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Introduction

One of the important topics in the field of political sociology is the issue of political
protests, which play a vital and increasingly significant role in modern politics. Protests
against discrimination, corruption, economic inequality, and other grievances demonstrate
that around the world, protest movements are viewed as powerful catalysts for "change."”
Political protests challenge the prevailing structures of power and authority and may
involve the ruling system in a series of political and social crises. Over the past two
decades, and especially in recent years, protests have surged in Iranian society. Mass
actions related to the protests of June and July 2018, January 2016, and November 2018
occurred extensively in several major cities of Iran, alongside local protests such as those
by the Haft Tappeh sugarcane workers in 2017 and the Isfahan farmers' protests in 2021.
These actions are considered significant. It can be said that the political protests of the
summer and autumn of 2022 are among the most important political protests in the history
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. These protests arose from functional and contextual
deficiencies; in this sense, the death of Mahsa Amini, an Iranian Kurdish girl, was merely
a spark or pretext for the protests of 2022. These protests were rooted in underlying issues
such as the existence or perception of injustice, meritocracy, widespread violations at
various levels of governance, the government's failure to respect the dignity of citizens,
and many other social and economic crises. Accordingly, the current research aims to
analyze the role of socio-economic factors influencing the political protests of the people
of Isfahan in 2022.

Methodology

In terms of its nature and content, the research method employed in this study is
descriptive-analytical, falling within the survey branch. The study aims to achieve
practical objectives through the collection of data over a six-month period, utilizing a
cross-sectional design. The statistical population for this research comprises citizens aged
15 and older residing in Isfahan, which, according to the 2015 census, amounted to
2,243,249 individuals. The sample size was determined to be 384 participants, calculated
using Cochran's formula. This sample was selected through an available sampling
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method, chosen for its practicality in accessing participants via social networks such as
Etaa and Telegram. The data collection instrument utilized was a standardized
questionnaire.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of the data obtained from the demographic variables reveals a relatively
balanced distribution of respondents between genders. Notably, the highest frequency of
respondents is found within the age group of 46 to 60 years, with the majority holding a
bachelor's degree. Additionally, most respondents are married and reside in urban areas.
Regarding housing conditions, a significant proportion of participants live in rented
accommodations and belong to the middle economic class. Finally, the employment status
indicates that a greater number of individuals are employed in government positions,
while a considerable portion remains unemployed. The table below examines the
relationship between independent variables and political protests.

Table 1: Examination of research hypotheses

independent variable dependent variable Correlation P value R-
coefficient Squared
Use of social networks Political protests 0/703 0/000 0/49
Weakness of the public Political protests 0/664 0/000 0/44
sphere
Political trust Political protests -0/703 0/000 0/49
lack of social vitality Political protests 0/779 0/000 0/61
Despair about the Political protests 0/759 0/000 0/58
future
Expensiveness Political protests 0/760 0/000 0/58
Financial corruption Political protests 0/725 0/000 0/53
Economic Political protests 0/730 0/000 0/53
dissatisfaction
Unemployment Political protests 0/726 0/000 0/527
Feeling of relative Political protests 0/811 0/000 0/65
deprivation
Religiosity Political protests -0/771 0/000 0/59
Conclusion

The research results indicate a positive and significant relationship between the use of
social networks, the weakening of the public sphere, lack of social vitality, hopelessness
about the future, high prices, financial corruption, economic dissatisfaction,
unemployment, and the feeling of relative deprivation with political protests. The political
protests of the fall of 1401, which stemmed from various economic, social, and political
factors, were coordinated and intensified through the extensive use of social networks
such as Instagram, Telegram, and Twitter. In Isfahan, these platforms were particularly
utilized for quickly disseminating information about the locations and times of gatherings,
sharing videos and live images of events, and expressing political views and slogans.
Conversely, in recent years, the public sphere in Iran, especially in Isfahan, has
encountered numerous challenges. Factors such as media restrictions, a reduction in the
activities of independent civil organizations, and limitations imposed on social networks
have contributed to the weakening of this space. The lack of social vitality was also
identified as a significant factor related to political protests. A decline in social vitality
typically correlates with increased dissatisfaction and mistrust towards government
institutions. When citizens perceive that their living conditions are not improving and
their efforts to instigate change are futile, they gradually withdraw from constructive
participation in society and may resort to political protests.

Moreover, in Isfahan, factors such as unemployment, inflation, high prices, financial
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corruption, social restrictions, and a lack of suitable job opportunities have
heightened feelings of despair among citizens. The results also indicate that economic
dissatisfaction can significantly influence the social and political behavior of
individuals. In Isfahan, economic dissatisfaction is a primary driver of political
protests, often arising as a reaction to economic challenges and the government's
inability to address these issues.

Based on the findings of this research, there is a significant and positive relationship
between the feeling of relative deprivation and the political protests of Isfahan
citizens. This feeling can lead to dissatisfaction with the status quo, diminished trust
in government institutions, and government systems, particularly when these entities
fail to resolve economic and social problems. Finally, the results reveal a significant
relationship between religiosity and the political protests of Isfahan citizens.
Religiosity, as a cultural and social dimension, can profoundly impact individuals'
political and social behavior.

