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Introduction

Since its establishment in 1949, the National Front of Iran has always followed the ideas
of seeking independence and freedom, and by protesting the parliamentary elections and
continuing to emphasize the amendment of the law of the press and elections on the one
hand and the tireless struggle for the nationalization of Iran's oil industry and Getting rid
of foreigners, on the other hand, emphasizes these two. The National Front in the later
periods of its life in the 1960s also maintained the same feature, to the extent that the
emphasis on independence and freedom became two inseparable characteristics of the
struggles of this political movement and it was also emphasized in their campaign charter.
In 1977, after the implementation of the political open space policy by the Shah, the
National Front was one of the groups that after many years was allowed to operate openly
again, and using the situation, to campaign and criticize the Pahlavi government through
letters, official statements, announcements of positions and public speeches, critical
articles in the National Front newsletter, etc. The questions raised are whether the fourth
national front, like the first to third fronts, paid attention to the issue of "desire for
independence" and "desire for freedom" and how did these two appear in their discourse
literature? Considering the occurrence of the Islamic revolution and the division of the
activity of the Fourth National Front into two periods before and after the revolution, is
there any difference between these two periods in the matter of independence and
freedom of the National Front? An attempt has been made to answer with the method of
discourse analysis and examination of the discourse of freedom and independence in the
4th National Front by observing the speeches and writings of the front's leaders, their
statements and articles in their publications. The assumption of the article is that, like its
predecessors, the Fourth National Front, both before and after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, has given independence and freedom a high place in its discourse. Also,
despite the fact that after the revolution, the National Front had a disagreement with the
government that emerged from the revolution, but in terms of the territorial integrity of
the country, which was related to the independence of Iran, at least in its speech, it moved
in line with the government.
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Methodology

The method of conducting this research is discourse analysis. Discourse analysis as an
interdisciplinary trend examines language in a sense beyond spoken language (both
spoken and written). Discourse analysis itself is divided into different types and methods.
Examining and analyzing signs and trying to identify the main and hidden meaning
among the spoken and written words, as a method arising from the knowledge of
linguistics pioneered by the famous Swiss linguist Saussure, is one of the most widely
used discourse analysis approaches in other fields of humanities and social sciences,
which are also used in this article. This approach makes the main assumption on the
existence of non-appearance meanings and meanings in the external language and follows
the emergence of the main intellectual components governing a subject and in larger
dimensions, a person or a flow (signified), through the examination of words and apparent
expressions (symbols). It is should be mentioned that the discourses are analyzed
chronologically and based on historical order.

Results and Discussion

The National Front can be considered a group loyal to the discourse of freedom and
independence. Various dimensions of political freedom such as belief in freedom of
speech, freedom of media and press, freedom of parties, freedom of gatherings, etc. have
been emphasized by the National Front and this emphasis on freedom can be seen in all
the lifetime of the Fourth National Front. During the struggle against the Shah's
government, this movement attacked the tyranny formed by him, in a way that from the
three-person letter of June 26, 1977, which many believe is the source of the formation of
the Fourth National Front, to the speeches of the leaders and important figures of the front
and Their official statements and the articles they wrote in the organ of their time,
"Newsletter of the National Front of Iran", were full of anti-dictatorship literature and
words related to the discourse of freedom. This continued after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution. Both during the short period of the National Front's association with the
revolutionary government and after their separation from the governing body, which was
accompanied by severe criticisms of the government, the leaders of the National Front,
their statements and the articles of the Front's organ publications (the National Front of
Iran and then the Message of the National Front of Iran ) emphasized the necessity of
adhering to freedom, taking care of this brilliant achievement of the revolution and
worrying about the resurgence of tyranny in a new form. Although the National Front was
accused of being liberal by its opponents in the post-revolution period, it distinguished
between the liberalism that it believed in and the liberalism that always opposed its
intellectual foundations and expressed this clearly. . In the issue of seeking independence,
this national movement acted in the same way. They, who considered themselves the
inheritors of Dr. Mossadegh as one of the greatest symbols of the struggle against
imperialism, during the era of the revolution by emphasizing the struggle against the
agents of imperialism inside, whose main symbol was the king, emphasized the need for
the independence of the homeland, and after the revolution also He insisted on this
importance, which, ironically, was one of the most important slogans of the revolution,
along with freedom. In the post-revolution era, even after having severe disagreements
with the government, at least in language and discourse, when it came to the territorial
integrity of Iran, it was aligned with the ruling system and in this sense, with other groups
of The opponents of the Islamic Republic, such as the People's Mojahedin and some
royalists, had differences, the most important examples of which are the Nojeh coup story,
the crises after the occupation of the American embassy, and the war imposed by Iraq
against Iran.
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Table No. 1: Important keywords used in the independence and
freedom discourse of the Fourth National Front

Fourth National
Front Before the Revolution After the Revolution
(1978-1981)
- Struggle with imperialism
- Strengthening the army
Independence- Economic de
) B pendence
Ff::ﬁ(l)r:gi_ Ext??glloi?g?snn?ence - Support for cutting off relations
seeking with the United States
- Support against the Baathist
enemy
- Return to the Constitution
- Freedom of expression
- Freedom of assembly - Individual and social freedoms
- Freedom of parties - The possibility of criticism - Media
Indggglrgﬂence— - Freedom of the press freedom - Freedom of the press
Freedon%i— - Release of political prisoners - Fighting tyranny
seeking - Freedom of the judiciary - Independence of the judiciary
- Media freedom, - Implementation of the Universal
- Implementation of the Declaration of Human Rights
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights
Conclusion

The National Front of Iran was a political movement that, since its establishment in 1949,
defined the two topics of independence and freedom as its important intellectual and
practical foundations and put them on the agenda in its political struggles. They, who
emphasized these two issues as the most important goals of their campaign in the charter
of the National Front, showed this emphasis in practice during the first to fourth fronts at
different times. The results of the article show that the fourth national front, like the first
to third national fronts, during its lifetime, regardless of its relationship with the
government of the time; Both in the period before the victory of the Islamic revolution
and in the period after it, which itself is divided into two initial periods of short-term
association with the revolutionary government and then separation and disagreement with
it, at least in the discourse, adherence to the desire for independence and freedom has
represented.

