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Introduction

Mass media play a fundamental role in shaping public understanding of political conflicts
and wars. Newspapers, in particular, do not merely report events; rather, they actively
construct social realities through processes of selection, emphasis, omission, and framing.
The representation of war in media discourse is therefore deeply intertwined with
ideology, power relations, and political interests. During periods of armed conflict,
newspapers become important arenas where competing narratives regarding national
identity, legitimacy, victimhood, resistance, and peace are produced and disseminated.

The twelve-day Iran—Israel war constituted a significant political and military event that
generated extensive media coverage within Iran. Different newspapers adopted diverse
interpretative frameworks to explain the conflict, highlight particular actors, and prioritize
specific dimensions of the war. While some media outlets emphasized military resistance
and national security concerns, others focused on humanitarian consequences, diplomacy,
and civilian experiences. These differences demonstrate that media narratives are not
neutral reflections of reality but are socially and politically constructed representations.
Among Iranian newspapers, Kayhan and Shargh represent two distinct approaches to
political and social issues. Kayhan, generally associated with conservative and
revolutionary discourses, often adopts a confrontational approach toward international
conflicts and emphasizes resistance narratives. In contrast, Shargh, which is frequently
identified with reformist perspectives, tends to emphasize diplomacy, dialogue, and the
social consequences of political developments. The comparison between these two
newspapers provides an opportunity to understand how ideological orientations influence
the representation of war and shape public interpretations of political events.
Previous studies on media representation of war have demonstrated that newspapers
contribute significantly to the formation of public attitudes toward conflicts. Research has
examined the representation of war in Iranian newspapers during the Iran—Iraq War,
World War 1, and regional conflicts such as the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War.
However, limited attention has been devoted to investigating how contemporary Iranian
newspapers represented the recent Iran—Israel conflict using poststructuralist analytical
frameworks.
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To address this gap, the present study employs Jacques Derrida's deconstruction approach,
operationalized through David Boje's eight-step deconstructive narrative analysis.
Deconstruction challenges the apparent stability and coherence of texts by uncovering
hidden assumptions, hierarchical binary oppositions, silenced voices, contradictions, and
marginalized perspectives embedded within discourse. Rather than accepting media
narratives as objective accounts, deconstruction reveals the ideological mechanisms
through which meaning is constructed and particular interpretations become dominant.
The objective of this study is to comparatively analyze the headlines and subheadlines of
Kayhan and Shargh newspapers during the twelve-day Iran—Israel war. Specifically, the
research seeks to identify dominant binary oppositions, examine hierarchical structures of
meaning, uncover excluded voices, identify contradictions within narratives, and
reconstruct alternative representations that challenge dominant discursive positions.
Through this approach, the study contributes to the broader understanding of media
ideology, political communication, and the role of newspapers in constructing wartime
realities.

Methodology

This study adopted a qualitative research design based on Derridean deconstruction. The
analytical framework was derived from David Boje's eight-step deconstructive narrative
analysis, which provides a systematic method for examining instability, contradictions,
and silences within texts.

The research corpus consisted of the headlines and subheadlines published on the front
pages of Kayhan and Shargh newspapers during the twelve-day Iran—Israel war, covering
the period from 26 Khordad to 3 Tir 1404 (2025). Front-page headlines were selected
because they represent the newspapers' primary editorial priorities and serve as powerful
mechanisms for framing political events.

The analysis followed Boje's eight stages:

. Identifying binary oppositions within the texts;

. Reinterpreting hierarchical relationships embedded in these oppositions;

. Identifying silenced or excluded voices;

. Examining alternative perspectives and suppressed narratives;

. Deconstructing the dominant plot structures;

. Identifying exceptions and contradictions that destabilize the narrative;

. Reading between the lines to uncover implicit meanings;

8. Reorganizing narratives by incorporating marginalized voices and challenging
established hierarchies.

The first stage involved identifying major binary oppositions used by both newspapers. In
Kayhan, oppositions such as Iran/lIsrael, nation/enemy, imposed peace/imposed war, and
cessation of attacks/destruction of Israel were frequently observed. In Shargh, dominant
oppositions included dialogue/war, ceasefire/aggression, life/death, diplomacy/conflict,
and Tehran/Tel Aviv.

The second stage focused on determining which elements occupied privileged positions
within these oppositions. This analysis enabled the identification of ideological priorities
embedded in each newspaper's discourse.

Subsequent stages examined excluded voices, contradictions, and narrative
inconsistencies while proposing alternative reconstructions that incorporated marginalized
perspectives. This process allowed for a deeper understanding of the ideological
assumptions shaping media representations of war.

~NOoO O WN -

Results and Discussion

The findings revealed substantial differences between Kayhan and Shargh regarding their
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representation of the Iran—Israel war. Despite these differences, both newspapers
demonstrated selective representations characterized by ideological assumptions and
exclusions.

The analysis indicated that Kayhan predominantly constructed a militarized and
confrontational narrative. The newspaper framed Iran primarily through military
institutions, strategic decisions, and retaliatory actions rather than through civilian
experiences. Binary oppositions such as lIran versus Israel and nation versus enemy
reflected a discourse centered on resistance and victory. The repeated use of terms such as
"enemy," "destruction," "severe blows," and "elimination" reinforced an aggressive
narrative emphasizing military solutions.

A notable finding concerned the absence of ordinary citizens within Kayhan's
representation of war. The experiences of civilians affected by attacks in Tehran and other
Iranian cities were largely absent from the newspaper's discourse. Even when the Iranian
population was mentioned, references primarily served to legitimize military responses
rather than highlight humanitarian concerns. Consequently, the newspaper's narrative
privileged state-centered and ideological perspectives while marginalizing civilian
suffering.

Furthermore, Kayhan demonstrated several internal contradictions. For example, while
portraying Israel as being on the verge of collapse, the newspaper simultaneously
described Israeli military capabilities as advanced and formidable. Similarly, the
simultaneous rejection of both "imposed peace" and "imposed war" exposed tensions
within the newspaper's ideological framework. These inconsistencies illustrate Derrida's
argument that textual meanings are inherently unstable and susceptible to deconstruction.
In contrast, Shargh emphasized civilian experiences, diplomacy, and the humanitarian
dimensions of conflict. The newspaper consistently privileged concepts such as dialogue,
ceasefire, negotiation, and everyday life over militaristic narratives. Reports concerning
the experiences of Tehran residents, economic disruptions, emergency conditions, and the
search for normalcy highlighted the social consequences of war.

The binary opposition between dialogue and war represented the central organizing
principle within Shargh's discourse. Unlike Kayhan, which prioritized military resistance,
Shargh consistently advocated diplomatic solutions and ceasefire initiatives. The
newspaper portrayed international negotiations and diplomatic engagements as desirable
alternatives to continued conflict.

Despite its apparent anti-war orientation, Shargh also exhibited significant exclusions and
biases. Although emphasizing civilian suffering, the newspaper primarily focused on
Tehran residents while neglecting the experiences of individuals living in other Iranian
regions affected by the conflict. This tendency reflects a strong form of centralism that
privileges the experiences of residents in the capital over those of peripheral populations.
Moreover, Shargh largely excluded Israeli civilian experiences from its narratives. While
criticizing violence and advocating peace, the newspaper did not substantially address the
humanitarian consequences of Iranian missile attacks on Israeli civilians. Consequently,
its anti-war position remained selective rather than universally humanitarian.

The identification of silenced voices constituted one of the study's most important
findings. In Kayhan, civilian experiences, particularly those of Iranian citizens living
under wartime conditions, were systematically marginalized. The newspaper
predominantly represented governmental and military perspectives, thereby limiting
opportunities for alternative interpretations of the conflict.

Conversely, Shargh privileged civilian experiences but restricted them primarily to
Tehran residents. Military personnel, non-Tehran populations, and Israeli civilians
remained largely absent from the newspaper's narratives. These omissions demonstrate
that even seemingly humanitarian representations involve processes of selection and
exclusion.

Fateme Aghaei Rezvai et.al, Media and Politics: A Comparative Study of the Representation...