Keywords: Social Factors, Economic Factors, Political Protests, Isfahan.
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Introduction

Pahlavi discourse, due to its emergence around the formation of concepts such as: giving,
honesty, religious faith, chivalry, deception and lies, courage, avoidance of greed, patriotism,
caused that in the formation of such a discourse, Shahnameh warriors entered the domain as
mythological symbols. Palitics, on the other hand, in the structure of Iran's political culture, we
are witnessing the emergence of political superhumans in the form of political leaders who
have created the role of national heroes in the field of politics, which have caused the formation
of a mythical attitude towards political leaders who can be named as Amir Kabir and Dr.
Mosadegh. Therefore, the innovation of the present article is in dealing with the position of
Pahlavi discourse in Iranian political culture and the charismaticization of political leaders and
the lack of criticism and the unbearable criticism of political leaders, and the separation of the
political arena from the civil society arena, which turns itself into a vicious circle. It is in
achieving political development.

The main question of the current research is, what effect has the domination of Pahlavi
discourse on the political culture of Iranians had on their political action in the contemporary
history of Iran? The main hypothesis is that the dominance of the Pahlavi discourse around the
central sign of the battle with the devil (political tyranny, corruption and foreign influence) has
led to the transformation of popular politicians and leaders such as Amir Kabir and Mossadegh
into idealistic heroes and their mythological praise in contemporary history, and the
reproduction of the personality cult. It has become based on the savior-centered political culture
of contemporary Iran.
This political heroization and the popularity of idealistic leaders can be better investigated and
recognized with a discourse approach and relying on the mythological roots and cultural
capitals of Iranian society. Undoubtedly, the Pahlavi discourse as a dominant discourse in the
political culture of Iranians in the face of idealistic leaders has played an important role in the
formation and growth of the heroic political culture in the political attitude of Iranians. Of
course, the bold performance and political honesty of idealistic leaders as accepted moral
values in this discourse have not been unaffected in its spread.

Methodology
The main goal of discourse analysis is to investigate and understand the structural relations of
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power, authority, discrimination and control that can be seen in the linguistic and semantic
system. Discourse is a tool that can create relationships and is associated with how it works.
The purpose of discourse analysis is to construct and demonstrate this mechanism of power and
language. (Blommaert, 2005:24-25) In this approach, while paying attention to appropriate
power relations and institutions, by expanding the concept of political matter in all the relations
governing modern life, the hidden power in individual and social political relations is
considered. . In political science studies, special attention is paid to political discourses for
political analysis.

Laclau and Mouffe are among the most important thinkers who used the discourse approach in
a coherent way in the analysis of political phenomena. In the book "Hegemony and Socialist
Strategy", they presented a constructionist account of "discourse”. Relying on the later works of
Wittgenstein, they argued that social institutions become meaningful only through linguistic
and non-linguistic discursive expression. (Laclau & Mouffe, 2001:108) According to their
point of view, the meaning of something is never given in advance, but is created in a process
and through social actions. In a later summary of his view, Laclau claims that there is support
for this broad notion of discourse in Saussure. What he means by discourse is not something
that is basically limited to the fields of speech and writing, but any set of elements in which
relationships play a constructive role; Therefore, "relationship” and "objectivity" are
synonymous. (Laclau, 2005:68)

The central sign of any discourse is the sign around which other signifiers gather, and the
center of gravity of all signifiers is within a discourse; And it has a direct relationship with the
empty signifier or the absent matter, which is the representation of the ideal and desirable
situation that discourses try to present in the best possible way. Empty signifiers play an
important role in the formation of new discourses. The articulation of new political discourses
is formed around the empty signifier in the unsettled discourse; Therefore, the blank slab sits in
the place of the central slab. Absence and emptiness is the characteristic of the central signifier
and is the condition for its success in becoming a hegemonic discourse (Laclau, 1996:37).
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Results and Discussion

Pahlavi discourse around the central sign of the battle with the devil, which manifested as the
struggle of political tyranny and the lawless power of the king, internal corruption and the
influence of foreigners, especially the colonial powers (England and Russia), has had a
significant impact on the political culture of contemporary Iran. The emergence of savior and
heroic leaders is the most important consequence of this discourse, in which figures such as
Amir Kabir and Mossadegh, despite the political defeat (ousting and murder of Amir Kabir and
the coup against Mossadegh), still have special respect and value for Iranians. Hero worship is
one of the cultural characteristics institutionalized in the patrimonial political system. The
hereditary nature of power in these systems usually makes it impossible to form political
institutions independent of political leaders, and for this reason, those who bravely try to reform
political affairs independently of the will of autocratic rulers can be considered as popular
heroes by the masses of people. become Mossadegh and Amir Kabir can be seen as examples
of such politicians. In this whole of political systems, government leaders, elites and those who
have special leadership qualities are depicted as heroes, holy personalities, people who are the
source of all charity and their grace leads to the creation of favor for others. Here, we have
briefly examined two historical examples in this regard and how to reproduce the culture of
hero worship in Iran's political culture.

