The newspaper framed Iran primarily through military
institutions, strategic decisions, and retaliatory actions rather than through civilian
experiences. Binary oppositions such as lIran versus Israel and nation versus enemy
reflected a discourse centered on resistance and victory. The repeated use of terms such as
"enemy," "destruction," "severe blows," and "elimination" reinforced an aggressive
narrative emphasizing military solutions.

A notable finding concerned the absence of ordinary citizens within Kayhan's
representation of war. The experiences of civilians affected by attacks in Tehran and other
Iranian cities were largely absent from the newspaper's discourse. Even when the Iranian
population was mentioned, references primarily served to legitimize military responses
rather than highlight humanitarian concerns. Consequently, the newspaper's narrative
privileged state-centered and ideological perspectives while marginalizing civilian
suffering.

Furthermore, Kayhan demonstrated several internal contradictions. For example, while
portraying Israel as being on the verge of collapse, the newspaper simultaneously
described Israeli military capabilities as advanced and formidable. Similarly, the
simultaneous rejection of both "imposed peace" and "imposed war" exposed tensions
within the newspaper's ideological framework. These inconsistencies illustrate Derrida's
argument that textual meanings are inherently unstable and susceptible to deconstruction.
In contrast, Shargh emphasized civilian experiences, diplomacy, and the humanitarian
dimensions of conflict. The newspaper consistently privileged concepts such as dialogue,
ceasefire, negotiation, and everyday life over militaristic narratives. Reports concerning
the experiences of Tehran residents, economic disruptions, emergency conditions, and the
search for normalcy highlighted the social consequences of war.

The binary opposition between dialogue and war represented the central organizing
principle within Shargh's discourse. Unlike Kayhan, which prioritized military resistance,
Shargh consistently advocated diplomatic solutions and ceasefire initiatives. The
newspaper portrayed international negotiations and diplomatic engagements as desirable
alternatives to continued conflict.

Despite its apparent anti-war orientation, Shargh also exhibited significant exclusions and
biases. Although emphasizing civilian suffering, the newspaper primarily focused on
Tehran residents while neglecting the experiences of individuals living in other Iranian
regions affected by the conflict. This tendency reflects a strong form of centralism that
privileges the experiences of residents in the capital over those of peripheral populations.
Moreover, Shargh largely excluded Israeli civilian experiences from its narratives. While
criticizing violence and advocating peace, the newspaper did not substantially address the
humanitarian consequences of Iranian missile attacks on Israeli civilians. Consequently,
its anti-war position remained selective rather than universally humanitarian.

The identification of silenced voices constituted one of the study's most important
findings. In Kayhan, civilian experiences, particularly those of Iranian citizens living
under wartime conditions, were systematically marginalized. The newspaper
predominantly represented governmental and military perspectives, thereby limiting
opportunities for alternative interpretations of the conflict.

Conversely, Shargh privileged civilian experiences but restricted them primarily to
Tehran residents. Military personnel, non-Tehran populations, and Israeli civilians
remained largely absent from the newspaper's narratives. These omissions demonstrate
that even seemingly humanitarian representations involve processes of selection and
exclusion.

Fateme Aghaei Rezvai et.al, Media and Politics: A Comparative Study of the Representation...



.. . (i N
. Research Letter of Political Science @
Winter 2026, Volume XXI, Number 1, pp. 7-39 3

The deconstruction of narrative structures further revealed that Kayhan adopted a
predominantly heroic plot characterized by themes of resistance, victory, and national
strength. This heroic framing minimized the tragic dimensions of war and obscured the
suffering associated with armed conflict.

In contrast, Shargh employed a tragic narrative emphasizing vulnerability, loss, and the
desire for peace. However, this tragic orientation coexisted with expressions of national
unity, resilience, and resistance against external aggression. Such coexistence generated
tensions that destabilized the coherence of the newspaper's anti-war discourse.

