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Introduction

Knowing the ways to develop political participation, and the factors influencing
its level and quality in the political arena is very important, and many researches
in all countries with different types of political systems are focused on these
issues. Culture, gender, age, economic status, political structure, particular
actions and programs, party programs, etc. have an effect on political behavior
and affect their level and quality. Discrimination is considered to be a very
effective factor in political participation, which can be studied from different
political, social, economic, cultural, religious, etc. aspects. The basis of
discrimination in a society may be religious, political, gender, age, ethnicity,
class, party, etc. Among the types of discrimination, discrimination due to
ethnicity is more visible in different societies and previous studies have
confirmed the central role of race and ethnicity in politics. Discrimination on the
basis of ethnicity is one of the issues that affect society and politics in different
ways, and evaluating its effects on political participation is vital. Considering
Iran's ethnic and cultural diversity, this matter deserves serious consideration in
this country.

Assessing the relationship between feelings of discrimination and political
participation by distinguishing between types of discrimination and political
participation will help to better understand the issue. Our main problem is to
examine the effect of the feeling of political discrimination and social
discrimination on national and ethnic political participation in Iran.
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The main question is what effect do different types of discrimination have on
political behavior? To find the answer to this question, by separating political
and social discrimination as well as types of political behavior into two
categories, nationalist and ethnic, three sub-questions about political
discrimination and three questions about social discrimination have been asked:
1- What is the relationship between the feeling of political discrimination and
nationalist political participation? 2. What is the relationship between feelings of
political discrimination and ethnocentric political action? 3- Is there a difference
in the feeling of political discrimination according to the type of ethnicity? 4.
What is the relationship between feelings of social discrimination and nationalist
political participation? 5. What is the relationship between feelings of political
discrimination and ethnocentric political action? 6- Is there a difference in the
feeling of social discrimination according to the type of ethnicity?

Hypotheses: Our main hypothesis is that the effect of different types of
discrimination on different types of political participation is different. To
examine and evaluate this general and main hypothesis, six sub-hypotheses have
been proposed in accordance with the sub-questions of the research:

Hypothesis 1: Feeling of political discrimination increases the probability of
nationalist political participation.

Hypothesis 2: Feeling of political discrimination increases ethnic cohesion and
ethnic political activity.

Hypothesis 3. There is a difference in the feeling of political discrimination
according to the type of ethnicity.

Hypothesis 4: Feeling of social discrimination reduces the possibility of
nationalist political participation.

Hypothesis 5: Feeling of social discrimination increases ethnic cohesion and
ethnic political activity.

Hypothesis 6: There is a difference in the feeling of social discrimination
according to the type of ethnicity.

Methodology

A quantitative survey method and researcher-made questionnaire were used to
collect the information required for this study. The first part of the questionnaire
was dedicated to the personal characteristics of the respondents and indicates
their age, gender, ethnicity, city of residence, and... Questions related to political
discrimination and social discrimination as well as political participation were
assessed with closed-ended questions in the Likert scale. The items were
arranged on a five-point spectrum. To estimate the sample size, first, a
preliminary study was performed on 30 members of the statistical population to
determine the distribution of the studied trait (political and social discrimination)
and then using Cochran's formula with a 95% confidence level and 5%
probability accuracy, the volume a sample of 375 people was selected.

Result and discussion

The results of this study show that the feeling of political discrimination by
different groups, on average, increases the likelihood of their nationalist political
participation. This means that the greater the sense of political discrimination,
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-
the greater the degree of nationalist political participation.

Regarding the effect of the feeling of social discrimination on political
participation, the findings show that the more the feeling of social discrimination
increases, the lower the degree of nationalist political participation. Citizens of
one ethnic group, when they feel discriminated against by citizens of another
ethnicity, turn to introversion and ethnocentrism, and instead of participatory
actions and pervasive and nationalistic policies, they pay more attention to
actions focused on their ethnicity and group.

Conclusion

The results show the feeling of political discrimination by different ethnic
groups, the possibility of national political participation, and ethnic-based
political participation It strengthens them. As for the feeling of political
discrimination, the Arabs, Bakhtiari, and Behbahanis, respectively, feel more
political discrimination. As the sense of social discrimination increases, so does
national political participation, but so does ethnocentric political activity.
Different ethnic groups feel discriminated against in their daily social
interactions.

Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)

Political
Discrimination

Political
Participation

Social
Discrimination

Keywords: Ahwaz, Discrimination, Ethnicity, Political Participation,
Legitimacy, Political Institutions.
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Introduction

It is safe to say that Safavid was the government that had the greatest impact on
Iranian society in the field of religion. This issue arose in view of the
formalization of Shiism and the subsequent widespread existence of Shiite
schools and scholars in most cities of Iran; But the achievement of the Safavids
and the moral study of the Safavid society, especially in the last period, show the
existence of contradictions in this society. It is strange how religious
communities resorted to superstition to solve their problems, even in the most
difficult of circumstances. The study of superstition in the Safavid era, almost
similar to other cases of the spread of superstition in Iran, shows two issues:
First, the issue of superstition in Iran is often accompanied by religious prayers.
For example, Abu Turab Sardadvar quotes in the book of "political history of the
Nader Shah era" :In the time of Shah Sultan Hussein, after going through various
stages and opinions to obtain permission to eat melon and also to confirm its
purity, it was time to recite a special prayer. A study of Safavid history shows
that this was a common theme and that religious books were full of special
prayers, for ordinary and common practices; This is a sign that religion is
spreading to the maximum in life. Also, the narration (hadith) of the special
pottage to confront the Afghan corps is another and supreme example of relying
on reciting prayers. Second, the prevalence of this lifestyle reduces the empirical
and intellectual sciences such as medicine; perhaps it can be concluded in reverse
that the decline of science has led to the spread of superstition. Reliance on
superstition was so great that some physicians and scientists of the experimental
sciences were exiled and settled in exile.

The time of the Majleis is a time of conflict with currents and discourses that
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have not been very jurisprudential; Sufism, philosophers, Abu Muslim readers,
and Sunnis, on the one hand, and the atheism Majlesi among the Shiite
community, on the other. This situation taught Majlesi that this society did not
have a strong religious and political foundation. In such a moment, Majlesi
inevitably used Hadith and narrations (hadith) as a reliable tool.

Affected by such an approach, he can not necessarily be called Akhbari or
irrational; Although he rules the narration more than using the intellect and
believes in the superiority of the narration, but he puts different aspects of Osoli
jurisprudence as a method in his agenda. In fact, in terms of social constraints, it
is better said that Majlesi is more reluctant to rationality than be irrational.
Therefore, Majlesi made hadith a material for creating a social and popular
discourse; In the meantime, rituals such as praying and weeping over the
sufferings of the Ahl al-Bayt and pilgrimages became the subject for defining the
religious, emotional and social ties of the people.

Majlesi's political concerns caused him to approach to the monarchy and provide
material for its perpetuation, while also he was thinking about preserving the
Shiite community affected by the establishment of some intellectual and
epistemological frameworks. In fact, from the Safavid period onwards, some
ceremonies and rituals in addition to the specific intellectual frameworks of the
Twelver Shiites became common in Iran. This generalization later played an
important role in the political and social processes of the country. But these
issues did not solve the political problem of legitimacy; therefore, in this regard,
too, the Majlis adheres to the hadith. Such an encyclopedic approach to the need
to rely on hadith in all worldly and otherworldly affairs causes problems such as
the decline of other sciences, the study and analysis of which in sociological and
historical context is useful.

Questions and Hypotheses:

Proportionate to the above, the following question is what was the reason for the
spread of superstition in the religious community of the Safavid era, especially in
the late period? Considering the important position of Allameh Majlesi in the
spread of Shiism in the late Safavid period, the answer to this question,
influenced by his approach and activities at that time, also has been considered
as an ideal example of a maximalist approach or encyclopedia to religion. In
other words, the question of progress is an attempt to explain superstition based
on the structure of jurisprudence of that era, and according to a historical
sociological approach. The social needs, as well as the political pressure of
Majlesi era, gave rise to a current that did not consider science desirable not only
as a judge, but also as a supporter; In fact, they considered religion as an
encyclopedia that has the ability to respond to any need, so science was
marginalized and superstition inadvertently grew in terms of reduced rationality.