Therefore, we see that due to the accessibility of such a discourse in the suffocating and
repressive atmosphere of Iran at that time, the conditions for the emergence of concepts such as
giving, honesty, religious faith, chivalry, avoiding deception and lies, courage, avoiding greed,
patriotism™ Around the central symbol of the fight against the devil in the image of a national
myth named Amir Kabir, it has been manifested and reproduced, and new features such as
political trust in the leader, saving power and truthfulness of speech as the main characteristics
of the political leader in the field of power will be led.

Examining Mossadegh's political record during the prime ministership within the framework of
the Pahlavi discourse and focusing on the central signifier of this discourse, i.e. confronting the
devil as a symbol of corruption in the three components of the fight against tyranny, the fight
against corruption, and the fight against the influence of foreigners, it has been observed that
the floating signifiers of this discourse revolve around these three The components are
formulated. His performance is formulated in line with these three components, and on this
basis, his performance can be analyzed, and the root of Mossadegh becoming a national hero of
Iranians can be seen in this matter. Limiting the political power of the Shah within the
framework of the constitutional constitution was the most important goal that Mossadegh had
taken into consideration in the fight against political tyranny.

Undoubtedly, the military coup and the removal of Mossadegh was tragic in immortalizing his
face as a patriotic and freedom-loving hero who was overthrown by the conspiracy of foreign
colonialism and domestic tyranny. It remained forever in the historical memory of Iranians.
Maybe if his government didn't fall and his time was passed during the natural process. With a
realistic assessment of his political record and the performance of his government, people
would forget him or even his popularity would decrease over time. This fate can also be asked
about Amir Kabir because his tragic murder was very effective in making him a national hero
in the minds of Iranians.

Conclusion

Considering that the stages of its emergence were formed in line with the formation of floating
signifiers such as giving, honesty, religious faith, chivalry, avoiding deception and lies,
courage, avoiding greed, patriotism, and this has caused such a discourse to revolve around the
central signifier of fighting the devil in The figure of the superhuman is formed as a myth and
enters the field of politics in the form of a hero from the Shahnameh, in which he reproduced
the three special tasks of political trust in the leader, the power of salvation and the truthfulness
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of speech. This discourse has sanctified power and given it a moral, patriarchal and epic base
and has become the basis for legitimizing a certain form of political leadership and
delegitimizing other forms of political power. This discourse has been moralistic on the one
hand and religious on the other hand, which has redefined these two concepts in line with
Iranian nationalism, and as a result, it has become the hegemonic discourse in the field of Iran's
political arena.

It is possible to analyze the popularity of idealistic leaders such as Amir Kabir and Mosaddeq
based on Pahlavi discourse based on three main indicators in their political behavior. These
three indicators are the fight against tyranny, which the performance of Amir Kabir in the form
of limiting the political power of the Shah, the establishment of Dar al-Funun and the training
of new scientific and military elites, and the publication of the newspaper "Vaqgayy al-
Tamahiyeh™ in order to promote public awareness, and for Mossadegh, it was manifested as
limiting the political power of the Shah within the framework of the law. The basic
constitutional, strengthening civil society and opening up the political space and holding the
post of the Ministry of War and turning it into the Ministry of National Defense can be seen.
Finally, it should be acknowledged that the origin of this myth-making is based on specific
social and political conditions that led to the formation of such leaders due to the need to
confront tyranny and the political and economic reforms required by the political structure of
that period.

Keywords: Discourse of Pahlavi, Idealistic Leaders, Political Culture, Amirkabir,
Mossadegh.
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Introduction

Relations between Iran and Sweden have been tense in recent years. The level of relations
between the two countries has changed from its main path, i.e. political and diplomatic
relations, to security. Looking from a political perspective, the relationship has become
uneven and it seems that the need for a non-political approach to improve the relationship
between Iran and Sweden is inevitable. A question arises here. What is the most
economical model for improving relations between Iran and Sweden in order to control
critical relations? Using the theoretical framework of functionalism, this research believes
that in the conditions of strong differences between the actors and uncertainty of the
parties about each other's intentions, when the cooperation matures in a technical field,
this situation will spread to other fields. 6 main categories, 10 sub-categories and 48 open
codes were counted in interviews with experts (scientific and diplomatic) and the relations
between the two countries were divided into five rings based on the maximum technical
indicators (desirable, suitable, relatively suitable, good and inappropriate) is divided and it
is emphasized that focusing on two favorable and appropriate circles can change the
relations between the two countries in the cross-functional field.

Iran and Sweden’s relations have moved towards tension in recent years. This is despite
the fact that the two countries have had long-standing historical relations with each other,
despite the geographical distance, they have had peaceful relations in the past 400 years.
They have also played an active role in some important international and regional cases
such as the fight against terrorism and the fight against extremism in the Middle East
region and other events.

However, the relations between Iran and Sweden have been subject to adversity in recent
years, and | will mention some of the most important ones here. One example of the
tension between the two countries is the issue of lranian citizen Hamid Nouri, and the
other issues. The main question is how to analyze, and prescribe de-tension in Iran-
Sweden bilateral relations based on functionalism approach?
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Research Methodology

This research is a mixed method; A combination of functional and qualitative methods.
The use of this method is because it is practical in terms of its purpose, it has a
descriptive-analytical approach and it will be useful for describing the desired study. The
target community, the qualitative section, includes experts, including university professors
and diplomats. In this method, the sampling process continues until no new findings are
obtained from the interviews.