The final stage of narrative reconstruction demonstrated that alternative representations
were possible through the inclusion of marginalized voices. Rewriting headlines to
incorporate civilian experiences from both Iran and Israel challenged dominant binary
oppositions and promoted more inclusive understandings of conflict. These reconstructed
narratives highlighted the shared human consequences of war rather than reproducing
ideological divisions.

Overall, the findings support poststructuralist arguments concerning the instability of
meaning and the ideological nature of media representation. Neither newspaper provided
a comprehensive or neutral account of the conflict. Instead, both constructed selective

narratives that reflected particular political orientations and institutional priorities.

Conclusion

This study employed Derridean deconstruction and Boje's eight-step analytical framework
to examine the representation policies of Kayhan and Shargh newspapers during the
twelve-day Iran—Israel war. The findings demonstrated that both newspapers constructed
ideologically informed narratives characterized by selective representation, exclusion, and
internal contradictions.

Kayhan predominantly advanced a militaristic discourse emphasizing resistance,
retaliation, and national strength. The newspaper largely excluded civilian experiences
and prioritized state-centered perspectives. Its narrative structure reflected heroic themes
that minimized the humanitarian consequences of war.

By contrast, Shargh emphasized diplomacy, civilian life, and anti-war sentiments.
Nevertheless, its focus remained heavily concentrated on Tehran residents, resulting in the
marginalization of other affected populations. Furthermore, the exclusion of Israeli
civilian experiences limited the universality of its humanitarian discourse.

The study reveals that apparent ideological differences between conservative and
reformist newspapers do not necessarily correspond to fundamentally different
mechanisms of representation. Both newspapers selectively privilege certain voices while
silencing others, thereby contributing to the reproduction of specific political and
ideological frameworks.

From a theoretical perspective, the findings confirm the usefulness of deconstruction as a
methodological approach for uncovering hidden assumptions, contradictions, and
exclusions within media discourse. Deconstructive analysis demonstrates that media
narratives are neither fixed nor neutral; instead, they are unstable constructions shaped by

power relations and ideological commitments.

Future research could expand this approach by incorporating additional media platforms,
including television broadcasts, digital news outlets, and social media discourse.
Comparative analyses involving international media coverage of the same conflict may
also provide further insights into the relationship between media representation, ideology,
and political communication during wartime.
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Table (1). Comparative Representation Policies of Kayhan and Shargh

Newspapers during the 12-Day Iran-Israel War

Analytical Dimension

Kayhan Newspaper

Shargh Newspaper

Dominant discourse

Militaristic, resistance-oriented,
and ideological discourse

Humanitarian, diplomatic, and
peace-oriented discourse

Main binary
oppositions

Iran vs. Israel; Nation vs.
Enemy; Imposed Peace vs.
Imposed War

Dialogue vs. War; Ceasefire vs.
Aggression; Life vs. Death

Central focus of
representation

Military operations, national
security, and strategic retaliation

Civilian experiences, social
consequences of war, and
diplomatic efforts

Privileged actors

Government officials, military
commanders, and state
institutions

Civilians, urban residents, and
diplomatic actors

Marginalized or
silenced voices

Iranian civilians affected by war
and alternative anti-war
perspectives

Non-Tehran civilians, military
perspectives, and Israeli civilian
experiences

Narrative structure

Heroic narrative emphasizing
resistance, victory, and national
strength

Tragic narrative emphasizing
vulnerability, loss, and the
necessity of peace

Representation of
war

War portrayed as legitimate
resistance and national defense

War portrayed as a
humanitarian crisis requiring
diplomatic resolution

Major contradictions
identified through
deconstruction

Simultaneous portrayal of Israel

as both weak and threatening;

rejection of both imposed peace
and imposed war

Advocacy of universal
humanitarianism while
selectively focusing on Tehran
residents

alternative narrative

humanitarian consequences of
conflict

Ideological Conservative and state : —
orientation centered Reformist and society-centered
’ A : Inclusion of marginalized
Reconstructed Indusion of civilian suffering and populations and broader

representations of wartime
experiences

Source: Developed by the authors based on the deconstructive analysis of

Kayhan and Shargh newspaper headlines and subheadlines during the 12-day

Iran-Israel war.
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