It seems that the main goal of Allameh Majlesi was to spread Shiism more and
more among the masses of the people and to prepare the ground for the
presentation and emergence of a kind of comprehensive system. What was
common before the Majlis was a system of jurisprudence that was almost limited
to a class of elites. But the political and social situation in Iran in the second half
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of the Safavid era needed an approach to maintain the political and social
cohesion of society. This issue, the lack of a comprehensive and social Shiite
system, has not only been considered by jurists but also by some kings such as
Abbas I; Where he personally requests and orders the writing of Persian
jurisprudential books. This issue was pursued in the following years with the
intelligence and high power of the Majlis, and a new foundation for social issues
was openly considered. In fact, these behaviors can be thought of as an attempt
to establish a comprehensive Shiite-Iranian system.

If the sociological models of religion are considered, in the definition of religion,
we can refer to etymological, functional, phenomenological, intrinsic, ultimate
and theological definitions. In the functional definitions, some referred to the
function of comforting against failures, curing diseases, motivating for life,
hoping for the future, identifying the community, helping to maintain and
sustaining the community, and legitimizing it. If we intend to study religion in
the Safavid era and its functions, we must accept that the scope of the functions
of religion was very wide and included all worldly-otherworldly, sociological-
psychological matters, based on narrative approaches. The comprehensiveness
of the functions of religion in terms of purely narrative attitudes led to specific
social effects.

The study of various events and political, social and religious conditions of the
Safavid era shows that reliance on hadith is a common trend due to the
conditions of society. The approach of this research is such that it believes that
this practice prevents the movement towards rationality, and consequently the
growth of superstition especially among the common people. The explanation for
why Iranian society falls into the lap of superstition arising from this
"comprehensiveness" and the maximum presence of narration and hadith,
without the possibility of rational interpretations, in all walks of life. The
prevailing hadith approach in the Safavid era was not inherently superstitious,
and even the efforts of clerics such as Majlesi in criticizing Sufism are a kind of
rejection of superstition and exaggeration. But this approach promotes
superstition on two sides and unintentionally. The first is to try to cover all the
topics of the society and the second is to focus on quoting and hadith. In fact,
while focusing solely on one type of epistemological, hadith based, an attempt is
made to create a comprehensive encyclopedia of the hadith to answer to the
entire question. Something that weakens the rational epistemological system and
moves towards superstition.

Theoretical framework, method and concepts:

The theoretical framework of the research is historical sociology. The purpose of
historical sociology can be to combine explanation with analysis, or theory with
history. Given this purpose and the functional scope of historical sociology,
some in the definition of historical sociology believe that historical sociology is
not a tendency of sociology, but the essence of this science, and that sociology is
essentially historical in nature. This approach, the comprehensiveness of
explanation and analysis, occurs because historical sociology pays simultaneous
attention to the temporal dimension of social life and the historicity of social
structure. Empirically, paying attention to the processes and structures that cause
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the diversity societies, and from a conceptual point of view, paying attention to
actions and relationships, makes historical sociology integrate conceptual
explanation with empirical generalization.

Historical sociology is more about how one interprets and analyzes the world
than about choosing a component to study. In this sense, the transcendence of the
component, the importance of the interpretations of the various currents formed
over time becomes clear. In fact, in interpreting lifestyle and thinking as a social
institution, time should be considered important; Because social structures limit
or empower social action in time, social institutions occur through social action
and are produced through time. Based on what has been presented, we come to a
definition and a division within a desirable theoretical framework: the ideal
definition for historical sociology is how we live. Therefore, the interpretation of
intellectual currents is important. In classifying the different types of historical
sociology, Skocpol mentions three: generalized historical sociology, analytical
sociology, and interpretive sociology. The theoretical framework of the present
study is close to interpretive. In this approach, we use concepts to present and
develop meaningful interpretations of historical patterns. There are two
important points in this approach: first, the cultural intentions of the actors and
second, the importance of the historical issue under discussion in today's society.
The institutional contexts of the actors are based on the application of key
concepts as a cognitive tool. In accordance with the theoretical framework used,
it is clear that the method is qualitative research and data collection using
documentary study method. However, due to the importance of interpretations of
"concepts" in the selected theoretical framework, the type of analysis and
extraction of concepts is close to the "method" of content analysis of texts.

The most important concept used in this research is the concept of encyclopedic
view of religion. In this work and in the continuation of the encyclopedic view, it
is the same approach that is sometimes called the maximum approach to religion.
In this approach, it is believed that God has pledged everything that is necessary
for Muslims in various scientific matters in different texts, and that the perfection
of religion includes both knowledge and various scientific subjects. They believe
that all the details of the various sciences are expressed in religion. In explaining
this concept and in a brief way, it is stated as follows: In this approach, religion
contains all the truths of existence and answers to all human needs; and religious
laws indicate the same fixed laws and traditions that we seek in various sciences.

Conclusion and Results:

Undoubtedly, the need to pay attention to the interpretation of narrations (hadith)
has always been considered by jurists, and Allameh Majlesi has not been outside
this circle; but it must be admitted that different conditions of the time determine
the need for different analysis, interpretation and interpretation. Therefore, if the
prevalence of superstition in Safavid Iran is related to the religious perceptions
of that era, why the approaches of the jurists of that era and understanding the
ruling discourse and social bottlenecks seem important.

If we study the ruling current in the Safavid period, despite its apparent strength,
the multiplicity and possibility of epistemological decline in various religious

n Reza Shafiee Ardestani. et.al, Sociological Analysis of the Common Religion in the Last...




T

( l!E}i"“lResearch Letter of Political Science
=7
and social aspects is widely evident. This scope included the competition of
different currents with jurisprudence, which for the first time in years, provided
the possibility of life and expression. The presence of these currents all taught
the clergy the possibility of the re-decline of Shiism, especially since until the
middle of the Safavid period, common jurisprudence was mostly influenced by
non-Persian books and the general public was not much influenced by the Shiite
epistemology. Therefore, the attempt to spread Shiism as a comprehensive
encyclopedia for all aspects of Iranian life and without the need to resort to other
currents was considered by the government and the clergy.

The above request was fulfilled by various clerics, but Safavid-era Shi'ism owes
much to the Majlis allameh. It was he who, while writing extensively and
supporting the Safavid court, consolidated Shiism. But his method had an
unintended effect on Iranian society. In fact, the prevalence of superstition
cannot be considered as a request of the Maijlis, especially since in some issues,
he has sought to deny superstition while presenting narrations in Bihar al-Anwar.
But his efforts to create a "comprehensive" Shiite system led to the creation of a
special epistemological system, because his tools in this matter were only hadith
and news. In fact, Majlesi, in contrast to other currents, considered hadith not
only as a tool but also as a goal. This led to the emergence of a special
epistemological system, the result of which was the reduction of rationality.
Majlis's Hadithism was influenced by two issues, first, that he had a
comprehensive view of religion and hadith, and thought that everything
necessary could be found comprehensively in religion, so they did not consider it
permissible to refer to other currents. Secondly, there is no need to use rationality
and interpretation in the view of the Majlis, so although he does so in some
stages, especially in political affairs, but in general and in religious affairs in
particular, he blocks interpretation. The achievement of such a discourse is a
kind of epistemological system for society that no longer loses the possibility of
scientific confirmation or negation and completely excludes the experimental
and intellectual sciences from the scene of society, which is confirmed based on
the study of other sciences in the Safavid era.

Although such an approach cannot be considered as superstitious in the
introduction, it opens the way for the spread of superstition and has no means to
counter it. In fact, in order to popularize and popularize Shiism, Majlesi sought
to create a kind of comprehensive encyclopedia for Iranians, and placed hadith as
the central core in the creation of this encyclopedia; In this way, Iranians were
"unwittingly" exposed to widespread apostasy and superstition, as well as
superstitions steeped in religious claims. The encyclopedic approach to religion,
with its breadth and entry into various fields and the restriction of other
elements, by creating a kind of biosocial, consequently necessitated the
conditions for the emergence of superstition. The product of the steps taken is to
prove the superiority of narration and hadithism, as an epistemological system, in
all scientific, social and political matters. Where the rational and empirical
sciences weaken in order to create a comprehensive current and encyclopedia
and negate others knowledge the possibility of slipping into superstition as an
unintended achievement for societies alien with new science is possible.