The Theoretical Approach; Functionalism

The functional tradition of international relations can be referred to the first theoretical
system, classical functionalism with David Mitrani's theorizing, and second,
neofunctionalism with Ernst Haas's theorizing (Haas, 1964).

Six Stages in Functionalist Literature

1. Creating cooperation-seeking technical links (collaboration in soft
politics)

According to David Mitrani, dealing with functional (non-political) issues that fall within
the realm of soft politics provides the opportunity for international community actors to
successfully cooperate in areas that lack political sensitivity. Because in Mitrani's opinion,
cooperation in the political field may be difficult (more difficult than technical issues).
From this point of view, functionalists believe that the roots of many international
disputes go back to the politicization and security and militarization of international
issues.

2. Non-political problem-solving approach and change of attitude

The problem-solving approach or in other words, problem-solving in functionalist
literature is in such a way that problems (necessarily non-political) should be examined in
a problem-solving method based on functional logic, and then the problems should be
solved and fixed, and this solution of problems will not change. Attitude does not happen
either. This problem-solving approach is accompanied by a change in attitude. Attitude
change with a "new understanding" will be created by functional effort (Mitrany, 1943: 40
and Sewell, 1985: 55).

3. Expansion of "circles of cooperation™

After finding a problem and presenting and carrying out a problem-solving approach, the
"circles of cooperation" constantly expand and these circles move outward. The signs of
expanding the circles of cooperation by revealing cooperative behavior in the speeches
and writings of non-political sector staff members, experts in specific fields involved,
international ~ non-governmental  representatives,  national ~ non-governmental
representatives, nation-state and finally actors A block consisting of recipients of
functional benefits, a combination of participants receiving functional programs and
donors of functional programs (Sewell, 1985: 53-56), is created.

4. Inter-functional spill-over (non-technical cooperation)

But the literature of functionalism cannot be understood without a detailed understanding
of the pervasiveness of the cooperation model. In both the classic and the new literature of
functionalism, the development of relations is the involuntary result of technical and
economic relations between the actors of the world society. The development of technical
(non-political) relations leads to a process called "involuntary development" and the
multiplication, expansion and deepening of effective international organizations. Ideally,
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this will eventually lead to international governance.

5. Invisible hand process (development of international relations) and
involuntary development

Functional activity is also considered as an invisible hand in the theory of functionalism.
The invisible hand refers to the driving forces that are implied by “expanding circles™ and
the concept used by Mitrani to explain it is the term "involuntary development” of
functional units.

6. International cooperation

Functionalism, in its role as a prescription, suggests a path for governments to lead their
way to peace, cooperation and international governance. This is the difference between
Mitrani's thoughts and other thinkers of his time. The most important rational support is
the functional idea of “priority of peace over non-violence" and this is the influence he
got from Kant. In addition, he also gives great importance to the world community
(Mitrany, 1943, Mitrany, 1933).

Research Findings

In this qualitative part, the analysis of the findings has been done using the data-based
method. By using this method, the main indicators obtained according to the theoretical
model of functionalism have been subjected to data mining. Therefore, out of the six main
indicators designed, only the action and strategy index were considered, and according to
that, 20 questions were designed to conduct interviews with experts. After analyzing the
questions from 10 scientific experts, 20 codes have been counted in an open manner, and
then the codes have been categorized according to their importance and appropriateness
with the functionalism method and according to the importance of cooperation circles,
and the selection of sub-codes in the code The main "Actions and Strategies" has been
taken into consideration, and a total of 20 sub-codes are investigated. Among the selected
codes, 20 open codes were obtained. In the next step, the sub-codes were differentiated
and separated from the main codes in the form of questions and categories, and among
these, 9 sub-categories, with priority and appropriate to the conditions of the two
countries of Iran and Sweden, were the researchers' attention. At the end, the final
analysis and report is presented. Table number... and figure number... have been obtained
in this regard.
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Measures and Strategies; Functional technical cooperation circle

between Iran-Sweden

Economic Asyh:tms
Development Human SUPport,
Circle, 6 Rights

Poverty Circle, 6

alleviation
circle, 8

Studies, 7

7 9
Anti-Terrorism
Circle, 7

Desirable diffusion circles: Desirable diffusion circles are circles that, according to
experts, have the greatest technical impact for the functional and non-political spillover of
mutual cooperation between the two countries. In fact, in terms of priority and
classification, they have the most important position for cooperation.

The circle of technology, the circle of international aid programs, the circle of electronic
city and digital governance, the circle of Greening, and the circle of combating infectious
diseases among the circles of cooperation, have won the highest points and have been the
consensus of all experts. Therefore, in response to the question of whether any of the
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above-mentioned circles can have the capacity to improve technical (non-political)
relations between Iran and Sweden, all elites (both academic and diplomatic) give full
marks to this circle. have given Iran is a developing country, and in order to achieve
development, it is necessary to cover its technical and technological weaknesses by using
modern technology, technical elites and governance experience in the field of technical
issues, which is not necessarily a government or sovereign issue. . The need for
experience in digital governance, electronic city, green city, reduction of pollution and
environmental pollutants, technical requirements, road machinery and urban construction,
technology to modify the consumption pattern, technology required for wind, solar and
renewable energies. And ... all of them are among the cases in which Sweden has the
knowledge and experience of the day and it was not necessarily in the hands of the
government and the political authority and it is in the hands of technical institutions and
Iran using middle circles. Technological and non-political institutions can benefit from
Sweden's capacity in this field.

