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Introduction

The political developments in the Islamic world in the contemporary century show that
Islamist movements, despite sharing fundamental beliefs and drawing inspiration from
religious teachings, have experienced significant differences in terms of political goals,
tools of activism, and practical strategies. In the meantime, the political thought of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood movement in Egypt, as two
prominent and influential models in the sphere of contemporary Islamic politics, have
always attracted the attention of researchers; because both have played an important role
in regional and trans-regional developments by claiming to revive Islamic identity in the
political arena and redefine the relationship between religion and power. However,
differences in historical contexts, social structures, state-building experience, and methods
of political action have placed distinct paths before these two movements. Therefore,
explaining the similarities and differences between their political thought, goals, and tools
of political power strategies not only helps to understand the internal logic of Islamist
movements more precisely, but also provides the possibility of analyzing different
patterns of realizing religious sovereignty and political mobilization strategies in the
Islamic world. Accordingly, the main goal of the present study is a comparative analysis
of the goals, tools, and political strategies in the political thought of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and the modern Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt and explaining their
fundamental similarities and differences. Therefore, the main question of the study is:
despite the commonality in religious foundations and the ideal of restoring Islamic
sovereignty, why have the political thought of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the
Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt led to different paths in practical goals, tools of action, and
strategies for realizing political power?

Methodology

In terms of methodology, this study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach. First, the
historical and social contexts surrounding the formation of the Muslim Brotherhood and
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the Islamic Revolution are examined. Subsequently, through an analytical perspective,
their similarities and differences are comparatively evaluated at three levels: goals,
instruments, and political strategies. The data collection method is library-based, relying
on systematic note-taking from written sources, including books, scholarly articles, and
academic research. In the data analysis phase, qualitative content analysis is employed;
key themes related to fundamental concepts are extracted, coded, and organized into
conceptual categories. Finally, based on a comparative framework, the discursive and
strategic similarities and distinctions between the two movements are analyzed.

Results and Discussion

In this study, drawing upon an integrated theoretical framework of Social Identity Theory
and Discourse Analysis, the historical and social contexts surrounding the emergence of
the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the Islamic Revolution of Iran were first
systematically examined and compared in order to elucidate the processes of identity
formation, crises of legitimacy, and structural conditions that shaped both movements. At
this stage, through extensive review of library sources and systematic note-taking from
theoretical, historical, and analytical works, key components such as type of leadership,
organizational networks, social base, experience of repression, identity crisis, and the
relationship between religion and politics were extracted and formulated into comparative
indicators.

In the second step, the political objectives of the two movements were analyzed at three
levels—Hasan al-Banna’s thought, Sayyid Qutb’s thought, and the contemporary
approach of the Muslim Brotherhood on the one hand, and the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran on the other—using qualitative content analysis. Fundamental concepts
such as the revival of Islamic identity, state-building, popular participation, divine
sovereignty, gradual reform, or revolutionary overthrow were coded and organized into
analytical categories to enable comparison of their theoretical coherence, scope of
objectives, and degree of institutionalization. Additionally, the transnational,
civilizational, and nation-centered dimensions of each movement’s objectives were
separately examined and classified.

Table (1). Comparative comparison of political thought and historical
contexts of the formation of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the
Islamic Revolution in Iran

Analytical

L el Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood Islamic Revolution of Iran
. ] . . Dependence on Western powers
Historical context British colonialism (America/West)
Structural . ) \
transformation of The faIICc;f“tk;‘eat(()attoman Decline oflgaik;ilranvalcmonarchy 3
the Islamic world P 9 Y

Type of Centralized and authoritarian
government Dependent monarchy monarchy
The conflict between Islamic . .
. . e Conflict between political Islam and
Identity crisis tradition and Western T
modernity Western modernization
Cultural situation The spread of secularism Weakening of religious values in

official politics

Economic situation Class inequality, urban poverty Class divide, development

inequality
Effective social Middle class, educated, religious Clergy, market, middle class,
classes people disadvantaged groups
Organizational Cohesive party-social Mosques, religious bodies, clergy
networks organization network
Initial approach Gradual reformism ReVOIUtlona;'O?:gc subversive
Discourse-centered Islam as a comprehensive Political Islam, independence,
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system of life justice
: Organizational leadership Charismatic leadership (Imam
Type of leadership (Hasan al-Banna, Sayyid Qutb) Khomeini)

Experience of Suppression of opponents by the

Suppression in different periods

repression Pahlavi regime
: Gradual Islamization of society Establishment of an Islamic
Ultimate goal and state political system

Source: Research findings

Subsequently, the instruments of political action, methods of social mobilization, and
strategies for attaining political power in both movements were comparatively analyzed.
In this section, institutional structures, mobilization networks, patterns of political
participation, modes of engagement with the existing state, and models of state-building
were identified and organized into comparative tables. By combining historical
description, discourse analysis, and structural comparison, the study sought to present a
coherent account of the similarities and differences in the goals, instruments, and political
strategies of the two movements.

Conclusion

The results of the comparative analyses presented in the three axes of political goals, tools
of activism, and strategies for realizing political power and state-building of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt (with an emphasis on the new
political approach) show that the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood
of Egypt, despite their ideological and religious commonalities, have experienced very
different practical and institutional paths within the framework of two distinct discourses
and different constructions of "Islamic identity”. By simultaneously benefiting from
religious legitimacy, charismatic leadership, and extensive institutional networks, the
Islamic Revolution was able to pursue its goals at the national and transnational levels in
an institutionalized, organized, and comprehensive manner, and to implement the
religious and revolutionary state-building model by establishing a dominant revolutionary
discourse and redefining collective identity in the form of a revolutionary nation-nation.
In contrast, the Muslim Brotherhood, in its new political formation, has attempted to link
Islamic identity with the requirements of institutionalized politics, electoral participation,
party activity, and presence in the official structures of the Egyptian nation-state, by
partially moving away from purely invitation-based or confrontational models. However,
although this movement has enjoyed social capacities, educational networks,
organizational cohesion, and reformist discourse, it has not been able to institutionalize its
identity construction in the form of a stable and enduring political order due to the
structural limitations of the Egyptian political system, security pressures, the fragility of
the experience of participating in power, the inability to create a broad national consensus,
and the lack of a sustainable institutional model to transform Islamic discourse into
effective governance. From this perspective, the main difference between the two
movements can be found in the distinction between the ‘“revolutionary-institutional
model” and the “reformative-participatory model.” A model that, in the case of the
Islamic Revolution, led to a transformation of the power structure and the establishment
of new institutions, but in the case of the Muslim Brotherhood, remained mainly at the
level of an attempt to enter power, influence public policy, and gradually reform from
within existing structures.

Keywords: Political Thought; Islamic Revolution; Iran; Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt;
Similarities; Differences.
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