Keywords: The Fourth National Front, Independence-seeking, Freedom--seeking,

Liberalism, Islamic Revolution.
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Introduction

Political science in Iran originally emerged as a response to crises, yet it failed to establish a
coherent and logical path. In 1898, with the appointment of Mirza Nasrollah Khan as the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, it became apparent that there was a pressing need to enhance
foreign relations and develop a cadre of skilled diplomats. With the help of his son, Mirza
Hassan Khan, and by taking inspiration from the Political and Military School in Moscow, he
established a school of political science in Iran as an influential institution focused on
policymaking. This initial outlook persisted during the Qajar era until 1934, when the
University of Tehran was founded in the early Pahlavi period. At that point, it evolved into the
Faculty of Law and Political Science and Economics, which continues to operate today, albeit
with the economics aspect having been separated. From another perspective, since the dawn of
humanity, the necessity of income to satisfy diverse and multifaceted needs has compelled
individuals to seek employment. However, a historical analysis of Iranian society reveals that
the population element has always been a significant factor influencing either rising or
declining unemployment. Observing this trend through the lens of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
we notice that unemployment has adversely affected the educated class and some of the elites,
leading to growing alarms about employment policy in the country. Political science, as a
discipline that can significantly mitigate societal crises, is not exempt from this issue. In the
past decade, it has become increasingly evident that students and graduates in this field suffer
from unemployment. This research aims to investigate, analyze, and propose strategies to
address this pressing issue. In this study, we employ a mixed-method research approach that
includes both quantitative and qualitative elements. Data collection was conducted through
interviews—both in person and online—with a sample of 150 individuals selected based on
Cochran's model. This sample consists of students, graduates from universities, and researchers
from think tanks across the country. The analysis culminates in the identification of various
challenges facing political science graduates in Iran, classified into three categories: challenges
related to the individuals themselves, challenges regarding the educational institutions, and
challenges pertaining to the governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Although the
results of this research have been thoroughly analyzed, the authors contend that students and
graduates of political science in Iran do not accurately perceive the disparities between the
realities of domestic and foreign policy and the theoretical frameworks presented in their
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textbooks. Moreover, the university, as a policy-formulating institution, has failed to establish a
proper and effective relationship between itself and society, resulting in a pervasive sentiment
among students that universities bear little responsibility toward them. Ultimately, it appears
that the governance system, primarily due to the turbulent context of the first decade following
the Islamic Revolution, has not developed a clear understanding of universities, viewing them
as idealistic institutions at odds with societal realities. These challenges highlight the absence of
a connection between academic institutions and policy-making bodies. This research is
warranted in that it offers an insightful elucidation of individuals' perceptions through opinion
surveys and provides valuable assistance to policymakers. To date, no study has
comprehensively addressed these issues and offered thorough analytical insights. Furthermore,
the significance of this research lies in its ability to address and complete overlooked aspects
illuminated by other scholars and researchers in the field of political science.

Methodology

In Iranian society, particularly within the field of political science, interview-based data is less
frequently examined. This is despite the fact that significant insights and intellectual
foundations derived from the populace, who play a critical role as actors, are intrinsically
valuable. Nowadays, this method is recognized globally as an effective and practical approach
for policy formulation. This method, which involves interviewing individuals either in person
or virtually, encompasses various groups depending on the research type, including graduates,
students, and researchers, thereby contributing to the field of elucidation (Nazari, 176:1401).

1. Data Collection Method

In this study, we employed a structured and spectrum-oriented approach for data collection
through interviews. Specifically, we developed a set of pre-defined questions aligned with our
research objectives and administered these questions to our target population. The participants
responded to the questions using a questionnaire, evaluating each question on a quality scale
ranging from 1to 5.

2. Statistical Population of the Research

In this study, the statistical population comprises all students, graduates, and researchers in
fields related to the specializations of political science in Iran, including political thought,
diplomacy and international organizations, international relations, public policy, political
science, and regional studies. The sample size was determined to be 150 individuals based on
Cochran’s formula.

3. Descriptive statistics in research

The science of statistics deals with methods used for collecting, presenting, analyzing, and
interpreting data. Any action performed on data that leads to predictions or inferences about a
larger group of data is considered part of inferential statistics, while the set of methods and
rules that simplify the results is classified as descriptive statistics (Research School of
Quantitative and Qualitative Studies, 2023).

4. Sampling Method

Refer to the practice of selecting a portion of a population for the purpose of identifying
its characteristics. In random sampling, or probability-based sampling, every member of
the population has a positive probability of being included in the sample. In contrast, non-
random sampling methods do not guarantee that all members of the population have an
opportunity for inclusion in the sample; some may be entirely excluded. The criteria for
selecting members of the sample may be based on personal judgment or the discretion of
the researcher, aligned with the objectives of the statistical investigation. Therefore, in
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this study, we have employed non-random sampling.

5. Method of Research Execution

In order to analyze the descriptive statistical questions regarding employment issues in political
science within the current society, the questions were initially differentiated from one another.
Subsequently, coding operations were performed using SPSS software. Following this, the data
from the questionnaires were entered into the software environment in the Data view section.
Thereafter, the frequencies command was employed to calculate the mean of each question and
compile them into a comprehensive table, the results of which are detailed in the findings of the
research.