.. . (i N
. Research Letter of Political Science @
Winter 2026, Volume XXI, Number 1, pp. 7-39 3

The deconstruction of narrative structures further revealed that Kayhan adopted a
predominantly heroic plot characterized by themes of resistance, victory, and national
strength. This heroic framing minimized the tragic dimensions of war and obscured the
suffering associated with armed conflict.

In contrast, Shargh employed a tragic narrative emphasizing vulnerability, loss, and the
desire for peace. However, this tragic orientation coexisted with expressions of national
unity, resilience, and resistance against external aggression. Such coexistence generated
tensions that destabilized the coherence of the newspaper's anti-war discourse.

The final stage of narrative reconstruction demonstrated that alternative representations
were possible through the inclusion of marginalized voices. Rewriting headlines to
incorporate civilian experiences from both Iran and Israel challenged dominant binary
oppositions and promoted more inclusive understandings of conflict. These reconstructed
narratives highlighted the shared human consequences of war rather than reproducing
ideological divisions.

Overall, the findings support poststructuralist arguments concerning the instability of
meaning and the ideological nature of media representation. Neither newspaper provided
a comprehensive or neutral account of the conflict. Instead, both constructed selective

narratives that reflected particular political orientations and institutional priorities.

Conclusion

This study employed Derridean deconstruction and Boje's eight-step analytical framework
to examine the representation policies of Kayhan and Shargh newspapers during the
twelve-day Iran—Israel war. The findings demonstrated that both newspapers constructed
ideologically informed narratives characterized by selective representation, exclusion, and
internal contradictions.

Kayhan predominantly advanced a militaristic discourse emphasizing resistance,
retaliation, and national strength. The newspaper largely excluded civilian experiences
and prioritized state-centered perspectives. Its narrative structure reflected heroic themes
that minimized the humanitarian consequences of war.

By contrast, Shargh emphasized diplomacy, civilian life, and anti-war sentiments.
Nevertheless, its focus remained heavily concentrated on Tehran residents, resulting in the
marginalization of other affected populations. Furthermore, the exclusion of Israeli
civilian experiences limited the universality of its humanitarian discourse.

The study reveals that apparent ideological differences between conservative and
reformist newspapers do not necessarily correspond to fundamentally different
mechanisms of representation. Both newspapers selectively privilege certain voices while
silencing others, thereby contributing to the reproduction of specific political and
ideological frameworks.

From a theoretical perspective, the findings confirm the usefulness of deconstruction as a
methodological approach for uncovering hidden assumptions, contradictions, and
exclusions within media discourse. Deconstructive analysis demonstrates that media
narratives are neither fixed nor neutral; instead, they are unstable constructions shaped by

power relations and ideological commitments.

Future research could expand this approach by incorporating additional media platforms,
including television broadcasts, digital news outlets, and social media discourse.
Comparative analyses involving international media coverage of the same conflict may
also provide further insights into the relationship between media representation, ideology,
and political communication during wartime.
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Table (1). Comparative Representation Policies of Kayhan and Shargh

Newspapers during the 12-Day Iran-Israel War

Analytical Dimension

Kayhan Newspaper

Shargh Newspaper

Dominant discourse

Militaristic, resistance-oriented,
and ideological discourse

Humanitarian, diplomatic, and
peace-oriented discourse

Main binary
oppositions

Iran vs. Israel; Nation vs.
Enemy; Imposed Peace vs.
Imposed War

Dialogue vs. War; Ceasefire vs.
Aggression; Life vs. Death

Central focus of
representation

Military operations, national
security, and strategic retaliation

Civilian experiences, social
consequences of war, and
diplomatic efforts

Privileged actors

Government officials, military
commanders, and state
institutions

Civilians, urban residents, and
diplomatic actors

Marginalized or
silenced voices

Iranian civilians affected by war
and alternative anti-war
perspectives

Non-Tehran civilians, military
perspectives, and Israeli civilian
experiences

Narrative structure

Heroic narrative emphasizing
resistance, victory, and national
strength

Tragic narrative emphasizing
vulnerability, loss, and the
necessity of peace

Representation of
war

War portrayed as legitimate
resistance and national defense

War portrayed as a
humanitarian crisis requiring
diplomatic resolution

Major contradictions
identified through
deconstruction

Simultaneous portrayal of Israel

as both weak and threatening;

rejection of both imposed peace
and imposed war

Advocacy of universal
humanitarianism while
selectively focusing on Tehran
residents

alternative narrative

humanitarian consequences of
conflict

Ideological Conservative and state : —
orientation centered Reformist and society-centered
’ A : Inclusion of marginalized
Reconstructed Indusion of civilian suffering and populations and broader

representations of wartime
experiences

Source: Developed by the authors based on the deconstructive analysis of

Kayhan and Shargh newspaper headlines and subheadlines during the 12-day

Iran-Israel war.

Keywords:
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Introduction

In recent decades, the development of science and technology in Iran has received more
attention, but this field still requires research to criticize and review existing policies and
formulate new policies based on international needs and experiences. One of the important
issues today in new technologies is the production of genetically modified products, which has
increased the products of related industries but has also led to concerns about its risks to health
and the environment. The impact on economic production, along with the threat to public and
environmental health, has formed supporters and opponents around the development of this
technology in the form of stakeholders, and wherever stakeholders in a public area conflict over
an issue, public policy and the government will inevitably be involved. Policy-making on
genetically modified products is considered one of the most challenging areas of public policy
today, especially in developed industrial societies, but priorities in public policy are determined
as a function of the levels of development of governments, and consequently policy-making on
genetically modified products has become less sensitive for less developed countries, including
Iran. Increasing food production and security, along with threats to health and the environment,
have led to stakeholder conflict and government involvement in GM crop policymaking, and
studying the governance requirements in it provides an informational basis for domestic
policymakers. This study aims to compare GM crop policies, institutions, and stakeholders in
the United States and France, two leading examples in the field of biotechnology and different
in terms of governance requirements. The research is structured around the main question of
how GM crop policymaking has been in the United States and France, and what are the
differences and similarities in terms of goals, processes, and stakeholders who have shaped the
policies?

Methodology

The data of this research is of documentary type and its method is “"comparative study".
Comparative research is a combination of paying attention to a specific topic in different fields
and the method of identifying similarities and differences. In comparative research, two central
components are prioritized: 1- Sample selection 2- Specifying variables. If the number of
samples is large, the number of variables will inevitably be limited, and if the samples are few,
the possibility of analyzing more variables is available. However, the main methodological
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considerations in the comparative study method are: 1- Considerations of sample determination
2- Considerations of matching and equating variables 3- Analysis approach. These
considerations for the present study, which is based on the pattern of selecting the most similar
samples and a combination of emphasizing similarities and differences, are introduced in the
following table:

Table (1). Considerations for the comparative study method in this article

Sample Selection: The United States and France are both industrially
developed countries and pioneers in agricultural production, which are also
considered liberal democratic systems politically, while they differ in terms of

Sampling cultural norms and policy priorities.
considerations Level of Comparison: In terms of spatial level, the two countries belong to
two different continents with different geographies, but in terms of temporal
level, the study focuses on a similar time period for both samples.

The main concepts in this study are more or less without the need for
comparison and equivalence in the two countries. Food security, genetically
Equating modified products, policy-making institutions and policy stakeholders are
variables concepts and variables that are more or less referred to common meanings
in both countries, and this is one of the characteristics of a comparative

study in determining a sample of similar cases.

This study is of the “case-oriented” type; in other words, it places two
specific cases (the United States and France) as the subject of a comparative
study around several variables (institutions, laws, policies, stakeholders,
policy outcomes).

The research approach is "qualitative" with the aim of "description" and
based on "comparative inference", and its data is also of the type of
"documentary data" and a combination of first-hand documents (official
reports and legal texts) and second-hand documents (content of analyses

and research conducted on the subject).