In general, Majlesi cannot be accused of irrationality, but perhaps of being
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reluctant to rationality. In fact, the main issue is the type of epistemological and
rational system that expands under the concept of the encyclopedic approach to
religion. In such an epistemological system, it is no longer possible to refute or
prove scientifically; also, majlesi does not want such a thing. The effects and
expansion of this epistemological system are manifested in two levels:
restrictions and lack of growth of science for nobility people and the spread of
superstition for common people. This can be easily proved by examining the
conditions of the late Safavid era.

Keywords: Safavid, Superstitions, Allameh Majlesi, Encyclopedia Approach,

Religion.
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Introduction

Humans’ behaviors and actions are not always consistent with the original values
in their minds. Extensive communities and the necessity of coexistence with
different people and cultures inevitably oblige the individual to adapt and accept
external values different from internal values, and thus, external interactions are
not the result of internal thoughts; instead, people always try to maintain the
balance between internal values and external requirements in their daily
behaviors and decision-making. Tajadura and Tsakiris (2014) used the terms
inner self and outer self to show the difference between people’s behaviors and
thoughts. They believed that the inner self is related to things that cannot be
observed: emotions, attitude, values, beliefs, personality, thoughts, feelings,
fantasies, spirituality, intentions, and purpose; while the outer self-deals with
material aspects and its results are often observable (Tajadura & Tsakiris, 2014).
Gregory Bateson (1972) and Paul Watslawick (Watslawick, Beavin, and Jackson
2011) studied these phenomena extensively in human relations. There are social
situations where one gets stuck in contradictory commands. These paradoxical
situations range from the behaviors and attitudes of everyday life to the
paradoxical situations that exist in institutional structures and rituals. In the
current society of Iran, what is clearly understood in the field of political
behavior is that individuals do not accept the realities of their political, economic
and social system as ideal conditions and in line with their attitudes and mental
beliefs. The purpose of this study is a sociological explanation of the
contradiction between political thought and behavior of people by investigating
their meaning system of contradiction.

Methodology
The present study employed a mixed methods research design that focuses on

* Corresponding Author: ’

Hossein Masoudnia, Ph.D.
E-mail: h.masoudnia@ase.ui.ac.ir



file:///D:/انجمن علوم سیاسی/No.66/: http:/orcid.org/0000-0002-1110-576x
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2928-2251
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5382-7157
https://dx.doi.org/10.22034/ipsa.2022.457
mailto:h.masoudnia@ase.ui.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Research Letter of Political Science

Spring 2022, Volume XVII, Number 2, pp.87-128

qualitative and quantitative approaches in proposing the questions, research
methods, data collection and analysis methods, and representing the inferences in
a unit study. A purposive-theoretical sampling technique was used in the
qualitative section. That is, purposive sampling was used to select the
participants given the emerging nature of qualitative research, and theoretical
sampling was used by taking into account the qualitative data analysis method.
Probability sampling was used in the quantitative section to select individuals for
research purposes. An in-depth interviewing technique and a researcher-made
questionnaire were two main data collection instruments. In other words, the
primary technique for data collection in the qualitative section was the in-depth
interviewing technique. The text obtained from these interviews was the basic
material to extract concepts and categories and represent a paradigmatic pattern.
The researcher-made questionnaire was employed for data collection in the
quantitative section. Having determined the reliability and validity of the
questionnaire, the questionnaire was employed for data collection and testing of
research hypotheses.

Results and Discussion

Figurel. Test of research hypotheses
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The findings of the qualitative section identify five factors in the contradiction
between citizens’ political thought and behavior. These factors include hope for
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the future, national identity, weakness of democracy, loyalty to the system, and
cultural weakness. Furthermore, political distrust acts as a mediator variable and
the core category. Accordingly, the research hypotheses based on the concepts
extracted from the qualitative section in which independent variables affect the
contradiction between political thought and behavior through the mediator
variable of political distrust are:

Hypothesis 1: Democracy reduces the contradiction between citizens’ political
thought and behavior by reducing their political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 2: Cultural weakness increases the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior by increasing their political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 3: Nationalism increases the contradiction between citizens’ political
thought and behavior by increasing individuals’ political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 4: Loyalty to the system reduces the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior by reducing their political distrust of the system.
Hypothesis 5: Hope for the future reduces the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior by reducing their political distrust of the system.
The PLS method was used to test the indirect effects of predictor variables on the
contradiction between citizens’ political thought and behavior through the
mediator variable political distrust. The results show that the independent
variables (weakness of democracy, cultural weakness, loyalty to the system,
hope for the future, and national identity) explain 69% of the mediator variable
of political distrust variance. Also, political distrust affected by independent
variables explains 16% of the variance of the contradiction between political
thought and behavior. The results confirm the first research hypothesis;
democracy through political distrust affects the contradiction between citizens’
political thought and behavior. The effect of democracy on the dependent
variable with a 2.5 to 97.5% confidence interval is -0.244 and -0.113,
respectively: the better the quality of democracy and the more the system
functions following the standards of democracy, the less the contradiction
between the citizens’ political thought and behavior. The fourth research
hypothesis, loyalty to the system through political distrust affects the
contradiction between citizens’ political thought and behavior, is also confirmed.
The effect of loyalty to the system on the dependent variable with 2.5 to 97.5%
confidence intervals is -0.272 and -0.099, respectively, indicating that the effect
is decreasing. The increase in citizens’ loyalty to the system and their trust in the
system reduce the contradiction between their political thought and behavior.
Finally, the fifth research hypothesis, hope for the future through political
distrust affects the contradiction between citizens’ political thought and behavior
is confirmed. The effect of hope for the future on the dependent variable with 2.5
to 97.5% confidence intervals is -0.093 and -0.001, respectively, indicating that
this effect is decreasing: the more the citizens hope for better living conditions
economically and politically, etc. in the future, the less the contradiction between
their political thought and behavior will be. Other research variables had no
significant effect on the contradiction between citizens’ political thought and
behavior.
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Conclusion

The findings of the qualitative section reveal that the contradiction between
political thought and behavior should be explored via a process by which
citizens’ meaning system about the contradiction between political thought and
behavior and the related factors are discovered and examined. The most
important factors mentioned in the qualitative findings section of the study are
democracy, loyalty to the system, nationalism, traditional culture, and hope for a
better future. Citizens claim that their political action is not voluntary and Self-
willed; instead, they mostly take action or participate by encouraging and
influencing the other party’s wills (political system). However, compulsory
political action has not been confirmed in all study factors in the quantitative
section. The results of the quantitative section show that the citizens’ national
identity and cultural weakness were effective in the contradiction between their
political thought and action. In other words, increasing the spirit of nationalism
or improving citizens’ political and social culture has no effect on their level of
political trust in the system and, as a result, does not affect reducing or
increasing the contradiction between their political thought and action. The use
of the mutual benefit function for this group of participants contributes to
justifying the reason for their political participation. In contrast, the results of the
quantitative section about three factors of democracy, loyalty to the system, and
hope for a better future indicate that increased and improved quality of these
factors enhance political trust of citizens in the system and effectively decrease
contradiction between their political thought and behavior.