Results and Discussion

Using a qualitative interview method, both in-person and online, we engaged with a target
population comprising 150 individuals, including students, graduates, and researchers in the
field of political science. Our aim was to generate items based on the questions posed to this
demographic. Subsequently, by categorizing the items into various domains such as individuals
studying political science, the relationship between universities and political science in Iran, the
governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and political science analysis, we were able
to derive a range of diverse results. Below, we will present a selection of these findings:

1. Among the respondents, it is observed that this target community has a low quality
perception, with 52.7 percent believing that political science can shape a desirable future under
economic, cultural, and political conditions. Additionally, a significant 43.2 percent of
individuals in this community acknowledge a markedly increasing presence of special rents
within this field, which further emphasizes this point. Furthermore, 57.3 percent of this target
population indicates that they did not choose the field of political science for the sake of fame
or recognition. Consequently, the opposing percentage of individuals who may be motivated
by such aspirations could signal a concerning trend, particularly regarding their influence
within decision-making and policy-making institutions.

2. Among the respondents, it has been observed that this target population possesses a high
level of proficiency in software essential for the field of Political Science, with a notable
percentage of 17.4% demonstrating significant expertise in SPSS. Additionally, it is worth
mentioning that a considerable portion of this target population, accounting for 26%, has
shown limited inclination towards acquiring any specific skills throughout their academic
journey. Furthermore, a substantial 52.7% of this population expresses dissatisfaction with the
teaching methods employed by instructors across various disciplines.

3. Among the respondents, it is observed that this target population believes, to a very high
extent (4%), that the university institution welcomes their ideas and solutions for addressing
societal issues. Conversely, a significant majority, indicating a very low extent (49.3%), feels
that the university institution and political science faculty are not concerned about their future
employment. Furthermore, a substantial portion, amounting to 30.7%, strongly believes that
there is no meaningful connection between the courses taught in the university environment
and job opportunities.

4. One of the challenges of employment policy in Iran is the expectation that everyone has of
the government to provide job opportunities. This phenomenon is evidenced among
respondents, as a significant portion of the target population—29.3%—believes that
opportunities in the field of political science are largely limited to employment in government
institutions and teaching within schools and higher education systems.

5. Among the respondents, it is observed that this target community believes that decision-
making or decision-influencing institutions exhibit a significantly high level of (46.7) quality in
their differentiation—both materially and spiritually—between the fields of technical and
engineering disciplines and the humanities, particularly in the field of political science in Iran.
This distinction has contributed to the disenchantment of this community regarding societal
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issues and challenges.

6. Among the respondents, 29.3% believe that governance considers their solutions to
problems as entirely idealistic and unresponsive. This perception seems to play a significant
role in the lack of connectivity between decision-making institutions and higher education.

Conclusion

Ultimately, through the evaluation and analysis of interview trends, the authors have outlined
suggestions aimed at fostering better communication between political science and
employment policymaking:

1. It seems that if the government's perspective on the field of political science and universities
as a significant source for providing specialized workforce changes, and if individual rent-
seeking in recruitment is curtailed as a result of broader employment opportunities, it could
alter societal attitudes towards this discipline and enhance the perception of its utility.

2. It appears that within the decision-making bodies, there is a lack of awareness regarding the
field of political science and the necessity of giving it due attention in addressing political and
social crises. This issue needs to be acknowledged and addressed.

3. It seems that the policymaking regarding the compilation of textbooks in this field
significantly differs from the educational policies of other countries. Therefore, it is suggested
that the definition of effective curricula appropriate for advanced academic institutions
worldwide be prioritized in future endeavors.

4. It seems that during the course of their studies, students lack adequate training in problem-
solving techniques and proper research methodologies. The Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology should focus on policy-making to address this issue.

5. It seems that the chain-like connection for effective communication between universities,
think tanks, and centers of power at the governance level has not been established or is not in
an optimal state. It is evident that governance institutions can improve this situation by
changing their attitudes.

6. It seems that changing the educational structure of the country and the acquisition of
additional languages is not merely a necessity, but should be considered an important and
undeniable solution.

7. It appears that establishing communication between elites and rulers with graduates of this
field is essential, not merely as superficial meetings to implement ideas and concepts, but rather
to enable graduates to identify their career paths.

8. The alignment of university program capacities with the needs of the province, utilizing the
scholarship capacities of various organizations to support students, especially those in graduate
programs, as well as leveraging the one percent educational budget of these organizations to aid
students, are recommended. It appears essential to establish a connection between elites and
policymakers with graduates of this field, not merely through formal meetings, but in a way
that facilitates the practical implementation of ideas and concepts, allowing graduates to
identify their career paths.

Keywords: Reality, Political Science, Employment, Islamic Republic of Iran, Unreality.
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Introduction

Globalization, driven by communication and information technology, has gradually
reached the borders of our country over the past three decades, influencing a wide range
of objective and subjective aspects of Iranian life. In this context, we have witnessed a
profound transformation in the perspectives and actions of those born in the last three
decades, reflected in the socio-political tensions of recent years. Therefore, it is inevitable
to re-examine the identity, behavior, and demands of the younger generation.

The new generation not only does not carry the values, norms, and beliefs of previous
generations but is also in conflict and opposition with them. Their difference from
previous generations lies not only in the nature and essence of issues and demands but
also in their scale and level; that is, while past generations sought to achieve the notion of
social "emancipation” through grand narratives like political freedom, social justice, and
the like, today's adolescents and young adults are demanding a "life politics” or self-
expressivism. They pursue demands such as rejecting hierarchical social systems and
achieving equality with other generations, the right to a virtuous life, a satisfying life
centered on dignity, the choice of dress, interaction with the opposite sex, the quality of
social presence, and similar matters.