Analysis
approach

Discussion and Findings

The results indicate high levels of efficiency and effectiveness of both countries' policies on
GMOs. Product safety, food security, and consumer confidence are common policy goals in
both countries, but in the United States, facilitating innovation and supporting industry and
trade, and in France, protecting the environment and biodiversity are priority goals. In the
United States, with a developmental and promotional approach, a single policymaking body
under the federal government with roles divided between the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), the Animal and Plant Health Services (APHIS), and the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), and in France, with a precautionary and environmentalist approach, policies are
developed and implemented under the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) alongside the
French Agency for Food, Environmental, and Occupational Safety and Health (ANSES) and
the Independent Research and Information Committee on Genetic Engineering (CRIIGEN).
Overall, the differences reflect the differences in the stakeholders influencing the policies of the
two countries.

Table (2). Policymaking bodies on GMOs in the United States and France

Policy-making bodies in France Policy-Making Agencies in the United States
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
French Agency for Food, Environmental and Animal and Plant Health Services (APHIS)
Occupational Health and Safety (ANSES), under the Department of Agriculture,
French Independent Research and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (EPA)
Information Committee on Genetic
Engineering (CRIIGEN)
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Table (3). Comparing the policy goals of the United States and France

on GMOs

Policy objectives for genetically modified products
in France

Objectives of GM crop policy in the United
States

Environmental protection and biodiversity: As a
member of the European Union, France pays
special attention to preserving natural resources
and reducing the negative impacts of genetically
modified products on the environment.

Consumer confidence: In France, companies are
required to provide complete scientific evidence
that their products are safe for human health and
the environment.

Ensuring food security: The use of genetically
modified products in agriculture can help increase
crop yields and provide sufficient food for society,
but to the extent that they do not pose a threat to
the environment. Therefore, in France, importing
genetically modified products to ensure food
security while partially prohibiting the cultivation
and production of these products domestically is

considered one of the policy objectives.

Ensuring product safety: The main
objective is to ensure product safety for
consumers.

Facilitating innovation and development:
As one of the world's leaders in
biotechnology, policy in the United States
focuses on facilitating the innovation
process and development of GM crops.
Supporting the agricultural industry: GM
crop policy in the United States aims to
support the country's agricultural
industry. This includes increasing yields
and improving resistance to pests and
diseases, and reducing the use of

chemical pesticides in agriculture.

Table (4). Stakeholder groups in GM crop policymaking in the United

States and France, by role and priority, respectively

Stakeholder groups in France

Stakeholder groups in the United
States

Institutions and organizations related to the
European Union: European identity is tied to
environmental protection and sustainable
development, and the institutions of the European
Union represent these values. Pioneering
environmentalism is a policy priority in the European
Union, so the Union is the most important
stakeholder among European governments in
matters related to green policy, and in a way acts

independently of them.

Environmental associations: These associations,
which also enjoy the support of the French
government in a special way, considering the
components of European identity, are considered the
second stakeholder group in the policy-making of
transgenic products, especially in the field of
production.

Human rights associations: These associations, as
public representative institutions, play a role as
stakeholders, especially where the issue of ensuring
food security and consumer living standards is at
stake, and support the import of safe transgenic

products within existing restrictions.

Farmers and livestock producers: France is the
leading country in agricultural production and one of
the largest dairy producers in the European Union.
Although increasing production and reducing costs is

one of the most important goals of producers, due to
environmental policy restrictions and the share of
these producers in the organic market, there has
been no significant political pressure on French
policymakers to further liberalize the field of

genetically modified products.

Biotechnology and agriculture
industries: Companies and
organizations active in the

biotechnology and agriculture

industries, including companies
producing genetically modified
products and research organizations,
are seeking to facilitate the
production and marketing of their
genetically modified products, given
their high share in the US market.

Farmers and livestock producers:
Farmers and livestock producers, who
have a significant share in the
economy due to the priority of
agricultural and livestock production
in the US, are seeking to use
genetically modified products to
improve product performance, reduce
costs, and increase their profitability.

Consumers: American consumers, as
taxpayers and voters, are seeking to
provide safe and quality products to
consumers and ensure food security.

Environmental associations:
Environmental associations, as public
representative institutions, are
seeking to reduce environmental
concerns related to the cultivation of

genetically modified products.
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Table (5). Similarities in GM crop policies in the United States and

France

Priority for
ensuring
product

safety

Both countries place special emphasis on the safety and availability of
genetically modified products for consumers, and independent regulatory
organizations have been established to assess and certify the safety of
products.

Ensuring food
security

Ensuring food security for society and increasing agricultural production
using genetically modified products are priorities for both countries.

Existence of
regulatory
organizations

Independent regulatory organizations have been established in both
countries to control and monitor the production and use of genetically
modified products.

Scientific
support while
scientific
resistance

In both countries, elites and researchers in the field of developing genetically
modified products and biotechnology are engaged in scientific research in
these fields, and political actors in both countries have a practical belief in
the importance of using scientific knowledge and technology in agricultural
development and ensuring food security. At the same time, both countries
are conducting scientific research and careful studies focused on the effects

of GM crops on the environment, human health, and agricultural production.

Labeling rules

Both countries have implemented effective regulation in terms of monitoring
and control and have implemented laws for labeling GM crops to provide
consumers with the necessary information about whether the products are
GM

Public
participation

Both countries have given importance to public participation in GM policy-
making through transparency in the decision-making process, listening to
public opinions, and granting different roles in the policy-making process.

Public attitude

In both countries, public attitudes towards the production and consumption
of GM crops have become polarized, and supporters and opponents compete
with each other in the form of representative institutions to influence
policies, with the difference that in the United States, economic actors have a
greater weight, and in France, civil society institutions have a greater weight.

attention to
environmental

Creating In some cases, both countries have created and implemented trade barriers
trade barriers for the import and export of GM crops.
Raying Both countries have paid attention to environmental impacts in their policies

on genetically modified products and have attempted to identify, control, and
manage these impacts.

impacts
Table (6). Differences in GM crop policies in the United States and
France
Topic L_Jnited States France
2w and Emphasis on procedures and Emphasis on regulations
Cor;iugpr'g?gmp;ate High and common Low and subject to restrictions

Policy approach

Regulation and facilitation

Precautionary and strict

Policy objectives

More emphasis on economics
while paying attention to food
security and the environment

More emphasis on environmental
sustainability while paying
attention to economy and food
security

Organizational
dominance in GM
policymaking

Superiority of the Food and Drug
Administration with emphasis on
health and food safety

Predominance of environmental
and occupational food safety and
health organization with emphasis

on environmental damage

Trade policies

Emphasis on commercial
production and extensive exports

Emphasis on supporting domestic
production and local agriculture
and monitoring the safety of

resistant)

imports
R Very high (over 90% of corn L .
Cultivation rate of - L Very limited and subject to legal
GM crops soybeans, and rice are herbicide prohibitions
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Based on the results, policy recommendations have been extracted and proposed for Iranian
policymakers: Strengthening the system of supervision and safety, risk management, and
environmental protection; Encouraging scientific research and development of new
technologies; Increasing public awareness; Developing and supporting domestic production;
Setting standards and labeling and information laws to increase public trust; Encouraging
international cooperation and facilitating and supporting the trade of genetically modified
organisms; Strengthening the legal system.

Keywords: Biotechnology Policymaking, Genetically Modified Products, Food Security,
Environmental Damage, United States, France.
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. Recombinant DNA, rDNA

. Vogt

. Pew Initiative on Food and ,Biotechnology
EPA

FDA

. USDA

. APHIS

. GMO, Genetically modified organism
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1. FIFRA
2.U.S.C. 136
3. Cof of federal regulations
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1. Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (abbreviated as FFDCA, FDCA, or
FD&C)

2. U.S. Code § 346a 21

3. Substantial Equivalence
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1. Statement of Policy- Foods Derived from New Plant Varieties
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1. AMS
2. USDA
3. APHIS
4. PPA
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1. Kuntz
2. FNSEA
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1. ANSES
2. The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
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1. ANSM
2. The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
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Drawing on Hannah Arendt's theoretical framework of political judgment and analyzing
multi-wave World Values Survey data (1999-2022) through secondary analysis and
structural equation modeling, this article examines the political crisis in Iran as a
structural crisis of intersubjective judging capacity. For Arendt, political judgment is a
reflective ability within the horizon of plurality and the shared world, requiring "enlarged
mentality” and "common understanding,” rather than reliance on absolute moral rules or
instrumental rationality. The findings indicate a persistent decline in tolerance of dissent,
a collapse of social trust, and the identity-based conditioning of the legitimacy of protest
actions. Path analysis confirms that this crisis is primarily mediated through the
"moralization of difference"—that is, the transformation of political differences into
non-negotiable moral deviations. Comparison with Turkey and Egypt highlights the
greater intensity and synergy of this pattern in Iran. The article argues that without
reviving shared judgment and curbing moralization, institutional reforms will remain
unstable, and politics will be trapped in cycles of exclusion and distrust.