Conclusion

In this research, an attempt was made to examine the relations between the two countries
of Iran and Sweden by reviewing the theory of functionalism, the main components of
this theory and counting indicators. Attention was paid to the fact that in recent years the
relations between Iran and Sweden have been in an uneven state. The spread of tension
from the political sphere to other spheres has caused the tension between the two
countries.

In this path of increasing functional relations, intervening conditions such as involuntary
(non-political) development, elimination of government policies, technological
developments, elimination of conflicting laws, and inter-sectoral (non-political)
international cooperation are of great importance, respectively. With the depoliticization
of diplomatic relations, the neutralization of political speeches, the expansion of national
functional organizations and the expansion of international organizations (involuntary
development), the elimination of the government's view of mutual relations, non-
governmental cooperation and intersectoral cooperation (the elimination of policies
government), moving towards rapid technological changes and moving towards
infrastructure modernization (technological developments), eliminating conflict caused by
social and cultural laws and eliminating traditional regulations (eliminating conflicting
laws) and international governance, priority Peace, lack of violence, and regional
convergence (international cooperation) will be established.

During indexing, 6 main categories, 10 sub-categories and 48 open codes were taken into
consideration. In the direction of the central phenomenon, the category of creating
technical cooperative links has had a significant impact from the perspective of experts.
"Solving problems in the economic and social spheres™ can be a non-political approach to
cooperation obstacles and take into consideration the actual implementation of decisions
made by functional institutions, taking into account the change of general attitude towards
the issues of the two countries. In the path of contextual conditions to strategies and
actions, "inter-functional diffusion", through the overflow of technical functions and inter-
departmental functional branching, can provide the basis for cooperation. But the main
path of strategies and actions is taken into consideration with "expansion of cooperation
circles" using 20 cooperation circles. Circles of "Technology Circle", "International Aid
Programs Circle", "Electronic City and Digital Governance Circle", "Green Circle",
"Communicable Diseases Countering Circle" (optimally spreading circles ) and
"Technical Department”, "Relief Programs Circle", "Toxins and Pesticides Combat
Circle", "Academic Circle" (good spreading circles), and "Space Technology Circle",
"Department of Economic Circle", "Combating Terrorism Circle", "Combating Organized
Crime Circle", "Combating Terrorism Circle" (as relatively good circles), the index was
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obtained.

Good disseminating circles: Although these circles are disseminating, they have the next
level of importance in the scoring of scientific and diplomatic experts, which means that
in the case of the success of the desirable disseminating cooperation circles, they can be
noticed and strengthen cooperation in the following circles. Although these circles are
technical, they have less spreading capacity than the circles of the first category.

Among the 20 expanding circles, the technical circle, the aid program circle, the
protection circle against poisons and pesticides, and the academic circle have scored 9
points among the experts. This means that in the ranking, these cooperation circles are
ranked second in importance. One of the ways to strengthen technical relations between
Iran and Sweden is to conclude technical memorandums between the two countries and
facilitate the flow of technological relations between the two countries. Although this
issue requires political contexts, due to the escalation of tension between the two
countries, it is less possible to achieve this issue, and it is necessary to refer to the heritage
of the relations between the two countries.

Keywords: Iran, Sweden, Functionalism, Technical Cooperation, Functional
Cooperation, Political Cooperation.
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Introduction

With the significant occurrence of economic-livelihood crises from the second half of
the 2010s onwards and the formation of nationwide protests in the country, teachers
also made demands in self-motivated street forms with union content, which is a
manifestation of has had more The interesting thing about these demands was that the
teachers no longer have acceptable trust in their union organizations, and this made
them choose the streets to express their demands and appear directly in the streets to

advance their goals. The present study seeks to investigate why this is the case .

Research Objectives

Pathological analysis and recognition of the role and diminution of the role of Guild
unions in teachers' Guild protests and analyzing why the importance of the street and
cyber space in teachers' Guild protests and finally presenting suggestions to restore
trust in civil and trade union institutions in trade union protests and the participation
of Teachers, and to reduce the consequences of street and direct protests and to
prevent union and non-union protests from becoming more radicalized, is The most
important goals of this research are practical.

Key Questions

The current research seeks to answer the question, why in recent years, teachers have
followed their Guild demands not through Guild unions, but mainly through streets
and public squares? In other words, why have Guild unions been gradually
marginalized and the street has gained more visibility in the pursuit and advancement
of Guild and political-social demands with the spontaneous presence of teachers?
And what have been the most important consequences of teachers' Guild demands,
mostly on the street, in the last few years?
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Hypothesis

In this regard, using the theory of street politics, the hypothesis was proposed that the
reduction of trust in the functions of Guild unions, their conservatism and the lack of
continuous follow-up of Guild union demands, along with the high mobilization,
stimulation and participation capacities of internet social networks, have been
influential on the street and the self-motivation of teachers' Guild union demands and
reducing the role of Guild unions in recent years.