In other words, rather than delving into the depths of life and contemplating complex
intellectual and philosophical matters, they are interested in reflecting on issues that flow
on the surface of life but have not received sufficient attention. This emphasis on the "way
of being" and lifestyle is the most fundamental principle of the politics of subjectivity in
the life of the new generation and has pulled the political down from its lofty social
position to the level of everyday individual affairs. This transformation, which has a
history in developed Western countries, is a new phenomenon in our country and
undoubtedly has significant causes, factors, results, and consequences.

Therefore, the present research seeks to answer the question of what contexts have led to
encouraging adolescents and young adults to engage in political action and what results
arise from it. The hypothesis of the research is that generational change, due to various
social, cultural, and psychological reasons, has opened a different window for the new
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generation and paved the way for different political activism, the consequences of which
depend on how the political system confronts this phenomenon.

Methodology

The approach chosen for this research is descriptive/analytical, utilizing library-based
methods to organize the data descriptively/analytically. The independent variable in this
study is Generation Z (adolescents and young adults born between 1995 and 2010), and
the dependent variable is the political and social changes in Iran from 2017 to 2022. The
intervening variable is the approach of the governing political system, which can either
temporarily slow down or accelerate the changes or accumulate the demands of this
generation.

Analyzing the nature of this generation's activism requires a conceptual framework
encompassing their drivers and agency modes. Therefore, to substantiate the hypothesis, a
combined theoretical framework incorporating Karl Mannheim's "Generation Gap" theory
and Anthony Giddens' concept of "Life Politics" is employed.

A) Mannheim's theory, situated within the sociology of knowledge, posits that thought is
the product of human lived experience, which manifests uniquely in each era and period.
This difference in the lived experience of each generation from the previous ones forms
the basis for generational gaps. When the pace of cultural changes increases to the point
where the current generation can challenge the cultural heritage of the past, a generational
gap occurs.

B) Drawing from the literature of new social-political theory (within post-structuralist and
late modernity approaches), the participation of Generation Z can be considered an act of
"postmodern micro-politics against governmentality." As Foucault notes, power processes
aimed at regulating and controlling life provoke forms of resistance that seek self-
recognition in the name of the body and life; life "constantly" resists and rebels against
the very system that seeks to control it. In this sense, Generation Z's activism can be
understood within Anthony Giddens' interpretation of "Life Politics"; an activism that, by
withdrawing the emancipatory holistic ideals of ideologies, pursues its meaning of life
and manifests through new modes of "self-expression." This connects more with new
social movements rather than traditional parties because it offers ordinary people more
opportunities for direct and unmediated expression of identities and demands.

Overall, when the credibility of ideologies and existing institutions to guide and represent
the demands of Generation Z is lost, the new generation turns away from the conventional
political sphere (institutional activism through official channels of macro-politics) and
gravitates towards a different sphere and style of political activity (non-institutional
activism manifested in micro-politics of the streets and cyberspace).

In analyzing the emergence of this "generational gap in political activism," several
interacting factors can be considered: 1) Objective or Hardware Factors: The most
significant factor in this context is communication technology and social virtual networks,
particularly messaging platforms like Instagram, WhatsApp, Telegram, Twitter, etc. 2)
Subjective or Software Factors: Globalization, cosmopolitanism, postmodernity, and so
on, in Giddens' interpretation, detach individuals from the historical context of their social
life and local identity, thrusting them into the realm of life politics and global identity. 3)
Endogenous or Internal Factors: The dominance of ideology, the creation of "others," and
the division of society into "self" and "other" ultimately align two sets of values and
norms—official (self) and unofficial (other)—against each other. 4) Exogenous or
External Factors: The Islamic Republic of Iran's combative strategy against the Western
world (based on the conflict between tradition and modernity) has confronted Iran with
various challenges. Within this confrontational framework, generational gaps and the
resulting socio-political tensions have always served to intensify the conflict between the
Iranian government and external (especially Western) actors.
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Results and Discussion

One characteristic often attributed to Generation Z is political disengagement or apathy,
driven by a focus on lifestyle and a superficial engagement with issues rather than deep
contemplation of broader social ideals. However, this generation has been active in Iran's
socio-political transformations, which can be explained on three levels: 1) Macro or
Philosophical Level: There is an intellectual struggle rooted in a philosophical dichotomy
between traditionalism and modernism, leading to two different life-worlds and lifestyles.
Generation Z not only moves beyond tradition (especially its religious aspects) but
sometimes even surpasses modern thought frameworks, showing an inclination toward
postmodernism. 2) Intermediate Level: Here, the struggle is political with a legalistic
underpinning. The ideological approach of the Islamic Republic of Iran, stemming from
the Islamic Revolution's ideology, encompasses all aspects of life, from macro issues like
societal management to micro ones such as body governance. This pervasive ideological
stance has drawn Generation Z into political activism despite their inherently non-political
identity. 3) Micro Level: Focused on individual psychology, here we encounter the
restless non-citizen who is unrecognized by both the government and parts of society,
seeking "recognition" as described by Axel Honneth.

If we consider December 2017 as the starting point of Generation Z's participation in
Iran's socio-political transformations, the new generation has evolved from a neutral
observer to a highly active and leading player over five stages: 1) December 2017
Protests: With economic motives but socio-political undertones, Generation Z, then at
most 20 years old, did not actively participate but their sensitivity to societal issues was
aroused. 2) November 2019 Protests: Initially driven by economic concerns, these protests
rapidly took on a political nature, marking the first active role of Generation Z. 3) January
2020 Protests: Triggered by the government's mishandling of the Ukrainian passenger
plane downing, Generation Z played a more prominent role with increased motivation and
confidence. 4) Scattered Protests between January 2020 and September 2022: These
included regional protests (e.g., farmers in Isfahan protesting water shortages) and
national ones (e.g., against mandatory hijab). Generation Z's participation varied but was
notably strong in national protests, especially among young women.5) September 2022
Protests: Following the death of Mahsa Amini, these protests marked a significant turning
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point with high levels of anger, support for protesters, and participation across three
layers: A) Emotional/Legal: Protesting Mahsa Amini's death. B) Social/Civil: Protesting
the political system's handling of social rights (e.g., optional hijab). C)
Political/ldeological: Protesting the political system's lack of timely and transparent
responses and harsh crackdown on protests.