In analyzing the quantitative results of the research, if all requirements associated
with the contradiction between political thought and behavior are considered, it
can be stated that a two-dimensional attitude is dominated. The first attitude is
related to the right-wing (conservative) parties loyal to the system, which can be
referred to as religious people, given the religious identity of the system. The
same gaps and social damages that the Iranian nation claims, such as cultural
weakness, weak democracy, social divergence, the gap between the people and
the system, etc., are also agreed upon by those loyal to the system. Nevertheless,
they do not blame the Iranian political system because they believe that the
inefficiency of the governments which the people’s vote has selected is the
reason for such problems. The second attitude is related to citizens who often do
not have a political background, or if they have, it is not so strong that it can be
considered in a political group advocating or opposing the system. Generally,
this group of citizens is dissatisfied with the current political-economic
conditions and presents various reasons for their political participation and
supporting the political system. Hope for a better future and the weakness of the
system’s democracy are the second attitude of our discussion. The
authoritarianism of the political system that affirms a weak democracy and the
hope that favorable socio-political situations will be experienced in the future
oblige them to participate in political activities.

Keywords: Cultural Weakness, Nationalism, Loyalty to the System, Hope,
Political Distrust, Contradiction between Political Thought and Behavior.
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1. Leon Festinger
2. Cognitive Dissonance

e 0l gzet3ls (3550 (2 SO Lol 515 5 SO Ol sl Y oo g 25 [ OHIKen 5 S A 0




s ()

AV-AYA Gao &5 GL Y sjles A FY Ll

oS e i 5 43Sl b el (SKalaal G ol o)lid 555 Lo b Gl
L (Lo o, dlaysl) cogline Cmliss 5 gl ol 5l Juol 2l 5 055 sl
‘J._&lwr_:“ﬁﬁ.x_iit_gujc;jwj;wjﬁnjy LS Ls a5, 5 ks,
S Sl ) 1 S 3 (VY A0V (Sand) 3 dalyt 585 ea (Saaleal
35 8l a QL] 5SS o 0,8 0900 LS pate 93 Gle o)l 35 D gass
Ol 255 57503 (B g (S Al 45 S e iy ool Sle (Ll eais
= A Ll 5 5K o b oliate slassl 28 48 b e s Sl w2l
i 55 AN e 4SS Samnd a4 (VYA Y Y (Sl i g) AL atils
L (003 ol 5 S e mlaal ) Guuli s b 25 S o)ls Saalaal s
o) 3 OFAY QLSGs 5 ) b e o 0 S 3sdsn 52d (Sl Al g5 b l33)
s Lalmige 3l sVl gls Sa o Salanl 2alS gl (5bsS possl o Il
WA )SSB 5 o ygmw) 350 S oo cdins Sialiil |y (Sialeals 35l Jlaz1 a8 Sledb|
(b Lo oms e Sl Jalse b olpan a3l 0,505 a5 slajlomin Bl 5o
S5 1) gl sy Ao pores bl o BLBI 45 glaslly 55 50 5 0105 5 Oliunss
Sl (V) 50l S 5 Sy 3 A8 e U oa s lite (515 o sims e
SIS QT iy dans s el (ol (S S Mol 5,5 L)) kol
Sl (sl b (6las 5 b it 5 BLSI sla Sl 50k g Jule S
S Sl 2,0 S Slaiide pds) ot (YVF Y 0 0) 0 5 Ko 5 5)
5L 03,5 1S (ko Lok (5510 LS 5 0lss b (b il 85155 03 S
23S e B oS fsloe G a3k s Lol Sledbl 03,8 g (5l A5 5 bagl
Sl 4 Cl () o8 et 25 e iy 5 eSSl (Sl B
L oVl (glas S sl a5l e 30 2wl 58y 5 3 wlSl S LS
LU 058 n 5 s 5m OF AN ¢Skl 5 o VsD) K58 e 1855 b Jiluws
33 A1 S Lilodamwy 435 ool 41 503,51 i |y (S (S USG5 S5 o
S b 181 (513 Lo Lol sy ol iloos 553 (51 er b2 Sy ol (s

1. Sotirvic & McLeod
2. Reflective Integration
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1. Combined Method
2. Pragmatism
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Introduction

Some European researchers believe that concepts such as nation and nationalism
are new concepts and have been formed since the 18th century. Narrators of this
point of view argue that these concepts did not exist before the will of
intellectuals and governments to reconstruct and use them politically. In the case
of Iran, for example, Zia Ebrahimi puts forward a debate as misplaced
nationalism in his book titled "Emergence of Iranian Nationalism". According to
him, Iranian intellectuals tried to imagine Iran in an ideological and dislocated
process and connect it with Europe and not Arabs, and this process was mixed
with racism and anti-Arab and Nazi attitudes of Iranians. This article shows that
concepts such as social imagination and storytelling have contributed to the
consistency of the national identity and consequently the nation-state of Iran.
Imagination has always had a special place among Iranians in the sense, and it
plays a role in shaping the identity of Iranians, and in contrast to Iranians, with
the modern world on the threshold of the constitution, it has formed a kind off
modern understanding of the nation. In addition to methodological mistake,
Ebrahimi does not have a correct understanding of Iran's history, and Iran under,
the European context is another mistake of Ebrahimi.
Throughout its history, Iran has always been the center of various conflicts, and
due to the lack of good governance and the inability to manage some affairs,
some of its crises have increased compared to the past. If we accept that one of
the most important elements of a nation in the modern world is the concept of the
"nation-state”, we can also accept the fact that we have not been able to have a
strong nation-state for many reasons. The country is caught in the middle of
various crises such as ethnic conflicts, separatism, weak and ineffective
governments, the crisis of the nation's distrust in the government, the wide gap
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between the rulers and the people, and the inability to distinguish and accurately
distinguish the concept of public interest are the problems of today's Iran. And in
the meantime, the use of western styles to study the history of Iran sometimes
leads to fundamental mistakes in the study of explaining the national identity of
Iranians. This view, which contains a wide range of opinions, examines Iran
from modern and European points of view with influence, and especially
regarding nationalism and nationalism, believes that Iran is a historical forgery
and basically, there was no such country with these coordinates in the past, and
all these claims are made up since the era of Reza Shah. This view existed in the
past and was promoted mostly by political activists and separatists, and referred
to historical cases, but in the past few years, it has taken on a new and academic
appearance. These researches are influenced by European research about the
formation of the nation and the sense of nationalism in the West, which is a
natural response to the transformation process that took place there and cannot
necessarily be generalized to other parts of the world. The main problem is
precisely adopting this wrong western theoretical framework for analyzing Iran.
The main issue that is still raised among European researchers is whether nations
are really innovative, late, and fake things, or have they existed in the past? Is it
possible to deny the existence of nations in general and consider them to be the
creation of governments, and with this assumption emphasize that they are late
and not eternal? Regardless of these issues, what is the political importance of
nations in today's world and why, despite all the efforts of postmodern, leftist,
and cosmopolitan theorists, are these nation-states still the most important
players in the world of politics? And in the meantime, what is the difference
between the nature and destiny of the formation of the nation and national
identity in Europe and what has happened to countries with ancient civilizations
such as Iran? It must be said that what has happened throughout the history of
Iran is different from the fate of Europe, where the nation and the state are
properly created by the states, but in Iran, even at times in the absence of a state
or in the presence of a state that is hostile and Iran has also been the occupier, the
national identity of the nation has continued, therefore, such a big difference
needs to be explained. An explanation based on the position of imagination in
politics, which we believe can be compared to Zia Ebrahimi's point of view.

Zia Ebrahimi is a professor of history at King's College, London, and in his
work, he believes that misplaced nationalism has two main components, which
are archaism and anti-Arabism (Ebrahimi 2016). They claimed that they
displaced themselves racially and linguistically and that they live among Arabs
and Islamic lands by accident. He believes that Akhundzadeh, Jalaluddin Mirza,
and Kermani were the main theoreticians of this misplaced nationalism, and they
were looking for the idealization of Iran before the introduction of Islam.

Methodology

The author tries to explain in this article that the view and opinion of Zia
Ebrahimi who looks at the concept of Iran from the perspective of European and
modern theories have two types of mistake. The first mistake is a methodological
mistake because we believe that Ebrahimi has used modern European
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perspectives to discuss the national identity of Iranians, which is wrong in our
opinion, and his second mistake is extremely superficial and incorrect
understanding of Iran's history, intellectuals. Iranian and their messages. On the
other hand, to describe what happened to Iran to create a modern national
identity from the ancient reality, we believe in highlighting an important element
in politics, and that is the importance of the element of imagination in politics
and the importance of narrative and collective identity. In this sense, it can be
shown that not only what the Iranians created is not fake, but the Iranian national
identity is based on elements of organized imagination that are based on
materials from the reality of Iran. We also emphasize that Ebrahimi does not
even have a correct understanding of Anderson's discussion in his famous book.
Iran in this writing is not only a geographical concept, but this word can also be
considered as an imaginary concept.