Research Method Used for Analysis

The current study was based on the field-exploratory method, the statistical
population of which was the teachers of Shiraz city as the most important center of
union and street demands of teachers after Tehran. The collection method is
structured interview. Since this research is of a qualitative type with qualitative
interview content analysis, unlike quantitative researches, in determining the sample
size, not the common formulas, but the data saturation approach has been used. His
means that by repeating the results and data of the interview, the continuation of the
interview was avoided and the data and findings were analyzed. It is worth
mentioning that in some categories, the authors also started quantitative analysis and
presented some statistics. Analysis of data and information obtained from the
interview was done by drawing a table by determining the category or main and sub-
classes or categories and frequency, presenting spoken and written documents
extracted from the interviews and analyzing them in the framework of the main
theories of the research.

Research Findings

The results of this research showed that teachers did not have acceptable trust in their
institutions and trade unions, and this caused them to choose the street to express their
demands. The ineffectiveness of trade union institutions and organizations, their
political dependence on the government and the government, lack of attention to real
demands, etc. have gradually led to the distance between this Guild and the guild
union organizations of this group, which has finally been visible in the rallies and
strikes of recent years. This desperation deep-rooted to guild unions and civil
organizations in the context of unique opportunities that social networks such as
Facebook, YouTube and mobile phones have created for organizing and expressing
demands, has caused these people to advance the goals of social justice and reduce
social inequalities in be present directly in the streets.

Keywords: Street protests, Street politics, Guild unions, Educators, Demands.
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Introduction

The majority of academic analyses of Iran's foreign policy during the Pahlavi period were
based on realist and liberal approaches. It seems that the prevalence of "non-semantic"
attitudes over the theories of international relations during this period has resulted in the
role of identity being overlooked in various approaches to Iran's foreign policy, in contrast
to the case during the Islamic Republic.

The foreign policy approaches of the Pahlavi period represent a significant area of interest
for political science research in Iran, given the pivotal role of identity elements in
understanding the concept of the "self" in relation to that of the "other". The government's
lack of strength during this period resulted in a greater role for individuals than for
institutions and structures in foreign policy. Consequently, the outcome of foreign policy
was largely shaped by the mentality of Iranian statesmen regarding the categorization of
allies and adversaries. In other words, the confrontation with Western countries and the
changing roles of "other friend" and "other enemy" in the mindset of statesmen in the
Pahlavi era had significant consequences for the history of Iran's developments, and an
important part of these consequences remain relevant and ongoing in Iran's foreign policy.
The issue with this article is that it assesses the influence of two key narratives in the
relationship between Iranians and the West. The two principal narratives of "compromise"
and "antagonism" were examined in the context of the five principal foreign policy
approaches of the Pahlavi era, namely the "Third Force", "Negative Balance", "Positive
Balance", "Positive Nationalism" and "National Independent Policy" approaches. The
primary question this research seeks to answer is whether Iran's foreign policy during the
Pahlavi era established a relationship between the "self" and the West with the objective
of safeguarding Iran's national interests from the perspective of identity.

Methodology

In addition to its theoretical nature, constructivism has methodological requirements.
Moderate tendencies in constructivism are similar to those of interpretative methods. The
analysis of why and how events occur in relation to "intersubjective dialectics" is an
integral part of the critical research method. This research has used constructivism as a
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research method. In this article, the understanding of self and the other (the West) in Iran's
foreign policy has been evaluated based on the considerations of the constructivist
method.

Results and Discussion

In constructivism, the international system is founded upon concepts such as the "national
self' and the "national other," which are shaped by the cognitive processes and
interactions of humans with one another. In constructivism, the process of identity
construction is based on the concepts of the "similar other" and the "different other".
Identity reproduction occurs through the process of assimilation, which is dependent on
representation. This process is contingent upon language and speech, and the act of
silence is as significant as the act of speech. It can thus be argued that the similarities
between "similar others" are as significant as the differences between "different others" in
the process of reproducing national identity and interests. Iranians have historically been
in a disadvantaged position in their interactions with Western powers over the past two
centuries. This has resulted in a collective perception of inferiority among Iranians in
comparison to the West, and in the view that Iranian politicians are largely influenced by
external actors. Iran's interactions with Western superpowers, including Russia and Great
Britain in the nineteenth century and the United States of America and the Soviet Union
in the twentieth century, have resulted in Iranians' experiences of engaging with a range of
entities associated with the West. Consequently, two concepts were established in the
Iranian psyche. Firstly, the West was perceived as a "dangerous other" with regard to
Iran's national interests. Secondly, the notion of defining national interests in alignment
with the identity and interests of a "less dangerous enemy" as a "tactical friend" to
safeguard against a "more dangerous enemy" was established. These two concepts also
informed the five approaches that characterized Iran's foreign policy. The figure below
illustrates the process of confronting the West in order to advance national interests in
Iran’s foreign policy during the Pahlavi era.