The 2022 tensions had diverse consequences categorized into three areas: 1) National
Political Sphere: These events polarized all active societal domains beyond the internal
political discourse (reformist/conservative), uniting civil society and the masses against
the entire political system. 2) International Political Sphere: There was widespread
reaction and support from the diaspora, foreign media, opposing and critical governments,
and international organizations, questioning Iran's credibility. 3) Social Sphere: The
normative conflict between the state-centric official discourse and the society-centric
discourse became more pronounced. If Generation Z's dispersed and subtle social
movements continue, they may weaken the state's governance, as the widespread adoption
of previously illegitimate behaviors can normalize them, creating more space for
alternative behaviors and norms.

Conclusion

Iranian society is once again on the brink of a significant transformation. Borrowing from
Homa Katouzian's term, the "Short Term Society" of Iran faces the historic crossroads of
"destruction and reconstruction or reform and completion." Generation Z, the driving
force of protests, views the current societal structure as alien, unable to understand their
language, emotions, and needs, and incapable of adapting to new conditions, thus desiring
its destruction. The strategic question is how to shift from destruction to reform. Before
treatment, recognizing the "representation crisis" in governance is crucial; a crisis in both
representing material demands (economic-political) and recognizing post-material
demands (identity and lifestyle). Based on this, two sets of actions are recommended:

a) Tactical Actions: These are remedial, compensatory, and persuasive, aiming to "repair"
the trust gap between the state and the people, "compensate” for the physical, financial,
and emotional losses of those affected, and "convince™ political activists, especially the
youth, of the feasibility of political action within the existing political framework.

b) Strategic Actions: These should occur in three areas: replacing the "governance"
approach with "government™ in bureaucracy, expanding "social justice" in the broadest
sense (economic, cultural, social, political) in domestic policy, and leveraging "foreign
policy capacities" to prioritize national interests and strengthen internal cohesion.

Keywords: Generation Gap, Generation Z, Life Politics, Self-expressivism, Socio-
political Tensions, Iran.
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1. Human Rights Council
2. Economic and Social Council
3. United Nations General Assembly
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Introduction

Citizens' perception of healthy elections is a significant and influential factor in the
democratic process, which can help to maintain and strengthen the legitimacy of a
country's political system. In this regard, it seems that one of the factors that can affect
citizens' perception of healthy elections is digital media. In this study, the seventh wave of
WVS data for Iran was employed to ascertain the direct and indirect effects of digital
media on citizens' perceptions of healthy elections through the mediation of cultural
variables derived from Inglehart's theories, specifically secular values and values of
emancipation. The results demonstrated that digital media did not exert a significant direct
effect on citizens' perceptions of healthy elections. Secondly, the results indicate that
digital media, by creating cultural changes and strengthening secular values and
emancipation values, had a negative impact on citizens' perception of the possibility of
healthy elections in the country.

It appears that a number of factors can influence citizens' attitudes towards healthy
elections, which is one of the cases of digital media. Digital media can significantly
influence citizens' attitudes towards healthy elections. The use of digital media platforms
to disseminate misinformation, challenge the legitimacy of political institutions, and foster
a general sense of skepticism, distrust, and disillusionment among citizens can contribute
to a pervasive negativity towards political institutions, including the possibility of holding
healthy elections in the country (Mojil et al., 2021). Additionally, social media can
influence the political attitudes of citizens regarding the way elections are held in the
country by creating a kind of cultural alienation (Smith and Cimino, 2012). It is argued
that digital media can lead to the creation of a culture among citizens through the
strengthening and expansion of secular values and emancipation in society, which is
compatible with the traditions and indigenous culture of that society. This contradiction
serves to reinforce the notion that digital media can facilitate the advancement of
ideologies that may ultimately lead to the dissolution of existing political processes,
including elections.
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In recent years, Iranian society has been one of the societies where electoral tensions and
challenging issues have become more prominent. The decline in electoral participation
and the emergence of political protests in recent years provide evidence that citizens'
perceptions of the efficacy of elections in the country may be flawed. This research aims
to address this important question through a secondary analysis of global values survey
data, which examines the impact of digital media on values indirectly through cultural
values. What is the relationship between secularism and emancipation and citizens'
perceptions of healthy elections in Iran?

Methodology

In order to test the hypotheses, the data from the seventh wave of the World Values
Survey has been employed in the case of Iran. The Global Values Survey is a global
research project that examines the values and beliefs of individuals, the manner in which
these values and beliefs change over time, and the social and political impacts of these
values and beliefs. The seventh wave of data for Iran, collected between 2017 and 2022,
includes 1,499 Iranian citizens. Of these, 74% were urban residents and 26% were rural
residents. Additionally, 51% of respondents were male and 49% were female, with an
average age of 39.5.

Results and Discussion

The results indicate that the coefficient of determination for the variable feeling of healthy
elections by the respondents was 0.173, which suggests that 17.3% of the variance of the
dependent variable feeling of healthy elections is explained by the variables investigated
in this research. Conversely, 82.7% of these changes are related to other variables that
were not investigated in this research. Additionally, as the coefficient of determination
falls between 0.13 and 0.26, in accordance with the criteria established by Cohen, it can
be argued that the effect size of the research variables on the dependent variable was
average. Conversely, the research results indicate that digital media had a positive effect
on secular and emancipation values, with effect coefficients of 0.23 and 0.25,
respectively. This led to an increase in these types of values. Furthermore, the findings
indicate that secular values, with a coefficient of -0.38, and emancipation values, with a
coefficient of -0.08, have the potential to diminish the perception of healthy elections
within society.