Introduction

Political judgment, as conceptualised by Hannah Arendt, is not a matter of applying
universal moral rules, calculating interests, or following instrumental rationality. Instead,
it is a reflective, intersubjective capacity that emerges in the public realm, amid human
plurality, and within a shared world. Arendt draws upon Kant's Critique of Judgment to
argue that political judgment requires “enlarged mentality” — the ability to think from the
standpoint of others — and “common sense” as the horizon that makes judgments
intelligible and debatable (Arendt, 1982; Beiner, 1983). In her view, the vitality of politics
depends on citizens' capacity to judge public affairs without reducing differences to moral
absolutes or identity-based oppositions. When this common horizon erodes, political
disagreements harden into moralised exclusions, and the public realm gives way to
friend/enemy logics (Arendt, 1958, 1998; Villa, 2000).

Over the past two decades, Iranian society has exhibited mounting signs of such a crisis:
declining tolerance of dissent, a sharp drop in social trust, and increasing conditionality in
the legitimacy of protest actions. These trends cannot be explained solely by institutional
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deficiencies, ideological cleavages, or economic hardships. They point to a deeper,
attitudinal erosion of the very capacity for intersubjective judgment that sustains a shared
political life. Most existing studies on Iran’s political culture have focused on historical-
institutional factors or qualitative case analyses, with little longitudinal, comparative, and
empirical attention to the Arendtian notion of judgment. This study fills that gap by
operationalising Arendt’s framework using multi-wave World Values Survey (WVS) data
(1999-2022) for Iran, with Turkey and Egypt as comparative cases.

The core research question is: How have trends in tolerance of dissent, social trust, and
protest legitimacy evolved in Iran over the last two decades, and what do they reveal
about a crisis of political judgment? The central argument is that the observed patterns
reflect a structural weakening of intersubjective judging capacity, mediated by the
“moralisation of difference” — a mechanism that transforms political and cultural
differences into non-negotiable moral deviations. Without reviving this judging capacity
and the public horizon for contesting judgments, any institutional reform will remain
fragile and politics will be trapped in cycles of exclusion and distrust.

Methodology

This study adopts a quantitative-analytical research design, based on secondary analysis
of large-scale survey data from the World Values Survey (WVS). Data for Iran, Turkey,
and Egypt were extracted from Waves 4 to 7 (1999-2022). The sample sizes per wave
range from 1,000 to 3,000 adults (aged 18+), and WV design weights were applied in all
analyses to ensure representativeness.

Arendtian concepts, though philosophical and normative, were operationalised through
public attitudinal indicators. Four key variables were constructed:

1. Tolerance of dissent — measured by items assessing acceptance of neighbours or
co-habitants with different political views, lifestyles, or ethnic/religious backgrounds.
This indicator is widely used in the literature as a proxy for acceptance of plurality
(Inglehart & Welzel, 2005).

2. Social trust — measured by the standard question: “Generally speaking, would you say
that most people can be trusted, or that you need to be very careful in dealing with
people?” This variable is interpreted as an indicator of the presence or absence of
“common sense” — the shared horizon that enables mutual intelligibility of judgments
(Putnam, 2000; Beiner, 1983).

3. Moralisation of difference — a composite index constructed from items that reflect rigid,
value-based rejection of specific social or political groups. Crucially, this index does not
measure personal moral beliefs per se, but rather the pattern of using moral categories to
exclude others — i.e., the mechanism that transforms political differences into moral
deviations (Bernstein, 1986). Cronbach's alpha for this composite was 0.85.

4. Protest legitimacy — derived from questions on the justifiability of various forms of
protest (e.g., petitions, demonstrations, boycotts). Conditional patterns — where legitimacy
depends on the perceived moral-identity alignment of the protesters — were coded as
indicators of departure from public judgment (Arendt, 1978; Benhabib, 1992).

Reliability for tolerance and trust was acceptable (oo = 0.82 and 0.79, respectively).
Multivariate regression models controlled for age, gender, education, and economic status
to account for demographic composition. To test the mediating role of moralisation of
difference, path analysis and structural equation modelling (SEM) were performed using
AMOS. Model fit indices were: CFI = 0.96, RMSEA = 0.048, SRMR = 0.032, and y¥df =
2.14, indicating good fit.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal a persistent and structural erosion of political judgment in Iran over
the 1999-2022 period. Table 1 summarises the trends for Iran, Turkey, and Egypt.
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Table (1). Changes in Political Judgment Indicators in Iran, Turkey, and

Egypt (1999-2022)

Change 1999-
Country Indicator 1999 | 20057 o0 | 2022 (perzc?aﬁage
points)
Iran Toleranc(eo/:)f dissent 42 38 31 26 ~16
Iran Social trust (%) 36 28 20 15 -21
Iran d"l"f?gféﬁ?é"zg_°1f) 052 | 0.60 068 | 0.74 +0.22
Turkey Toleranc(%/:)f dissent 45 42 _ 41 _4
Turkey Social trust (%) 25 22 19 21 -4
Egypt Toleranc(%/:)f dissent 38 35 33 30 -8
Egypt Social trust (%) 30 27 24 22 -8
*Values are adjusted according to available waves; — indicates data not available or non-comparable waves.

Source: Authors' calculations based on WVS waves 4-7 (World Values Survey
Association, 2023).

As shown in Table 1, Iran experienced a 16-point decline in tolerance of dissent,
compared to a 4-point decline in Turkey and 8-point decline in Egypt. Social trust in Iran
plummeted by 21 points (from 36% to 15%), placing Iran among the lowest globally in
this regard, while Turkey and Egypt showed much smaller decreases. Meanwhile, the
moralisation-of-difference index in Iran rose sharply from 0.52 to 0.74, indicating that
political and social differences are increasingly framed as moral deviations that preclude
dialogue.

Path analysis (full results provided in Table 2 of the main paper) confirmed that the
relationship between declining tolerance and the broader crisis indicators (trust collapse
and conditional protest legitimacy) is significantly mediated by moralisation of difference.
In Iran, the standardised indirect effect was = —0.42 (p < 0.01), whereas it was —0.24 for
Turkey and —0.19 for Egypt. Introducing the mediator substantially reduced the direct
effects, showing that the core problem lies in the mechanism that turns differences into
moral exclusions, not merely in the level of moral beliefs themselves.

These patterns are consistent with Arendt’s theory. The decline in tolerance reflects a
weakening of “enlarged mentality” — the inability to think from others' standpoints. The
collapse of social trust signals the disintegration of “common sense” — the shared horizon
that makes judgments mutually intelligible. The identity-based conditionality of protest
legitimacy indicates that politics has left the public realm and entered a friend/enemy
logic, where action is judged by who acts rather than by public norms. The comparative
dimension highlights that Iran's crisis is not merely a general feature of authoritarian
contexts, but a distinct, self-reinforcing cycle: the three indicators move in synergy,
reinforcing each other, while in Turkey and Egypt the patterns are less synchronous and
less intense.

The moralisation of difference, as a mediating mechanism, explains why political
disagreements in Iran so quickly become non-negotiable. This is not a matter of stronger
religious or ethical commitments, but of the use of such commitments to exclude the other
from the moral community. Such a process forecloses deliberation and reduces politics to
mutual exclusion, which is precisely the condition Arendt identified as the death of
politics.
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Integrating Hannah Arendt’s philosophical framework of political judgment with
longitudinal WVS data, this study demonstrates that Iran’s political crisis transcends
ideological divides or institutional failures. At the attitudinal level, what is eroding is the
intersubjective capacity to judge within a shared world. The persistent decline in
tolerance, the sharp fall in social trust, and the identity-conditional legitimacy of protests
are not isolated phenomena but components of a structural pattern, mediated by the
moralisation of difference.