The historical confrontation of Iranians with the West
confrontation of Iranians with the West

The West as a "strategic enemy"« The West as a "tactical friend"

Antagonistic paradigm Compromise paradigm

National independent policy

The third force, positive balance
and positive nationalism

Negative balance

Shahrooz Shariati et al., The Relationship between Identity and National Interest Under...




I“:,"‘!G]_ff‘iResearch Letter of Political Science

Summer 2024, Volume XIX, Number 3, pp.159-197

The three approaches of "third force", "positive balance™ and "positive nationalism" in
foreign policy of Iran Under Pahlavi are placed under the compromise paradigm. The two
approaches of the Third Force and Positive Balance, of course, have an ontological
difference in understanding the conditions of the international system with the approach
of Positive Nationalism; in the approach of Positive Balance and Third Force, there was a
view based on "suspicion™ and "hostility" towards the West, but Positive Nationalism had
a compromise approach with the West.

in addition, the findings of this research demonstrate that during the Pahlavi era, a No. of
Iranian politicians held the view that the optimal provision of Iran's "national interests"
was contingent upon independence from the West. Conversely, a different set of
politicians advocated that Iran's national interests should be secured by establishing a
security link with the West, with the objective of minimising the country's expenses. This
research demonstrates that neither of these two identity structures, despite the significant
differences between them, can ensure the preservation of Iran's national interests.

Conclusion

The most fundamental factor shaping national interests in Iranian foreign policy from an
identity perspective has always been "fear of foreign intervention”. Russia (Soviet),
England and the United States were understood in Iranian foreign policy during the
Pahlavi era as "the other more dangerous" or "the other less dangerous". This article
showed that the three approaches of "Third Force", "Positive Balance" and "Positive
Nationalism" tried to secure Iran's national interests in the form of friendship and
compromise with the West, despite the fundamental differences in the compromise
paradigm. At the same time, this article showed that the "negative balance" approach
considered the provision of Iran's national interests from an identity point of view
dependent on confronting the West. The “independent national policy" approach also
sought to combine "contradiction” and "compromise” in Iran's foreign policy during the
Pahlavi era. In other words, the negative balance approach with “isolationism" tried to
minimize another risk, and the independent national policy pursued this goal by
emphasizing the increase of domestic power and making Iran a trans-regional power. It
should be remembered that the choice of compromise paradigms such as the third power,
balance and positive nationalism was rather an inevitable and expedient choice for Iranian
statesmen. From the point of view of identity, the Pahlavi statesmen, whenever they saw
fit, tried to gain credibility, at least in domestic public opinion, by criticizing the West. In
their rhetoric and speeches, they tried to distance themselves from the world system and
the Eastern and Western powers, and to show their ideas. But in the end, none of these
positions could guarantee Iran's national interests.

Keywords: Iran, Foreign Policy, Pahlavi, National Interests, Constructivism, Identity.
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Introduction

One of the issues that has been paid attention to in countries with ethnic diversity is the
level of intergroup integration. Iran is a diverse society, ethnically. The mechanisms and
elements that shape national identity and its consequences for society have highlighted the
importance of paying attention to this axis in social and political sciences. National
governments, especially in developing countries, are placed in the scope of a group of
local, ethnic, and subcultures at three ethnic (local), national, and global levels. The
encounter and opposition of these three levels have had positive and negative aspects,
which according to most sociological thinkers, its negative dimension is prominent in
developing countries and has caused very heavy social costs for national cohesion
(Fakuhi, 2009: 136). Ethnic and national identities are forms of collective identity. Iran is
one of the countries that has ethnic diversity, the multitude and diversity of the ethnic
groups that make up the Iranian society has turned it into an ethnic mosaic and a multi-
ethnic society. Despite this ethnic diversity, the national identity has not decreased in the
historical transition in Iran. The presence and life of different ethnicities such as Persians,
Azeris, Kurds, Baluchs, Turkmens, Arabs, and Lors together and within the framework of
a single political geography, shows the ethnic-cultural diversity in Iran. Despite the
harmony, empathy, and peaceful coexistence in the relations of Iranian ethnic groups, at
times, different levels of tension, conflict, and crisis of sovereignty have emerged
(Magsoudi, 2010: 15). In fact, the basis of national cohesion can be seen in the creation of
a relatively identical identity, harmony and convergence between multiple identities
(Hajiani, 2008: 145). National identity is a set of positive attitudes towards elements and
factors that are integrated and identity-giving, which exist at the level of behavior and
mentality of individual citizens of a country as a political unit (Skinner, 2006: 271).
Mamsani region (Memsani and Rostam counties) is one of the regions of Fars province,
where most of its residents are from the Ler ethnic group, which was under tribal and
tribal relations in the past. Mamsani's great clan consists of five clans: Bekash, Rostam,
Javed, Dushan-Ziari, and Mahor Milati. Symptoms of national identity such as paying
attention to ancient rituals and pride in Iranian cultural and historical heritage have existed
in Mamsani region for a long time (Mirfardi, 2017). There has been a type of tribal
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structure and feeling of belonging to the nation and tribe and the formation of spatial
boundaries and identity since the distant past due to political and social issues in Mamsani
region, which has been challenging. Based on some research (for example, Mirfardi,
2017), today despite the political and social transformations, in some cases tribal ideas are
prominent in this region. Considering that there is not enough scientific knowledge about
the level of clan divergence in connection with national identity in Mamasani and Rostam
Counties, this research deals with the issue of what is the relationship between national
identity and clan divergence among people living in Mamsani and Rostam counties?