Results and Discussion

The researches that have examined the concept of nationalism in Europe have
some general characteristics. While reviewing these characteristics, we rejected
them and we believe that for these reasons, Ebrahimi's book is unable to explain
the Iranians as a nation and does not have a correct understanding of Benedict
Anderson's point of view.

1. The first claim

Modernity is a kind of renewal of national life in its new form and it mobilizes
the nationalism of the masses and this is the need of the modern world.
Nationalism is a political thing and it is a characteristic of the modern state.

In response, it should be said that nationalism is not only a political
phenomenon, but there is also a kind of cultural nationalism, which, according to
Smith, is older than political nationalism. This concept can be shown in Iran with
the theory of cultural continuity. The fact that Iranians have expanded and
continued throughout their history, especially with the Persian language and
literature, shows that there was something in the minds of Iranians whose life
had nothing to do with the existence of the state. This expansion and continuity
of Iran have shown themselves in various areas from the past until now. They
have shown themselves in literature with the research of Mohammad Moin in the
book Mazdasena and its effect on Persian literature (Moin, 2014), in mysticism
with the important writings of Henry Corbin (Corbin, 2015 and Corbin, 2018),
and in politics with the Javad Tabatabai's research.

Therefore, using Smith's interpretation of Iran, it can be said that it was not the
governments that formed nationalism, but it was nationalism that formed the
governments. In other words, throughout their history, Iranians have existed
without the existence of governments and have perpetuated themselves in
different ways.

2. The second claim

There are no such things as ancient nations and there is no historical evidence
that nations existed from the beginning.
In response, it should be said that there are many sources, at least about Iran, that
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this country, its people, the name Iran and Iranshahr have existed since ancient
times, and this has been abundantly proven. Especially the remaining documents
from the Sassanid period make us fully familiar with this issue. Gherardo Gnoli
(Gnoli, 2008 and Gnoli, 2018) and Touraj Daryaee (Daryaee, 2004 and Daryaee
-Rezakhani, 2018) are among the researchers who prove the antiquity, how the
concept called Iranshahr was formed, and the ancientness of the Iranian nation.

Ebrahimi and the lack of accurate knowledge of Iran's history

Iran and the nation were existing and so-called old concepts, they did not emerge
from European concepts, and the analysis and evaluation of Iran from this point
of view is also wrong, and this is one of the most important problems of
Ebrahimi's book. Iran and its developments are studied without considering its
subtle differences from Europe. One of the main differences is a kind of
rethinking of Iran's history, especially in the Qajar era. In this era, some words,
such as homeland, have a new conceptual load that they did not have before, and
this is somehow done by using the materials and materials of ancient Iran or
what we call the heritage of Iran. A point that shows the difference between the
formation of the concept of nation in its new meaning in Iran and Europe, and
Ebrahimi does not pay attention to it. In his famous work, Ebrahimi constantly
refers to the idea of displacement of Iran, the anti-Arabism of Iranian
intellectuals, and their belief in racial and Nazi attitudes. (Ebrahimi, 2016) while
these reports are generally incorrect. For example, Mojtaba Minovi opposes any
kind of anti-Arabism in a writing. (Minovi, 1993, 33) or Taghizadeh writes in his
criticism of extreme and anti-Arab manuscripts: "They gathered in the academy
and want to revive Darius and exalt Sasanian science by severing ties with the
Arab empire." (Taghizadeh, 1996, 92-93).

Criticism of the concept of imagination and irrationality of nations

One of the main claims of modern theorists about the formation of nations in
Europe is that this concept is imaginary. Here, the concept of imagination is
always looked at with a negative view, and on this basis, the nations are also
considered to be fabricated, fake, mixed up based on stories and myths, etc., and
therefore are considered worthless. There are such approaches regarding Iran as
well. In response, it should be said that there is not even one example in which a
political-social or cultural thing is completely based on reason, imagination,
legends, and stories, and in general storytelling is an important thing in building
and shaping They are the nature of human societies.

It should be said that every political order needs an ideology that is not
necessarily based on rational and reasoning materials and elements, but rather it
monitors the feelings, emotions, and persuasion of citizens. At this level, the
defense of ideas is not necessarily based on accurate historical data and sound
philosophical and political reasoning because it is related to elements of
irrational life and the collective life of citizens. Elements such as pride, being
powerful, flag, historical past, myths, and the like are all mounted on the
ideological face of the nation. In this sense, the nation and the state emerging
from it are essential for every historical community (Ricceur, 1986: 424).
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In the current conditions of the world and with the rise of the extreme right, the
differences in the European Union, the growing trend of nationalism in the West,
and the Trump phenomenon, as well as the dire conditions of the Middle East
region, nationalism should be considered an important and determining element
more than in the past, for refining It tried from racist, extremist and non-
democratic viewpoints and tried to extract from its heart a kind of political
theory that would unite Iranians. From our point of view, this style is possible
based on the collective imagination and this framework can explain how Iranians
stepped into modernity from the heart of the ancient heritage and their
nationhood with modern elements that this word and its meaning in Europe. It
was obtained, and they combined it.

Keywords: Iran, Imagination, Social Imagination, National Identity, Zia
Ebrahimi.
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Introduction

The importance of development, especially the political dimension of
development, has caused the theorists of different development paradigms
(schools: modernization, dependency, and post-development), to provide
numerous definitions, solutions, and indicators during the past half century
(Ezkia and Ghaffari, 2016, Sa'i , 2004). For this reason, it seems to be almost
impossible to provide a single and universal definition of development and
its political dimension. But there are commonalities among the definitions
and indicators that have been presented for the concept of political
development. Most theorists believe that political development means
increasing the capacity of the political system in order to respond to society's
demands for participation in political processes (Badi, 2014, Saifzadeh,
2015). Increasing the capacity of the political system also requires a
democratic political structure, active civil society, free and fair elections,
independent and free media, separation of powers, political legitimacy,
political equality, political freedom, civil liberties, independence of the
judicial system, structural differentiation (separation of the political structure
from economic structure and cultural structure), and... Simultaneously with
the concept of political development, many researchers and institutions
presented different models and indicators to measure the state of political
development (or democracy) of societies. The studies carried out show that,
firstly, the mentioned models did not pay attention to some important
components of political development; For example, the component of
structural differentiation, which is mentioned as one of the important
characteristics of political development (Sifzadeh, 2013), and is among the
important and necessary conditions for increasing the capacity of the political
system, is not present in the list of indicators of the mentioned models;
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Secondly, it seems that the existing models lack theoretical support and have
been formed based on the symptoms of the western democratic political
systems, and this has caused a lack of coherence between the indicators in
each of the previous models. It is mainly affected by the state of western
democratic political systems. The existing vacuum has become the problem
of the present research and the future research tries to take into account the
existing models and their evaluation, and with the help of the theoretical
framework of institutionalism, and finally, according to more appropriate and
accurate indicators, as much as possible. Provide a more coherent, complete
and accurate model for measuring political development. Thus, it can be said
that the innovation of the upcoming research is to present a new model to
measure the state of political development. The researcher hopes that future
researchers will be able to describe and explain the state of political
development in Iran and other countries with the help of the proposed model.
According to the nature of the problem under study, a descriptive-analytical
method has been chosen, and a documentary method has been chosen to
collect the materials.

Methodology

The method used in this research is descriptive, and the method of collecting
information is the use of reliable library and internet sources.