The main theoretical contributions are threefold. First, the study empirically
operationalises Arendtian judgment, bridging political philosophy and empirical social
science. Second, it identifies moralisation of difference as a key mediator, clarifying how
intolerance translates into broader political decay. Third, through regional comparison, it
shows that Iran’s pattern is distinct in its intensity and synergy, offering a more robust
explanation than generic accounts of authoritarianism or underdevelopment.

From a policy perspective, the findings caution against over-reliance on institutional
reforms without addressing the underlying judging capacity of citizens. Moralising
discourses, although mobilising in the short term, deepen long-term exclusion and
distrust. Reviving politics requires creating spaces for the practice of intersubjective
judgment — arenas where disagreement is treated as part of shared political existence, not
as a moral threat. This implies the need for educational, media, and civil-society
initiatives that foster “enlarged mentality”” and protect the public realm from moralisation.
Limitations include the reliance on survey data, which cannot directly access internal
judgment processes, and the cross-national comparability of some indicators.
Nevertheless, in Arendtian terms, these limitations are not fatal, because political
judgment manifests itself precisely in public, observable patterns of attitudinal exclusion
and inclusion.

In sum, the crisis of politics in Iran must be understood, first and foremost, as a crisis of
political judgment — a crisis that is empirically traceable, theoretically explainable, and
profoundly consequential for the future of political life in the country.
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Introduction

Electoral participation represents a central dimension of democratic governance and
political legitimacy. Through elections, citizens obtain opportunities to influence public
decision-making, evaluate political representatives, and contribute to the functioning of|
democratic institutions. In representative political systems, voter turnout is commonly,
considered an indicator of citizens’ political engagement, institutional trust, and
willingness to participate in public affairs. Therefore, identifying the factors that
encourage or discourage electoral participation remains a major concern in political
science and public policy research.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, elections for the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majles)
hold particular importance due to the Parliament’s responsibilities in legislation, executive
oversight, approval of development programs, and monitoring governmental performance.
Citizens’ participation in parliamentary elections consequently influences both the
perceived legitimacy and effectiveness of political governance. However, electoral
participation is a complex phenomenon shaped by multiple social, political, cultural,
economic, and psychological factors. Understanding these factors requires attention not
only to formal political institutions but also to the role of civil society organizations.
Previous studies have identified several determinants of political participation, including
political trust, political efficacy, education, religious commitment, media exposure, social
capital, civic engagement, socioeconomic conditions, and political awareness. Although
these factors have received considerable scholarly attention, the contribution of civil
society organizations, particularly non-governmental organizations (NGOSs), to electoral
participation has remained relatively underexplored in the Iranian context. NGOs
represent important components of civil society because they facilitate voluntary
participation, collective action, social communication, and civic education outside formal
governmental structures. Through activities such as public awareness programs,
advocacy, community development, and social services, NGOs create opportunities for
citizens to develop civic skills, strengthen interpersonal trust, and engage with broader,
social networks. Consequently, NGOs may function as intermediaries connecting citizens
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with political institutions and enhancing participatory capacities. This study is
theoretically grounded in Political Socialization Theory, Social Capital Theory, Resource
Mobilization Theory, Political Opportunity Theory, and the democratic perspectives of
Robert Dahl, Sidney Verba, and Robert Putnam. These approaches collectively emphasize
that participation is influenced by citizens’ access to political resources, social networks,
civic experiences, and perceptions of political efficacy. From this perspective, NGOs may
contribute to democratic participation by increasing political awareness, strengthening
trust, facilitating collective action, and providing channels for civic engagement. Isfahan
provides an appropriate context for examining this relationship. As one of Iran’s largest
metropolitan areas, the city has numerous universities, cultural institutions, and registered
NGOs active in social, environmental, educational, charitable, and community fields.
Despite its strong civic characteristics, electoral participation in recent parliamentary
elections has declined compared with previous periods. This situation raises important
questions regarding the factors influencing citizens’ willingness to participate in electoral
processes. Accordingly, the main hypothesis of this study examines whether NGO
activities significantly influence citizens’ electoral participation in Isfahan.

Main Hypothesis

NGO activities have a significant positive effect on citizens’ electoral participation in
Isfahan. This study examines the effects of NGO activity type, educational programs,
legal and institutional activities, reliance on NGOs, and the mediating role of political
awareness in electoral participation.

Methodology

This study employed an applied quantitative cross-sectional survey design to examine the
relationship between NGO activities and citizens’ electoral participation in the 2023
Islamic Consultative Assembly elections in Isfahan, with a focus on the mediating role of
political awareness. The statistical population consisted of NGO members in Isfahan.
Using Cochran’s formula at a 95% confidence level, 384 respondents were selected
through proportional random sampling. Data were collected using a researcher-developed
questionnaire measuring NGO activities, educational and awareness programs, reliance on
NGOs, legal and institutional activities, political awareness, and electoral participation
based on a five-point Likert scale. Content validity was confirmed through expert
evaluation, while construct validity and reliability were assessed using confirmatory
factor analysis (CFA), Cronbach’s alpha, Composite Reliability (CR), and Average
Variance Extracted (AVE). The proposed model was tested using Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM), and the mediating effect of political awareness was examined through
bootstrap analysis.

Results and Discussion

The structural equation modeling (SEM) results provided empirical support for the main
hypothesis of the study, demonstrating that NGO activities significantly influence
citizens’ electoral participation in the Islamic Consultative Assembly elections in Isfahan.
The structural model examined the direct and indirect effects of NGO activities, including
the type of NGO activities, educational and awareness-building programs, legal and
institutional initiatives, citizens’ reliance on NGOs, and the mediating role of political
awareness.

The adequacy of the proposed model was first assessed through goodness-of-fit indices.
The obtained values indicated an acceptable fit between the theoretical model and
empirical data. The Chi-square to degrees of freedom ratio (CMIN/df) was 1.94,
suggesting an acceptable model fit. The RMSEA value was 0.049, indicating a good
approximation of the model. Furthermore, the comparative fit indices demonstrated
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acceptable model performance, with CFIl equal to 0.90 and TLI equal to 0.89. The
parsimonious fit indices also confirmed the adequacy of the model, as PNFI reached 0.67.
Overall, these results indicate that the proposed conceptual framework adequately
represents the relationships among NGO activities, political awareness, and electoral
participation.

Table (1). The Role of NGOs in Electoral Participation: A Case Study of
Isfahan City (2023)

Fit Index | Value | Interpretation
CMIN/df 1.94 Good fit
p-value | 0.000 | Acceptable fit
RMR 0.068 Good fit
TLI 0.89 Acceptable fit
CFI 0.90 Good fit
RMSEA 0.049 Good fit
PNFI 0.67 Good fit

The structural path analysis revealed that all dimensions of NGO activities, except the
direct effect of political awareness on direct electoral participation, had statistically
significant relationships with electoral participation. The type of NGO activities positively
affected both direct and interactive electoral participation. Specifically, this variable
explained 11.3% of the variance in direct participation and 7.0% of the variance in
interactive participation. Moreover, it indirectly influenced interactive participation
through political awareness, indicating that the nature and orientation of NGO activities
contribute to citizens’ political engagement by increasing awareness and civic
understanding. Educational and awareness-building programs represented another
significant predictor of electoral participation. These activities directly contributed to both
forms of participation by providing citizens with political knowledge, improving civic
skills, and encouraging involvement in electoral processes. The findings suggest that
NGOs do not merely provide social services but also operate as educational institutions
that enhance citizens’ capacity for democratic engagement. Citizens’ reliance on NGOs
also demonstrated a significant positive effect on electoral participation. Reliance on
NGOs explained 16.4% of the variance in direct participation and 30.1% of the variance
in interactive participation. This finding indicates that when citizens perceive NGOs as
trustworthy, effective, and responsive organizations, they are more likely to participate in
political discussions, exchange political information, and engage with electoral processes.
Thus, public trust in civil society organizations represents an important mechanism
through which civic institutions encourage democratic involvement. The strongest effects
were associated with the legal and institutional activities of NGOs. These activities
explained 41% of the variance in direct electoral participation and 61% of the variance in
interactive electoral participation. Furthermore, legal and institutional activities indirectly
influenced participation through political awareness. This result highlights the importance
of NGOs’ advocacy functions, including promoting transparency, defending citizens’
rights, facilitating communication between society and institutions, and encouraging
lawful forms of political participation.