Materials & Methods

Using the survey method, a structured questionnaire was used for data collection. The
sample size was 450 residents of Mamasani and Rostam counties selected using a multi-
stage cluster random sampling method. The factor analysis and Cronbach's alpha were
used to evaluate the validity and reliability of the questionnaire, respectively. A
questionnaire developed by Mirfardi and Salamatian (2022), was used for national
identity measurement, and a self-administered questionnaire was used for clan divergence
measurement. Data were analyzed using SPSS software.

Results & Conclusion

The findings showed that the average level of tribal divergence and the level of national
identity and its dimensions (territorial, political, economic and cultural) among people
living in Mamsani and Rostam counties is higher than the expected average. The findings
showed a positive and significant relationship between national identity and its
dimensions with tribal divergence. There was no significant difference between the clan
divergence of women and men, and there was no significant difference between the clan
divergence according to the job type. Multiple regression showed that the independent
variables explain nearly 12% of the variance of the dependent variable. Strengthening
national values and culture can help to improve integration at local and national levels.

Keywords: National Identity, Clan Divergence, Mamasani County, Rostam County.
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Introduction

Having a deep knowledge of Iran during the Safavid era, particularly the emergence
of a state out of the old-age Sufi traditions, is of utmost significance for
understanding the evolutions of the Iranian society in recent centuries. This study is
aimed at studying the effects of social imagines on the structure of Safavid state, and
proceeds to analyze how those imagines were formed and changed during that
significant historical period. Using the theory of Charles Taylor about the social
imagines and a historical sociological approach, the present study attempts to
demonstrate that the normal-moral order formed during that period was based on
what social backgrounds and resulted from what kind of self-understanding, and how
the collective beliefs of the Iranian people about political power affected the structure
and performance of the state. The findings of this study indicate that the continuation
of the decentralized monarchy imagine in ancient Persia, along with the formation of
a religion-centered imagine during Safavid era, resulted in the formation of a
centralized state based on religious legitimacy. Also, the defeat at the Battle of
Chaldoran and the efforts towards creating a Shi’ite religious utopia caused major
changes in such imagines. The study is innovative in its focus on the active role of
social imagines in the formation of the state and then its analysis in this historical
context of Iran. By presenting an analytical model based on Taylor’s theory, the
present study helps create a deeper understanding of the relationship between public
beliefs and political structures.

Methodology

The present paper uses a historical-sociological method with an interpretive approach,
trying to analyze the social imagines of community members in specific historical
period and to study the significance and impact of such imagines on the formation of
social organizations and institutions, such as the government. This type of historical
sociology looks for meaningful and significant interpretations of history, and while
focusing on cultural intentions of individual or group players in major historical
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events, it takes general and explicit concepts instead of theories and employs
comparison to highlight the specific aspects of each historical topic. In the
interpretive method, the main goal of social science is to interpret the major features
of the social world and our collective understanding of how the existing social orders
come to be and why we live the way we do.

Discussion and Results

A collection of social imagines which formed in the context of the pre-Safavid era
played a major role in the formation of that state and then continuation of that project,
the most important of which may be summarized as follows: continuation and
reinforcement of the imagine of centralized monarchy (king as image of God) coming
all the way from Ancient Persia, formation of a theocratic imagine of the state, the
epitome of which was “murshid-e kamel”, emphasis on religious differentiation
against the Sunni enemies as a unifying imagine that served to strengthen other
imagines as well, change in the theocratic imagine of state and shift towards
separating the religious and political powers inside the state after the defeat of Shah
Ismail | in the Battle of Chaldiran, reinforcement of the imagine of king/prophet to
fill the legitimacy gap after Chaldiran and eventually completion of the Safavid
project for the purpose of promoting, supporting and completing the imagine of a
Shiite religious utopia that prepared the grounds for changing the mindset of Iranian
people about the separation between worldly and spiritual realms.

Conclusion

Before the Safavid era, Iranians considered their kings as the source of religious and
worldly rule at the same time. During Safavid era, the need for the religious scholars
to give legitimacy to kings changed that imagine and served to separate the worldly
and religious positions in terms of basis and source, giving rise to this imagine that
the power of a king was only legitimate if approved by religious leaders. This was the
point of departure for reducing the powers of the king during the constitutionalism
period. The rise of this imagine pulled religious scholars out of isolation and pushed
them into the mainstream of the society, affecting the overall social construct so much
that in the late Safavid period the community was turned into a scene for presentation
and promotion of worldviews and ideas of religious scholars. These changes brought
about a new social imagine focused on religious scholars and Shiite clerics, who after
a period of absence and during the Qajar period served as the source of huge changes
in the beliefs of Iranian people and affected the social constructs, the climax of which
manifested in the Constitutional Revolution.

Keywords: Social Imaginary, Iranian, Safavid, State, Charles Taylor.
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