Tablel. The indirect effect of all digital media on the feeling of healthy

elections
Dijital media - Fair elections
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the research, elucidating the direct and indirect effects of the independent variable. The
results indicate that the value of t, which is higher than the critical value of 1.96, suggests
that digital media has a direct and significant positive impact on secular values. This has
led to an increase in the prevalence of these values among respondents. Additionally, the
results indicate that the value of t in the relationship between digital media and
emancipation values is greater than 1.96, suggesting that these media significantly
enhance emancipation values within society. Conversely, the findings demonstrate that
secular values and emancipation values have a pronounced negative impact on the
perception of healthy elections in the country, reinforcing such destructive sentiments
within the broader society. Finally, the findings indicate that the t value of 1.96 is
significant; thereby demonstrating that digital media has a significant impact on the
emancipation values of society.

Conclusion

As previously stated in the research objectives and theoretical literature section, this
article sought to utilize data from the seventh wave of the global values survey to
ascertain the direct and indirect impacts of digital media on citizens' sentiments regarding
the level of healthy elections in the country. The consequences of this action will be borne
by Iran. The results indicated that digital media did not exert a significant direct effect on
the dependent variable. However, these media did exert a significant indirect effect on
people's feelings about healthy elections in the country. This effect was negative.

In alignment with the theoretical framework, the results of this research demonstrate that
digital media can have a profound impact on secular values. These media provide
individuals with convenient access to a wide range of information and perspectives, which
can facilitate the advancement of secular values. Additionally, by offering a diverse range
of content and accurate information, they can assist in increasing public awareness and
promoting civil and human values in line with the Western discourse. This can facilitate
cultural changes within societies. Additionally, digital media can have a positive impact
on values associated with emancipation by challenging traditional ideologies,
disseminating information about different cultures, and facilitating the transmission of
diverse viewpoints from around the world.

On the other hand, as mentioned in the theoretical part, digital media by strengthening
secular values and emancipation in some Islamic countries can have a negative effect on
people's perceptions about healthy elections. There are probably two main reasons why
digital media has such effects. One of the reasons for this is related to the unique nature of
these communication tools; Digital media allow people to freely express their opinions
and views on political and social issues, which may not be allowed in formal settings.
Therefore, people can share content and news in digital media that are not covered in
official media, and this encourages people to critically analyze the existing political and
social environment. In other words, digital media stimulate people to critically examine
value and political issues due to addressing issues that are rarely mentioned in official
media, which may lead to encouraging negative opinions about become political
institutions including electoral institutions in the country. The second reason depends on
the society's foundations. In Iran, digital media can make people distrust traditional values
and elections. Some reasons are: Some people say that the government's official media
makes people trust digital media and the news they publish. Also, there are not many
powerful groups, so people don't know much about politics. This is why digital media
tries to fill this gap. Thirdly, traditional media lacks diverse content, which draws
attention away from it and makes it harder for governments to control information.
Finally, digital media is more popular than traditional media because it spreads
information faster.
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Introduction

The concept of "reflexive modernity" was first proposed in a work with the same title by
Ulrich Beck, Anthony Giddens and Scott Lash. The mentioned authors pursued two main
goals by proposing this concept: firstly, they wanted to create a new orientation in
sociology and secondly, they wanted to put an antithesis in front of the postmodern
theory. Therefore, although postmodernism emphasizes the breaking of the foundation in
modern social understanding, reflexive modernity puts a re-structuralist (reconstructive)
perspective in front of modern collective perception (Beck, Bonss & Lau, 2003: 23-26).
Above all, this concept emphasizes the new social relations in the West and borrows from
the ideas of the post-industrial society and the post-materialist society (Beck, Bonss &
Lau, 2003: 15).

Beck, Giddens and Lash try to depict a new formulation of the contemporary world order.
They show that with the end of the Cold War, the collapse of the Eastern Bloc, the
globalization of capitalism and the advancement of new technologies, how social life and
the natural ecosystem have undergone radical transformations. Although these authors
have different opinions in various cases, the point of departure of all three of them is the
emergence of a new type of modernity, which they call “reflexive modernity". The central
idea of their discussion is based on the transition in “the modern”. This means that the
period of simple or classic modernity has ended and we are witnessing the beginning of
the period of reflexive or late modernity.

The concept of reflexive modernity is theoretically very important and evaluates
contemporary developments from the perspective of modernity. As we know, the
emergence of classical modernity is considered a breaking point from the static state of
tradition and an end to the reproductive society. In fact, the emergence of “the modern” is
associated with important "ends" and "beginnings" and the fate of the modernity project
can change the fate of social developments on a global scale.

Reflexive modernity establishes a different relationship with tradition. In fact, if classical
modernity identified itself in conflict with tradition, now reflexive modernity finds
identity not in conflict with tradition but in dialogue with it. The concept of "risk society"
in the eyes of Beck, the concept of "institutional reflection™ and "post-traditional society"
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in the eyes of Giddens, and the concept of "community reflexivity" and " reflexive
traditionalization™ in the eyes of Scott Lash all refer to establishing an epistemological
dialogue between tradition and modernity.
In this article, generally speaking, we will try to introduce the foundations of the theory of
reflexive modernity, that is, the concept of reflexivity, and introduce theoretical
differences and different perceptions of it. In this regard, it should be noted that the main
hypothesis of the current research is that the reflexive modernity is an evolved stage of
classical modernity, which emerged in the context of the epistemological evolution of
"modern subjectivity" on the one hand and the ontological evolution of "modern reality"
on the other hand. Based on this, the article aims to answer two key questions: firstly,
what are the theoretical principles and foundations of reflexive modernity and secondly,
how can Iranian modernity be reread by taking advantage of the new realities of reflexive
modernity.