Results and Discussion

The role and importance of political power in the distribution of values has
caused many people to seek political power throughout history; On the other
hand, the lack of rules to determine how to acquire political power will bring
violence, disorder and political instability, and finally, the possibility of
collective life will face a serious threat. Therefore, the existence of rules in
order to regulate the political action of people around the acquisition of
political power is necessary and essential, and the rules will be established
and institutionalized if they are efficient and useful and enjoy social
acceptance; It means that the people present in every age have accepted the
political rules as fair, appropriate, humane and natural rules. For example,
the rule of inheritance, unlike the method of murder and assassination, is
among the rules that were created in the past for the peaceful acquisition and
transfer of power, but today, many societies consider the rule of inheritance
to be inefficient, unfair and unnatural. And for this reason, it is obsolete, and
if the political system of a country wants to continue to use this method to
acquire and transfer power, it will certainly face the dissatisfaction and
protest of the society and, by its nature, violence, disorder and political
instability. . Therefore, the existence of political rules in order to organize the
political action of individuals is necessary and necessary.

Today, due to the extensive changes that have occurred in various political
(such as the formation of the modern nation-state institution), economic
(such as the industrial revolution) and cultural (such as the Renaissance)
society, organizing the political action of individuals is only limited to
obtaining Power does not become political, but the monopoly of political
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power, the way of exercising political power, the separation of political
power from economic and cultural power, the integration of political power
into social power, is necessary and necessary. In this way, it can be said that
the improvement of human life in the field of politics requires the
implementation of rules for the political action of people around political
power, which includes various aspects that can be collectively called the
institutionalization of political power. The (more) institutionalization of
political power can improve the status of various criteria that theorists have
provided for the concept of political development, and vice versa. In fact,
political development is impossible until political power is institutionalized,
and there is a direct relationship between the two (Posner and Young, 2006).
The proposed model of the research is also based on the same assumption
and based on different aspects of institutionalization of political power. In the
next part, different aspects of political power institutionalization and
indicators to measure each of them will be introduced.

Institutionalism is based on the assumption that living society needs rules
that organize people's actions in different political, economic and cultural
fields; The efficiency and social acceptance of the rules will eventually lead
to their stabilization (institutionalization) and then become the behavioral
pattern of people. The political action of individuals is not an exception to
this rule, and for this reason, numerous political institutions have been
created to organize political affairs. Because, political action, without the
existence of political institutions, will end in violence and political
instability, and ultimately the threat of survival. Today, political action is not
only limited to the acquisition and exercise of political power, but also
includes various aspects of political power, including monopoly, distribution,
and integration of political power. Therefore, the relationship between
political affairs, political power, political development, and institutionalism
is as follows. It means that social life is not empty or an escape from political
power and human beings are required to institutionalize political power to
prevent disorder and political violence (Popitz, 2017). Along with the
institutionalization of political power, various components of political
development, such as: political competition, political participation, political
freedom, increasing the capacity of the political system, political stability,
etc., will be promoted. Based on this assumption, in the following, different
aspects of the institutionalization of political power and how to quantify it
and its measurable indicators will be introduced.

Conclusion

The problem of the article was to evaluate the models of measuring the
concept of political development and present a new model in such a way that
it does not have the shortcomings of the previous models. Of course, the
proposed model of the research (see picture no. 11) does not claim to be
comprehensive and inviolable, but compared to the previous models, it seems
to be somewhat more accurate and complete and covers more areas of the
concept of political development. Gives, although still parts of the concept of
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political development are neglected and it is hoped that they will be
completed by other researchers in the future. Of course, it should be noted
that one of the reasons for this is the qualitative nature of the concept of
development, which makes it difficult and challenging to quantify and
measure it, unlike other areas (such as economic development). The
proposed model, in addition to being able to provide a more comprehensive
and accurate picture of the state of political development, can also be used to
explain the state of political development of societies and its pathology. In
fact, according to the theoretical framework of institutionalism, the state of
institutionalization of political power in any society is a product of the
governing institutional arrangements of that country, and the governing
institutional arrangements were also created by powerful political currents in
the past, so that their position in the arena to stabilize the power; For
example, the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of the most
important institutions affecting the state of institutionalization of political
power, was created in the early days of the revolution by the political Islamic
movement of jurisprudence, which was the most powerful movement at that
time, although other political movements (such as Islamic liberal movement,
Islamic left and non-Islamic left, secular nationalist) played a role in the
creation of this institution to some extent, but according to the available
evidence and documents, the political Islamic jurisprudence movement is
considered the most effective movement in the process of creating the
constitutional institution. ; Therefore, by using the theoretical framework of
institutionalism and the proposed research model, in addition to describing
and presenting a picture of the state of political development, in terms of
explanation and political sociology, it is also possible to examine how the
process of institutionalization, the political forces effective in it, the role of
institutions focused on the institutionalization of political power and the
identification of political development challenges.

Keywords:  Political  Development,  Democracy, Political  Power,

Institutionalism.
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Picture number (11): The proposed research model for measuring the
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Introduction

Electoral contests establish a special relationship between language and politics so
that they can apply values, attitudes, and themes that have unigque experiences in the
political arena and in any electoral campaign, to a set of metaphorical propositions
based on a temporary and momentary mental space to send meaning between the
speaker and the listener. In the meantime, based on the cultural context and the target
community, metaphor may be highlight or conceal showing the meaning of the
sentence in the semantic realm, or it may use one conceptual domain according to
another conceptual domain. Based on the new metaphorical theory of George Lakoff
and Mark Johnson, developed with The Metaphors We Live By, the importance and
place of metaphor in thought, action, and everyday experience as opposed to classical
metaphors confined to the realm of art; Was aesthetics and rhetoric, we see that it
represents the inevitable process of thought and reasoning in everyday experience in
general, and the field of politics in particular. From the point of view of cognitive
linguistics, understanding speech patterns in human interactions by metaphor is
influential in how we better understand propositions; because the foundation of the
application of metaphorical concepts understands based on metaphor and its
interactive features. The interaction and two-way communication between the
speaker and the audience and the contextual contexts of the formats that utter certain
words systematize revelation and concealment. Highlighting and Concealing
Conceptual Areas in Television Electoral Debates One of the means of persuading
the audience is to fight rival candidates or defend programs that are broadcast during
a radio or television program to influence target areas such as ethnic, religious,
occupational, and age groups. And increase gender, because the ultimate goal of any
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presidential candidate is to persuade voters and expect victory in gaining citizens'
votes. To this end, knowledge of the values, expectations, cultural context of society,
the problems of the political, social and economic day provides a good platform for
persuasion of potential voters by metaphors.

Therefore, we always use metaphorical concepts as ways of talking, debating and
conversing to construct one experience based on another. The metaphor of
"Argument Is War" is one of the things that turns conversation into a debate in which
the feeling of being at war from the experience of being in a war-like situation
expresses the nature of the debate, which is structured in eight structural dimensions.
The main question of the research is that metaphor is not a matter of words, but an
idea. In this study, we seek to find out what key metaphors have been used in the
form of concealment and highlighting in these televised presidential debates of 2021,
and what are the motivations for choosing metaphors by the candidates, and which
semantic domain has been used most in these metaphors. To this end, by transmitting
the audio file to the written text, to analyze and explore the metaphors of "war" and
its related concepts during the eight structural stages of attack, defense, retreat,
maneuver, counterattack, stalemate, truce and surrender/ victory and then
metaphorically determined, interpreted, and explained by "qualitative data analysis."

Shapel. The structure of the debate is based on the mapping of the

"Argument Is War"

Surrender/

Victory Defence

Stractural
Dimentions of the
Debate in Terms
of War
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1. Methodology

The present research is an applied research and has been done by qualitative-
exploratory method and the required data has been collected by library
method. After implementing the candidates' debates in a televised debate,
using "body-centered linguistics” as a field of linguistics that analyzes very
large collections of "figures." Using the "MAXQDA Qualitative Data
Analysis" software, the body of the research has been coded, concepts and
categories have been determined.

Excerpt from the full text of the three televised debates of the 13th
presidential candidates in Iran (2021) which took place on 15, 18 and 22 June
on the Radio and Television of the Islamic Republic of Iran with the
participation of: Saeed Jalili, Mohsen Rezaei, Ebrahim Raisi, Alireza Zakani,
Amir Hossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Mohsen Mehralizadeh and Abdolnasser
Hemmati have been prepared and all its metaphors have been categorized in
the form of tables based on the domains of origin and destination and
quantitative analyzes have been performed on them. The codes have been
interpreted and explained after conceptualizing and categorizing them
according to the motivation of the candidates in concealing and highlighting
the metaphors.