Table (2). Standardized Structural Path Coefficients of the Final Model

Structural Path Standard SE CR p- Bootstrap Result
B value SE
Type of NGO activities — 0.713 0.113 | 5.33 | <0.001 0.116 Supported
Direct participation
Type of NGO activities — 0.831 0.173 | 4.80 | <0.001 0.176 Supported
Interactive participation
Education and awareness 0.808 0.061 | 7.02 | <0.001 0.064 Supported
programs — Direct
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participation

Education and awareness 0.833 0.101 | 5.09 | <0.001 0.104 Supported
programs — Interactive
participation

Reliance on NGOs — 0.302 0.001 | 3.91 | <0.001 0.079 Supported
Direct participation

Reliance on NGOs — 0.118 0.003 | 2.87 0.004 0.043 Supported
Interactive participation

Political awareness — 0.08 0.002 | 1.58 0.114 0.053 Rejected
Direct participation

Political awareness — 0.154 0.012 | 2.90 0.004 0.055 Supported
Interactive participation

Legal activities — Direct 0.78 0.09 6.08 | <0.001 0.093 Supported
participation

Legal activities — 0.88 0.148 | 4.78 | <0.001 0.152 Supported
Interactive participation

The mediating role of political awareness was also examined. The findings showed that
political awareness significantly influenced interactive electoral participation, explaining
14.1% of its variance. However, its direct effect on direct electoral participation was
statistically insignificant (B = 0.08, p = 0.114). Therefore, political awareness mainly
functions as an indirect mechanism through which NGO activities promote political
dialogue, information exchange, and civic interaction.

Table (3). Direct and Indirect Effects of Independent Variables on

Electoral Participation

Variable Direct Effect Indirect Effect (through Political Total
Awareness) Effect

Type of NGO activities 0.70 0.23 0.93
Reliance on NGOs 0.301 0.000 0.301
Legal activities of NGOs 0.61 0.104 0.714
Political awareness 0.141 — 0.141

The results presented in Table 8 demonstrate that the highest total effect on electoral
participation belonged to the type of NGO activities (0.93), followed by legal and
institutional activities of NGOs (0.714). The indirect effects observed through
political awareness confirm its mediating role in the relationship between civil society
activities and electoral participation. In contrast, reliance on NGOs primarily
influenced participation through direct pathways. These findings support the
assumptions of Political Socialization Theory, which emphasizes that political
attitudes and behaviors develop through interaction with social institutions. NGOs
contribute to political socialization by organizing educational programs, civic
campaigns, and community activities that increase citizens’ understanding of political
processes. The results are also consistent with Social Capital Theory, particularly
Putnam’s perspective, which highlights the importance of trust, voluntary
associations, and social networks in facilitating collective action. NGOs strengthen
social connections and create environments in which citizens develop greater political
efficacy and willingness to participate.

Furthermore, the findings support the democratic perspectives of Dahl and Verba, who
consider active citizen participation a fundamental element of democratic governance.
NGOs provide channels through which citizens acquire political skills, articulate social
demands, and develop confidence in their ability to influence political outcomes. Overall,
the evidence indicates that NGOs perform functions beyond traditional social services.
Through educational activities, legal initiatives, organizational engagement, and
awareness-building programs, they contribute to strengthening political participation and
improving the quality of democratic processes.
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This study examined the influence of NGO activities on citizens’ electoral
participation in the 2023 Islamic Consultative Assembly elections in Isfahan. The
findings confirmed the main hypothesis and demonstrated that NGOs significantly
contribute to enhancing both direct and interactive forms of electoral participation.
Among the examined factors, legal and institutional activities of NGOs showed the
strongest direct influence, indicating that organizations involved in advocacy,
transparency promotion, and citizen—institution communication play a crucial role in
encouraging democratic engagement. In addition, citizens’ reliance on NGOs
positively affected participation, emphasizing the importance of institutional trust in
strengthening civic involvement. The study also demonstrated that political awareness
operates as an important mediating mechanism. Although political awareness did not
significantly influence direct electoral participation, it increased interactive
participation by encouraging political discussion, information exchange, and civic
dialogue. Therefore, NGOs’ educational and awareness-building activities should be
considered long-term investments in democratic development. The findings
contribute theoretically by supporting Political Socialization Theory, Social Capital
Theory, Resource Mobilization Theory, and Political Opportunity Theory. Practically,
they suggest that policymakers should recognize NGOs as important partners in
promoting democratic participation. Creating supportive legal frameworks,
encouraging cooperation between public institutions and NGOs, and strengthening
civic education programs can enhance citizens’ involvement in electoral processes.
Despite these contributions, the study has limitations. Since the research was conducted
only in Isfahan, generalization to other regions should be approached cautiously.
Additionally, the cross-sectional design limits conclusions regarding long-term causal
relationships. Future studies may apply longitudinal designs, comparative approaches
across provinces, or qualitative methods to further investigate the relationship between
civil society organizations and political participation. In conclusion, strengthening NGOs
can contribute to greater electoral participation, enhanced political legitimacy, and deeper
citizen involvement in public decision-making. Developing a supportive environment for
civil society organizations may therefore represent an effective strategy for promoting
sustainable democratic participation in Iran.
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Conclusion

Keywords: Electoral Participation, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Isfahan,
Islamic Consultative Assembly.
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Introduction

The political developments in the Islamic world in the contemporary century show that
Islamist movements, despite sharing fundamental beliefs and drawing inspiration from
religious teachings, have experienced significant differences in terms of political goals,
tools of activism, and practical strategies. In the meantime, the political thought of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood movement in Egypt, as two
prominent and influential models in the sphere of contemporary Islamic politics, have
always attracted the attention of researchers; because both have played an important role
in regional and trans-regional developments by claiming to revive Islamic identity in the
political arena and redefine the relationship between religion and power. However,
differences in historical contexts, social structures, state-building experience, and methods
of political action have placed distinct paths before these two movements. Therefore,
explaining the similarities and differences between their political thought, goals, and tools
of political power strategies not only helps to understand the internal logic of Islamist
movements more precisely, but also provides the possibility of analyzing different
patterns of realizing religious sovereignty and political mobilization strategies in the
Islamic world. Accordingly, the main goal of the present study is a comparative analysis
of the goals, tools, and political strategies in the political thought of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and the modern Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt and explaining their
fundamental similarities and differences. Therefore, the main question of the study is:
despite the commonality in religious foundations and the ideal of restoring Islamic
sovereignty, why have the political thought of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the
Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt led to different paths in practical goals, tools of action, and
strategies for realizing political power?

Methodology

In terms of methodology, this study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach. First, the
historical and social contexts surrounding the formation of the Muslim Brotherhood and
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the Islamic Revolution are examined. Subsequently, through an analytical perspective,
their similarities and differences are comparatively evaluated at three levels: goals,
instruments, and political strategies. The data collection method is library-based, relying
on systematic note-taking from written sources, including books, scholarly articles, and
academic research. In the data analysis phase, qualitative content analysis is employed;
key themes related to fundamental concepts are extracted, coded, and organized into
conceptual categories. Finally, based on a comparative framework, the discursive and
strategic similarities and distinctions between the two movements are analyzed.

Results and Discussion

In this study, drawing upon an integrated theoretical framework of Social Identity Theory
and Discourse Analysis, the historical and social contexts surrounding the emergence of
the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the Islamic Revolution of Iran were first
systematically examined and compared in order to elucidate the processes of identity
formation, crises of legitimacy, and structural conditions that shaped both movements. At
this stage, through extensive review of library sources and systematic note-taking from
theoretical, historical, and analytical works, key components such as type of leadership,
organizational networks, social base, experience of repression, identity crisis, and the
relationship between religion and politics were extracted and formulated into comparative
indicators.