Methodology

According to the hypothesis of the current research, the reflexive modernity is considered
an evolved stage of classical modernity, which has emerged in the context of the
epistemological transformation of "the modern" on the one hand and the ontological
transformation of "modern reality" on the other hand. But under which theoretical model
can we understand and explain the change in form and nature of modernity?

This article is based on the fact that the evolution in the modern world cannot be
explained on the basis of the discourse theory for two reasons: first, because the discourse
theory has a self-sufficient and non-generalizable aspect, and it must be within
epistemological frameworks or in other words, within epistemic systems. Secondly, in the
theory of discourse, the focus is more on linguistic and cultural macrostructures and not
social subjectivity. On the other hand, the paradigm model provides better theoretical
possibilities to explain the transformation in the modern world.

The paradigm model can not only determine a theoretical framework for research, but also
has an obvious role in determining the research approach and method. According to
Cohen's interpretation, a paradigmatic model refers to a self-sufficient set of beliefs and
presuppositions, and it is "generally accepted achievements that, in a period of time,
provide exemplary problems and their solutions for a given society of scientists" (Cohen,
1990:12).

The paradigm model has been used especially in humanities research, of which
Spragens’s research is a prominent example. Spragens used Cohen's paradigm model in
his theoretical formulation to re-understand political theories and based on that he
explained the changing nature of political theories. In the meantime, Alain Touraine
explained the transformation in the internal logic of modernity by using the paradigm
model and divided modernity into three periods: early, middle and late (Touraine, 2018).
Touraine’s Paradigmatic method in explaining the developments in new era is of the great
importance and of the great use. Hence, the present article tries to explain the nature of
reflexive modernity by adopting Touraine’s paradigmatic model and method and tries to
answer the two main questions of the research.

Results and Discussion

The word "reflexivity" is at the center of reflexive modernity. This term has been
interpreted in different ways by Beck, Giddens and Lash. Reflexivity is a new concept in
the sphere of social thinking, which refers to a kind of re-facing with the consequences
arising from the situations that the author here calls "thoughtful situations". That is, social
activists rely on their individual and collective rationality to change the natural, political,
social or cultural environment in order to change the existing situation into a favorable

Salman Sadeghizadeh, Analyzing the Concept of Reflexive Modernity with a Perspective...




"M@ iResearch Letter of Political Science

one. Or in other words, they cover their mental ideals with objective reality. It is in such a
situation that activists can modify or adjust the realities based on ideals and create a
"thought situation™ that replaces the "unthoughtful situation™ or "pre-existing situation".
Therefore, the "thought state" is a state that is the outcome and consequence of modern
human wisdom. But when this new situation is realized, it is not necessarily a favorable
situation and it is undoubtedly associated with shortcomings. This is where we are forced
to rethink about the thought. Or in other words, we can say that we are faced with a
duality of "preconceived situation” versus "reconsidered situation”. This is where the
concept of reflexivity makes sense. In fact, the general meaning of reflexivity should also
be understood in this context. But when we talk about reflexive modernity, we are
specifically talking about the reflexive of late modernity about simple modernity. That is,
if we consider simple modernity as a "forethought situation”, late modernity refers to a
“reflexive situation" (Sadeghizadeh, 2023: 277).

But Ulrich Beck has a broader meaning about the concept of "reflexivity". In his opinion,
reflexivity is considered to be a form of reflection in the first place; it is as if modernity
sees itself in the mirror of the emerging situation and reacts to itself. Beck says that
simple modernity created "good things". But these good things, in turn, resulted in bad
things. The side effects and dangers caused by the "good things" of simple modernity
became the same evils that the reflexive modernity is understood in connection with them
(Beck, 2023: 45).

In fact, the virtues of simple modernity, when he sat in front of the mirror of his
consequences, he saw a frightening reflection of himself, which Beck called reflection.
These terrifying consequences are the same evils resulting from simple modernity, which
oversees a series of self-made dangers; the risks that have created a kind of discontinuity
in modernity and have become the basis for the transition from the early industrial society
to the risk society (Ritzer, 1995: 732). Having these features, reflexive modernity refers to
a unique totality which has different episteme. Hence, Iranian modernity if it is to
encounter modernity properly should be reread according to new nature of contemporary
modernity.

Table 1. Indicators of triple modern stages

Triple Phases of modernity Triple phasE;so?szaradigmatic Reflexive dimension
1 Early modernity Political paradigm Reflection
2 Middle modernity Social paradigm Reflectionism
3 Late modernity Cultural paradigm Reflexivity

Conclusion

The following article was an attempt to answer two central questions: firstly, an answer to
what are the principles and theoretical foundations of reflexive modernity, and secondly,
trying to reread Iranian modernity using the new perspective of reflexive modernity. In
this article, we tried to explain the main elements of reflexive modernity by examining the
opinions of Beck, Giddens and Lash. As mentioned earlier, this concept is less known in
Iran, and so far, no independent research has been done to explain its theoretical
principles. For this reason, the present article was primarily a response to the mentioned
shortage. Although this article does not claim to be a complete explanation of the concept
of reflexive modernity, it only considers itself as an introduction to it. It is hoped that
future researches will compensate for the shortcomings of this article and help Iranian
researchers to become more familiar with the mentioned concept. In the second place, this
article tries to re-examine Iranian modernity and show the necessity of perceptual change
towards ‘the modern’.
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We lIranians still have a classical perception of modernity, while classical modernity no
longer exists externally and has joined the museum of history. If we Iranians can't update
our understanding of ‘the modern’, we will have an anachronistic encounter with the
modern and we will come to a dead end in building an efficient version of Iranian
modernity.
The most important point in the concept of reflexive modernity is the end of classical
modernity; Now the period of simple modernity (or low, advanced and classical
modernity) has ended and we are witnessing the beginning of the period of reflexive
modernity (or high, late and post-classical modernity). Ulrich Beck sees reflexive
modernity as the product and fruit of simple modernity. In his opinion, reflexive
modernity is the result of the success of simple modernity, and now social actors have
more capacity for social action.