2. Results

2.1. Quantitative finding

From the implementation of the text of the three TV debates, a body of about
60,826 words was prepared, which is about 1% of the metaphor-to-text ratio.
Then, using qualitative data analysis software, 837 codes are extracted, and
then they are converted into concepts and finally categorized into 8 steps.
The frequency percentages are as follows: power (26 times), field (10 times),
destruction (8 times), defeat (7 times), commander (5 times), neutral (4
times) and penetration (3 times).

2.2. Qualitative findings

Content findings and data are structured in 8 categories at each stage, to
interpret and explain their theoretical relationships according to the discourse
of each candidate.

3. Discussion

The highest frequency of attacks was carried out by Zakani against Hemmati,
who referred to his tenure at the Central Bank as indiscipline, lack of
supervision, destruction of the national currency and bank corruption. In this
regard, Rezaei criticized Hemmati's performance for increasing the dollar
rate and said: "Is he an economist? How could he not recognize his
condition? His policy created a great catastrophe in the country's liquidity.
He added: "If I take over the government, | will ban him and a number of
others in Mr. Rouhani's government at the first opportunity, ban him from
leaving the country and send him to court, where | will prove how much the
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treacherous gangs have done to the Iranian people.” Jalili also considered
Hemmati as a part of the wrong approach and considered not doing things
and solving problems as not understanding the problem correctly.
Ghazizadeh Hashemi also mentioned the distribution of resources, the
existence of rent-looting and the devaluation of the national currency against
the dollar as shortcomings of the Central Bank. Raisi also used the metaphor
of "direction-space"” to refer to the increase in the "shouts" of the people,
which was a consequence of the management of the cabinet.

Examination of the textural layers of these sentences shows that the source of
the "error" is constructed on the destination domain of the "threat", and the
wrongdoer should be investigated for poor performance and monitoring of
the flow of the economy, which has led to economic obstruction, market
damage and destruction.

In the 2nd stage, Hemmati often puts himself in front of others on the
defense stage and says: "l am against five candidates. As a rule, under the
chairmanship of Mr. Raisi, the production of this sentence, contains the
metaphorical message "Confrontation Is Battle", which he uses to defend
himself, to defend the people, to defend the republic and to defend the voice
of your powerless power. This "defense" is a silent war against the people
and the marginalized. The name of his proposed government, "Third Voice:
Interaction from Home to World," reflects the choice of the "Third Way",
beyond the right and the reformist wing, to use his expertise as an
experienced economist to develop economic reforms and getting out of the
bad economic situation will give confidence to the political space again. At
this stage he uses the metaphors of "Understanding Is Knowing" and
"Knowledge Is Expertise". Mehralizadeh, using the metaphor of "field",
pointed to and defended the logical interaction with the world and the
governance model of social economy in the "reform government”. Jalili,
Rezaei, Zakani, and Raisi also defended their views from within the faction,
using the political literature of "being able" and having a "program."

In the 3rd stage: "I do not represent Mr. Rouhani," Hemmati said in a clear
statement because of the volume of economic attacks that have created
liquidity, inflation, rising foreign exchange rates, including the dollar, and
people's pockets. Hemmati has used the metaphor of "Knowledge Is
Expertise" and "Understanding Is Seeing" at this stage.

On the fourth stage, Zakani is the most dramatic performance to maneuver
on "Dealing with the Authorities", "Eradicating Corruption"”, "Eradicating
Lies", "Eradicating Poverty and Corruption"”, and "Basic Struggle with the
Strongest People”, among other topics he rejected the status quo and argued
for "ignorance," "unwillingness," and "failure." At this stage, he uses the
metaphors of "Problems Are the Root" and "Right Is Truth and Lies Are
Falsehood." Rezaei also uses the metaphor of "Root" to explain economic
corruption, that "economic corruption is rooted in disregard for culture and
manpower," and that "economic problems have economic roots." The boss
also uses the directional metaphor of "Silence Is the Sitting Manager" to
contrast the sitting / standing manager.
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In the fifth stage, In this regard, Zakani blamed "indiscipline in various banks
on why they set up properly and accurately” as the cause of "bank
corruption™ and the "high volume of bank super-debtors” and "lack of close
supervision of the monetary sphere” as the source of these issues and "He
called the destruction of the national currency.” Using the one-way metaphor
"Up Is High and Down Is Low", Zakani showed the relationship between
high accuracy and low scrutiny, saying "we deal with economic corruption,
administrative corruption and bureaucracy with the most severe punishment."”
Raisi also used the metaphor of "camouflage" to attribute the candidates'
cover-up to the reformists.

At the impasse sixth stage, neither candidate convinces the other, nor does
each insist on his own problem, solution, and agenda. An example of this
stage is in Ghazizadeh Hashemi's argument that "it is useless to give any
advice to my comrades.

In the seventh stage of leaving the conflict in these debates, three people
named Alireza Zakani, Mohsen Mehralizadeh and Saeed Jalili, after the end
of the televised debates, withdrew from the struggle and left the battlefield.

At the final stage, one of the present candidates wins and the others
surrender.

Conclution

Each candidate completes a linear sequence in eight directions: attack,
defense, retreat, maneuver, counterattack, stalemate, truce, and surrender/
victory. Creates that each candidate, based on the metaphors used in it,
exposes or obscures the policy, ideology, culture, and politics through values,
persuasion-emotional, political-ideological, and motivational.

Based on the findings of this study: 1) The use of metaphors by candidates
has led the audience to understand certain speech events of the prevailing
culture unconsciously and involuntarily, which is a kind of an objective
experience of war (motivational force). 2) Represents an alternative cultural
paradigm throughout the debate as a value norm. The prominence of the
government as a "divine trust" and the "way of governing Imam Ali (as)" are
examples of this model (value force). 3) Metaphor, as a multifaceted
phenomenon that includes three linguistic, perceptual and physical
dimensions, calls for a powerful perceptual tool to persuade the audience and
increase the emotional force in sacrifice, military service, shielding against
problems, etc. Problem solving is observed (persuasive-emotional force). 4)
The use of metaphors in the form of political-ideological components is a
form of legitimization of their own views and delegitimization from the point
of view of rivals that "highlight" the shortcomings of the rival, but "hide" or
marginalize cooperation, participation and problem solving. It can be seen
among the 7 representatives present in the debates.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, Election, Iran, TV Debate, War Metaphor.
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1. Conceptual Metaphor

2. Structural Metaphors

3. Orientational Metaphors
4. Ontological Metaphors
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. Generative-Transformational Grammar
. Noam Chomsky

. Mapping

. Source Domain

. Target Domain

. Name of Mapping

. Kurt Feyaert
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1. Metaphorical Composite
2. Composite Metaphors

3. Image Schema

4. Corpus
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Introduction

The familiarity of Iranians with Western civilization began with communication
between Iran and Europe. Although this connection dated back to the Safavid
period, attention to the new science and its achievements, and its impact on
Iranians occurred during the rule of the Qajars. The competition between European
governments that began in the Nineteenth century affected Asia. Meanwhile, Iran
stepped in global politics because of its particular geographical location. As a result
of these competitions, Iran placed on the path to familiarity with the elements of
Western civilization. In addition, the occurrence of Iran-Russia wars, the attention
of the French government and the United Kingdom to Iran and their competition to
attract the Qajars, sending ambassadors to Europe, sending students to Europe, the
economic privileges and the journeys of Iranian tourists, were among factors that
provided Iranian familiarity with Western civilization. At the beginning of]
acquaintance with the West, Iranians felt backward and attempted to bring
civilization to Iran. For Iranian intellectuals, the order and law of these countries
was the result of the law and justice, so legalization and justice became the main
issue of the critical texts and critique of the Nasseri era.