In the second step, the political objectives of the two movements were analyzed at three
levels—Hasan al-Banna’s thought, Sayyid Qutb’s thought, and the contemporary
approach of the Muslim Brotherhood on the one hand, and the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran on the other—using qualitative content analysis. Fundamental concepts
such as the revival of Islamic identity, state-building, popular participation, divine
sovereignty, gradual reform, or revolutionary overthrow were coded and organized into
analytical categories to enable comparison of their theoretical coherence, scope of
objectives, and degree of institutionalization. Additionally, the transnational,
civilizational, and nation-centered dimensions of each movement’s objectives were
separately examined and classified.

Table (1). Comparative comparison of political thought and historical
contexts of the formation of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the
Islamic Revolution in Iran

Analytical

L el Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood Islamic Revolution of Iran
. ] . . Dependence on Western powers
Historical context British colonialism (America/West)
Structural . ) \
transformation of The faIICc;f“tk;‘eat(()attoman Decline oflgaik;ilranvalcmonarchy 3
the Islamic world P 9 Y

Type of Centralized and authoritarian
government Dependent monarchy monarchy
The conflict between Islamic . .
. . e Conflict between political Islam and
Identity crisis tradition and Western T
modernity Western modernization
Cultural situation The spread of secularism Weakening of religious values in

official politics

Economic situation Class inequality, urban poverty Class divide, development

inequality
Effective social Middle class, educated, religious Clergy, market, middle class,
classes people disadvantaged groups
Organizational Cohesive party-social Mosques, religious bodies, clergy
networks organization network
Initial approach Gradual reformism ReVOIUtlona;'O?:gc subversive
Discourse-centered Islam as a comprehensive Political Islam, independence,
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system of life justice
: Organizational leadership Charismatic leadership (Imam
Type of leadership (Hasan al-Banna, Sayyid Qutb) Khomeini)

Experience of Suppression of opponents by the

Suppression in different periods

repression Pahlavi regime
: Gradual Islamization of society Establishment of an Islamic
Ultimate goal and state political system

Source: Research findings

Subsequently, the instruments of political action, methods of social mobilization, and
strategies for attaining political power in both movements were comparatively analyzed.
In this section, institutional structures, mobilization networks, patterns of political
participation, modes of engagement with the existing state, and models of state-building
were identified and organized into comparative tables. By combining historical
description, discourse analysis, and structural comparison, the study sought to present a
coherent account of the similarities and differences in the goals, instruments, and political
strategies of the two movements.

Conclusion

The results of the comparative analyses presented in the three axes of political goals, tools
of activism, and strategies for realizing political power and state-building of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt (with an emphasis on the new
political approach) show that the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood
of Egypt, despite their ideological and religious commonalities, have experienced very
different practical and institutional paths within the framework of two distinct discourses
and different constructions of "Islamic identity”. By simultaneously benefiting from
religious legitimacy, charismatic leadership, and extensive institutional networks, the
Islamic Revolution was able to pursue its goals at the national and transnational levels in
an institutionalized, organized, and comprehensive manner, and to implement the
religious and revolutionary state-building model by establishing a dominant revolutionary
discourse and redefining collective identity in the form of a revolutionary nation-nation.
In contrast, the Muslim Brotherhood, in its new political formation, has attempted to link
Islamic identity with the requirements of institutionalized politics, electoral participation,
party activity, and presence in the official structures of the Egyptian nation-state, by
partially moving away from purely invitation-based or confrontational models. However,
although this movement has enjoyed social capacities, educational networks,
organizational cohesion, and reformist discourse, it has not been able to institutionalize its
identity construction in the form of a stable and enduring political order due to the
structural limitations of the Egyptian political system, security pressures, the fragility of
the experience of participating in power, the inability to create a broad national consensus,
and the lack of a sustainable institutional model to transform Islamic discourse into
effective governance. From this perspective, the main difference between the two
movements can be found in the distinction between the ‘“revolutionary-institutional
model” and the “reformative-participatory model.” A model that, in the case of the
Islamic Revolution, led to a transformation of the power structure and the establishment
of new institutions, but in the case of the Muslim Brotherhood, remained mainly at the
level of an attempt to enter power, influence public policy, and gradually reform from
within existing structures.

Keywords: Political Thought; Islamic Revolution; Iran; Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt;
Similarities; Differences.
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Introduction

Political participation is a cornerstone of democratic governance, and electoral turnout is
one of its most tangible manifestations. In multi-ethnic societies, however, participation
patterns are shaped by complex interplays between socio-economic conditions, political
dynamics, and identity-related factors. In Iran, ethnic provinces such as Sistan and
Baluchestan and Golestan have historically displayed fluctuating electoral participation
rates in presidential elections, reflecting not only national political trends but also
regional, economic, and identity-driven concerns. This study investigates the relationship
between macro-level social, political, and economic indicators and electoral participation
in two of Iran’s ethnically diverse provinces. By adopting a comparative perspective, the
research aims to explain how structural conditions—ranging from literacy rates and
urbanization to unemployment and identity politics—affect political participation. The
research problem centers on whether variations in voter turnout across these provinces can
be attributed to consistent causal relationships or whether these variations are contingent
on shifting socio-political contexts.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive—analytical method grounded in secondary data.
Electoral turnout statistics from presidential elections (1979-2021) were collected from
official sources, particularly the Statistical Center of Iran, and compared with macro-level
social, political, and economic indicators.

Key indicators include:

- Social indicators: literacy rates, educational attainment, gender distribution, and
urbanization trends.

- Economic indicators: unemployment rates, broader macroeconomic fluctuations.

- Political indicators: internal and external political developments affecting national
integration and regional participation.

The theoretical framework integrates a three-dimensional approach to political
participation, combining psychological, economic, and sociological perspectives. The
psychological dimension considers political efficacy and trust; the economic dimension
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emphasizes unemployment, inflation, and economic performance; and the sociological
dimension examines identity, social capital, and urbanization. Data analysis relied on
comparative evaluation, identifying correlations, divergences, and simultaneity between

participation levels and indicator fluctuations.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal several nuanced relationships:

1. Education and Literacy: Literacy rates in both provinces increased significantly after
the 1979 Revolution, with Sistan and Baluchestan reaching around 60% and Golestan
75%. However, statistical analysis indicates that literacy growth alone does not
consistently explain variations in turnout. For instance, periods of declining participation
were observed despite rising literacy levels, suggesting that education exerts an indirect
influence on political participation.

2. Gender: Gender differences in electoral participation were minimal. In both provinces,
participation rates between men and women did not display significant disparities. The
effect of gender as an independent explanatory variable is therefore classified as indirect
or negligible.

3. Urbanization: Urbanization emerged as a significant factor. As urbanization rates rose
in both provinces, turnout levels generally followed an upward trajectory. This suggests a
direct relationship between urbanization and political participation, consistent with
theories that associate urban environments with greater political mobilization and access
to information.

4. Economic Conditions (Unemployment): Unemployment displayed a complex
relationship with turnout. In some electoral periods, higher unemployment correlated with
increased participation, reflecting citizens’ motivation to seek change. In other periods,
however, high unemployment coincided with lower turnout, indicating disillusionment.
The findings suggest that unemployment exerts a direct but inconsistent effect on
participation. Overall, economic grievances play a decisive role in shaping electoral
behavior, even if the causal pathways are not uniform.

5. ldentity and Political Contexts: Identity-driven factors, including ethnic grievances and
perceptions of political marginalization, were found to shape participation indirectly.
External interventions, such as cross-border influences from neighboring states, also
complicated participation dynamics. Nonetheless, economic and identity factors jointly
exerted stronger influence than purely political variables.

Table (1). Analysis of Key Factors Affecting Electoral Participation

Factor Effect
Education and Literacy Indirect
Gender Indirect / in some cases no effect
Urbanization Direct
Economic Conditions Direct

Discussion

The comparative analysis underscores that while structural modernization processes—
particularly urbanization—strongly enhance turnout, socio-economic discontent often
serves as the most immediate driver of participation. The prioritization of economic
demands over political or identity-based grievances illustrates a gradual shift in the
hierarchy of factors motivating participation. Citizens of ethnic provinces appear

Yaser Rajabzadeh et.al, Comparison of Macro-Level Social, Political, and Economic...
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increasingly to frame their engagement less in terms of political ideology or identity
struggles, and more in relation to material well-being and socio-economic security.

Conclusion

This study concludes that electoral participation in Iran’s ethnic provinces is shaped
primarily by economic and identity-related factors, with political grievances playing a
secondary role. The analysis of long-term electoral data suggests the following order of
influence:

- Economic demands (e.g., unemployment, economic performance) exert the strongest
impact.

- ldentity-based factors (ethnic belonging, cultural grievances) hold secondary but still
significant influence.

- Political factors rank third, despite common assumptions about their primacy.

The results also highlight a shift in participation patterns: whereas earlier political
mobilization in ethnic provinces emphasized identity and political rights, contemporary
participation increasingly revolves around economic concerns. These finding challenges
conventional assumptions and calls for policy approaches that prioritize economic
development alongside recognition of ethnic identities. Strengthening local governance,
addressing unemployment, and ensuring equitable access to resources may thus contribute
to higher and more stable levels of participation in ethnic provinces.

Keywords. Presidential Elections; Political Participation; Ethnicity; Sistan and
Baluchestan; Golestan.
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Introduction

The present study aims to analyze different scenarios of media governance on political
legitimacy in Iran. This issue is of particular importance in the era of rapid technological
developments and profound transformation of the media ecosystem, as the media have
become one of the main pillars of influencing public opinion and shaping political
legitimacy. The increasing expansion of access to the Internet and transnational social
networks has transformed traditional patterns of information production and consumption,
and on the other hand, the inconsistency between official narratives and the lived
experiences of citizens has created significant gaps in the public arena of Iran. This issue
is important due to the nature and popular roots of the government in Iran on the one
hand, and the widespread and all-out media war against the government on the other.
Accordingly, the central issue of the research is that the media governance system in Iran
is on the verge of a historical transition, and this transition is being shaped by two main
forces. First, the increasing pressure of technological developments on the one hand, and
the increasing demand of society for transparency, accountability and participation on the
other. In the meantime, the “war of narratives” has become a key arena in which
government institutions, official media, civil society, digital citizens and transnational
actors compete.

Research Question and Hypothesis

The central question of the research is what effects the possible macro scenarios of the
future of media governance in Iran have on the patterns of formation or erosion of
political legitimacy? The research hypothesis is based on the proposition that the model of
media governance (from control-oriented to participation-oriented) and the way the
political system uses new communication technologies (from tools of repression to tools
of interaction) will be the main determinants of the type of political legitimacy (stable,
survivalist, efficient or eroded) in the future horizon of Iran.
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Methodology

The present study was conducted with a futures approach and a scenario writing method
based on a two-uncertainty matrix. The required data were collected with a mixed
approach (qualitative-quantitative). In the qualitative section, 20 in-depth semi-structured
interviews were conducted with experts in the fields of media and communications,
political science and governance, futures studies, and information and communication
technology. Sampling was carried out purposively using the snowball technique. The
interview process continued until the theoretical saturation stage, which was achieved in
the fifteenth interview. Library and document studies were also conducted, including
upstream documents such as the "National Document on Cyberspace Development”, the
"Comprehensive Scientific Map of the Country”, and the "Seventh Development Plan
Law".

In the quantitative part, after extracting five driving categories (political, social,
technological, media, and geopolitical) from the qualitative analysis, a structured
questionnaire was provided to 20 experts to evaluate each factor from the perspectives of
“strategic importance” and “degree of uncertainty.” By calculating a composite score
(product of importance and uncertainty), the two factors “transparency of media
governance” and “level of technological development/how to use artificial intelligence”
were selected as critical uncertainties and formed the main axes of the scenario matrix.

Results and Discussion

Based on the combination of the two main axes, four distinct scenarios were drawn.
Scenario 1: Participatory media governance (desirable horizon): In this scenario, the
political system accepts transparency and constructive interaction with society as a
strategic necessity. Key features include a shift from centralized control to intelligent
regulation, active transparency and structured accountability, relative congruence of
narratives and a narrowing of the perception gap, and technology at the service of
engagement and empowerment. Political legitimacy in this scenario has a mixed, stable,
and deep-rooted pattern, and social capital and generalized trust in institutions increase.
Scenario 2: Narrative Crisis (Unfavorable Horizon): In this scenario, media governance is
opaque, centralized, and based on top-down command, and governance is technologically
impotent and passive. Key features include structural incoherence and responsiveness of
official media, dominance of external narratives and transfer of news authority to foreign
media, deep nation-state divide and systematic distrust, and economic crisis of official
media. Political legitimacy is gradually and systematically eroded and reduced to weak
survivalist legitimacy.

Scenario 3: Media Securitization (Conservative Horizon): In this scenario, despite having
advanced surveillance and control technology, the government ignores transparency and
participatory space due to the absolute priority of security and stability. Key features
include omnipresent technology-based control, mass production of a uniform official
narrative, blocking of competing discourse, and digital migration of elites. Political
legitimacy is transformed into advanced (technological) survivalist legitimacy, and
political participation is reduced to a minimum.

Scenario 4: Technological Leap (Transformative Horizon): In this scenario, the
government, by adopting a transparent and participatory approach, uses advanced
technology for smart interaction, improving governance efficiency, and rapid
responsiveness. Key features include digital government and data-driven governance,
smart service delivery, competitive native platforms, and active digital citizenship.
Political legitimacy is largely rebuilt on the basis of high efficiency and transparency, but
there is a risk of deviation towards securitization.

In the discussion of the comparative analysis of scenarios, it should be said that this issue
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has been done from three main perspectives.

Sources of legitimacy: In the participatory scenario, combined and sustainable legitimacy
is based on three sources: functional, participatory and institutional. In the narrative crisis
scenario, all three sources of legitimacy are simultaneously weakened. In the
securitization scenario, technological survivalist legitimacy is based on ensuring security
through technological control. In the technological leap scenario, digital or service
legitimacy focuses on rebuilding legitimacy by strengthening functional legitimacy.
Dynamics and possibility of transition between scenarios: Three main paths were
identified. The regressive path (from narrative crisis to securitization), the gradual
transformation path (from securitization or narrative crisis to participatory), and the
deviant path (from technological leap to securitization). Policy choices in the areas of
transparency, engagement with society and technological investment determine the
transition paths.

The role of key actors: The government, as a determining actor, directs the future path
through regulation, investment in technology, and commitment to transparency. Society,
with its level of media literacy and social capital, can be an enabler or a deterrent.
Transnational actors, through the war of narratives and technological pressures,
exacerbate the bottlenecks and opportunities of domestic governance.
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Conclusion

The research results show that the pattern governing the relationship between the
government and the media is not a secondary variable, but a determining variable in the
production or erosion of political legitimacy. Political legitimacy in Iran has gone beyond
its mere economic or security function more than ever before and depends on
strengthening the quality of informational, discursive, and trust-building interaction
between the government and citizens. The desired scenarios (participatory and responsible
technological leap) that are based on transparency, accountability, and interaction,
although facing transition difficulties, are the only sustainable paths to reproducing public
trust and strengthening national resilience. In contrast, paths based on security control or
governmental passivity lead to the systematic erosion of social capital, the accumulation
of discontent, and increased structural fragility in the long run.

The findings of this research are consistent with key theories such as Habermas’s
“communicational  legitimacy,” Castells’s “communication power,” Zuboff’s
“surveillance capitalism,” and Putnam’s “social capital” theory, and show that in today’s
interconnected world, no power can survive for long outside of persuasive public
discourse and trust based on transparency. This is the case in Iran, which is built on the
basis of popular participation and serious attention to public opinion as a fundamental
principle. Sustainable security and genuine legitimacy are sustained not in obstruction but
in trust, nor in homogenization but in the intelligent management of plurality.

Keywords: Governance, Iran, Media, Narrative Crisis, Transparency.
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