In this period, Iran was recognized as the land of faith, due to the Shia government
of Qajar. The normative system ruling the society, used concepts such as belief and
disbelief to discuss a civilized, legal, and just community. Shia ideological texts,
which formed the normative system of society, worked for the perfection of
people's soul in the light of the performance of the Shari’a. In these texts, the
greatness of the government depended on the dignity and support of religion and
Shi’ites. These concepts and texts attempted to implement religion and suppress
disbelievers. In this political-religious order, sultans fought infidels and removed
their evil. They tried to justify their authority by supporting their religion and faith.
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Meanwhile, Archaism or praise for ancient Iran appeared within intellectual texts.
The first archaists in Iran were the intellectuals of the Nasseri era, who criticized
Iran's backwardness and condemned the Qajar's autocratic system. The
intellectuals considered the Arab attack on Iran as the beginning of the Iranian
backwardness process. Also, the continuation of this backwardness was due to the
sovereignty and teachings of Arabs. The praise of ancient Iran is one of the most
important and radical propositions of intellectual texts. This paper, based on
Skinner’s method wants to understand the intentions of intellectuals from raising
archaism in this historical period. This kind of reading, firstly, considers the text as
a response to a question, and secondly, understands the meaning of the text as the
author has carried out with the use of normative concepts and in order to solve the
problem.

Methodology

This article uses Quentin Skinner's text readings method. The pivotal issue for
Skinner is the understanding of the text. The Skinner method has been based on
"conceptual history" and "conceptual change". The conceptual change to Skinner
means changing the use of concepts. This kind of historical analysis is, in turn,
based on the idea of "executive" of language and the theory of "speech action".
That is, "the author and speaker, when they express a story, raise it with a certain
speech remainder; they do things with words and sentences. The view that "text
has an executive aspect” has caused Skinner to consider texts and generally a
political theory as a political action that tends to do certain actions. The text is tied
as a deed with common norms and moral language dominant in a specific period.

The logic of this link is that the author / speaker perform its actions by words.

Words have a special illocutionary force and lead to a special action. Skinner's
order of words with a special illocutionary force is the concept that can contain "an
impact such as expressing, or seeking approval or disapproval of acts that are
described. In other words, normative vocabulary is used to implement things like
praise and confirming or criticizing any acts that describe it. This means that the
author is forced to apply conventional normative concepts. This brings us to the
author's use of conventional norms or language innovations. Skinner states that
authors try to resort by changing the use of normative concepts and their reference
to situations. What happens is that an account of legitimacy is degraded and in this
way social formulation changes. According to Skinner, the interpretation of texts
can be achieved in four steps. That is, the interpreter should pay attention to these,
A. What the writer has done when writing about existing texts that form an
ideological field of era? B. What does the author have done in writing the text in
relation to the problematic political action, which forms the practical context of the
text? C. How should the ideologies be identified and how should their development
process and evolution be explained?, And ultimately, D. What is the relationship
between political ideology and political action that deals with the prevalence of a
particular ideology, and what does this effect on political behavior?

Result and discussion

Iran was conquered by Muslims after the Arab arrival. During the period of the
Qajar, it was identified as the land of faith in the form of the Shi'i religion.
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Collective and political life inhabitants of the land of faith were conducted under
the rule of religion and reign. Religion and reign were two pillars of Imamate. At
all times of Qajar, from the beginning of the reign until the discussion period,
mujtahids and sultans were engaged in ordering community affairs. In this
political-religious order, sultans fought against infidels and mujtahids tried to
defend faith and beliefs, and spread the Shari’a. In accordance with the ideological
texts of the Shi’a, the reign, as one of the pillars of the Imamat, aimed at
collaboration with the scholars. In the light of these texts, which formed the
normative system of society, prosperity refers to the status of the implementation
of religious sentences and the greatness and authority of the government also
defined the reverence and support for religion. Since the change in the use of
concepts is one way in which social activists can recover their world and change it,
so change the use of concepts from competing groups can be seen as an ideological
tool. It was conducted by those such as Akhundzadeh, Aga Khan Kermani and
Zaynandaddin Maragheh and Abdul Rahim Talalef. They changed the use of
concepts in the path of civilization and progress. Intellectuals also tried to provide
the ground for eliminating the problems of the country and obtaining progress and
civilization. Something they had seen in the West and demanded. The first step for
these intellectuals was trying to prepare a new meaning for politics and
governance. The meaning that was introduced by European states. By providing
this definition, the intellectuals substituted science for the Shari’a and considered
its implementation by the reign with disregard and marginalized on the path of
their civilization. The intellectuals considered the benefit and interest of the
country, which makes the authority of the nation and the homeland dominated. In
this way, the first step was to turn to the authority of nation and a country.

Conclusion

The intellectuals, after familiarity with the Western political system, sought to
modernize the political-social system in Iran. The views that existed on politics and
reign had difficulty to reconcile with the civilized, legal and just community.
According to the ideological texts dominating society, the reign, as one of the
pillars of the Imamate, was engaged in the implementation of the Shari’a. The
reign carried out the execution of the Shari’a with the aim of perfecting the spirit of
the people. In the light of these texts, the normative system of society was used to
describe a situation in which the Shari’a is implemented. In addition, the
magnificence of the government was also dependent on the dignity and support of
religion and belief. It was also used for a situation in which the enemies of God
and Muhammad are suppressed. These intellectuals claimed they need to correct
the social beliefs and perceptions of their audience. For this reason, they tried to
change the use of normative concepts so that they can prepare society's normative
system for accepting new political-social formations and provide a new moral
stance to look at social issues. Intellectuals defined happiness as prosperity and
welfare. While the application of the concept of happiness in the community of
that day was observed as the implementation of the Shari’a and followed by
passion. This change was made by intellectuals, with the intention of repudiating
traditional social formulations and transition to a civilized society, which in turn
meant the critique of ideological texts. Archaism occurs in this process. The
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intellectuals focused on ancient civilization, which had a different situation with
new civilization due to their specific perceptions of politics and society. Iran in
ancient period was introduced as the magnificent era.
Keywords: Archaism, Modernization, Intelligence, Religion-Based Community,
Nasseri Era, Quentin Skinner.

Four stages of interpretation and understanding of the intellectuals of

the Nasseri era

. ] . Interpreter / The result of
levels Topic Axis of subject historian action interpretation
Application of
the concept of Criticism of the
Legltln:gc‘ of the hl’aoE/Fi’:j?r?sstE% Application of the monarchy and social
and gocial %ossibili%y of concept of structure, and
Stepl hierarchical religious life by happiness for therefore rejecting
structure in the monarchy civilian life by religious norms for
P intellectuals politics and society in
religious texts of the intellectual texts
supporter of
religion
The weak reign in
gfggarlesgl?ti?:i The lack of Removing the
oppression an{j sense of Trying to replace normative framework
Step2 lack of law in belonging to the concept governing the society
domestic realm the hom_eland Ummah with of to favor a civilized
and ignorance, ~andin homeland. and prosperous
poverty and religious norms society
misery
The formation of
the Qajar
religiﬁus d The Iefgti;imacy The condemnation of
monarchy an of the i
considering it as monarchy in Despotism and g?,l'géﬁ?iisa:sr‘%szgl?gtts
Step3 one of the pillars the ideological fanaticism as two Ar?d description andy
of Imamate as texts of the pillars of reign - re-evaluation of them
the executive community Mujtahid based on civilization
agent of the (jurisprudential in intellectual textsl
Shari‘a in the texts)
Shi‘a ideological
texts
. . ) I Changing the Eliminating the
erécm% cgtlcal (:t%nflrmatlor)tﬁf application of the | legitimacy of religious
_texts by e reign wi concept of formulation of society
intellectuals as the use of the happiness, and and government
o . 3
political action concept of the elimination of Praising civilization
with the aim of happiness for A
Step4 civilization in the description it the undesirable and as a result,
A Speech Act of the praising ancient Iran
framework of the and confirming ruling ideology because of its
normraetlileéogjstem thes?é;:tlmg (such as disbelief civilization vis-a-vis
f h ] and unbelievers Iran of the Islamic
of society relationships by intellectuals) period
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