Keywords: Reflexive Modernity, Modernity, Modernism, Iranian Modernity,
Individualization.
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Introduction

Today, due to the increasing acceleration in the development of communication
technologies and its impact on all aspects of life and the formation of new conditions in
the political and social scene around the world, political marketing has taken on new
dimensions and has become much more complicated than before. Due to the extent of
these changes, it is necessary to use new generations of political marketing.

Before marketing entered the political arena, politicians used the concept of party to shape
citizens' participation in elections, which due to the crisis of participation, the concept of
marketing was proposed as a new way to overcome this problem.

In fact, the decrease in citizens' participation in elections in most countries led to thinkers
proposing different solutions to solve this problem and asking for help from different
sciences and knowledge. One of the relatively effective ways for this issue was the use of
marketing, and for this purpose, some marketing scientists took advantage of marketing
techniques and concepts in the field of politics and elections. At first, the same marketing
concepts and components entered the politics market without caste. Investigations show
that due to the fundamental differences between commercial marketing and political
marketing, this type of marketing entry into the political scene has not had significant and
sustainable success and has been effective in a temporary manner. One of the main
differences between commercial marketing and political marketing is that political
marketing is a type of human-to-human marketing and the use of common marketing
tools and methods in the early generations of marketing was not responsible for this issue
and even in commercial marketing. Marketing strategists have gone through the early
generations of marketing and have emphasized the need to use new generations of
marketing. It is presented to the concepts of political science and other sciences in
political marketing models. According to the researcher of this research, political
marketing is a combination of two different fields of knowledge (marketing and politics)
and therefore, in presenting the model, the concepts and components of both fields should
be used, which is considered in the presented model.

Considering that each of the models that have been presented so far (by foreign and
domestic researchers) have dealt with the issue from a specific perspective and angle, and
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in fact only a part of the influencing factors have been considered in each one, so In them,
there is no comprehensiveness and they have not considered all the effective factors in
political marketing in the matter of elections. In addition, in the models presented by
foreign researchers, the model presentation is based on the environmental conditions of
the country under study and in accordance with the prevailing culture in that environment.
has been done Considering the existence of many problems in the existing models, such
as: being non-native, designing based on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd generations of marketing
and not using the 4th and 5th generations of marketing, as well as being based solely on
marketing concepts and not using the concepts of political science, society Based on
previous models, the need to present a new model was felt. . Therefore, in this research, in
order to solve the existing problems, the application and attention to the 4th and 5th
generations of marketing has been considered, and social, relational and collaborative
marketing has been emphasized. Also, the model is presented based on a combination of
marketing and political science concepts. is For this purpose, the foundation's data
research method was used, so the main question in this research is what will be the
political marketing model in Iran's Islamic Council elections with the foundation's data
approach? What are the influencing factors (causal, contextual, intervening)? And what is
the strategy in political marketing for the elections of the Islamic Council? And what
could be its consequences?

Purpose

The purpose of this research is to provide a model and explanation of political marketing
methods to achieve success in the elections of the Islamic Council in Iran, and among the
main goals of this research is to provide a model for parties and candidates who have
good expertise and power to solve society's problems. But due to the lack of familiarity
with marketing methods, they are denied from being placed in a service position, and as a
result of this lack of success, the society is denied from receiving their services and
capabilities.

Methodology

This research is considered to be an exploratory research in terms of its fundamental
purpose and in terms of methodology, and qualitative in terms of the type of research. In
this research, the foundation method of Strauss and Corbin (1998) has been used and it
has progressed to the satisfaction of the interviewees A total of 26 in-depth semi-
structured interviews were conducted. 2027 open codes and 21 categories were identified
from the text of the interviews.

As it was said, the reason for using the data base approach in this research is the lack of a
comprehensive model in the field of elections; from the perspective of foundation
theorists, they have tried to create a correct understanding of the process related to
foundation issues. The process of studying the foundation's approach is a sequence of
actions and interactions between people and events related to a topic; this approach is
completely consistent with the general approach of his research, which is based on the
governing process of political marketing and elections. In order to better understand the
topic, first of all, articles, theses and scientific documents were studied and a preliminary
model was extracted; then, the extracted model was sent to the experts in the form of an
in-depth interview protocol, explaining the implementation processes of marketing in the
country's elections. With emphasis on the "political marketing" component, in-depth
interviews were conducted and finally a conceptual model was presented.

Sampling method: In this research, the purposeful snowball sampling method was used
and continued until the level of theoretical satisfaction. Purposive sampling, in contrast to
probability-quantitative sampling, is based on the purposeful and criteria-based selection
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of cases or units under study. Determining the number of samples in qualitative research
is done with the criterion of theoretical satisfaction.

Data collection method: The data collection method was an in-depth interview; therefore,
with the aim of collecting high-quality and reliable data, a total of 26 people were
interviewed, including experts, specialists, university experts, party managers and
activists in the field of elections. The interviews were conducted simultaneously with
university experts and those involved in election activities, and after 23 interviews, no
new questions were added to the topic; however, to increase the reliability of the
interviews, 26 interviews were continued. No corrections were made in the text of the
interviews and an effort was made to record all the mentioned points without personal
opinions of the researcher.

Table 1. Profiles of research interviewees

field of study education level related work Job type
. . Analyst of Political
Political Science Ph.D. Tssues Faculty
. . Political
Political Science Ph.D. Researcher consultant
public administration Ph.D. Researcher Faculty
Marketing Ph.D. student Researcher Faculty
- Marketing
Business Management Ph.D. student Researcher communications
Business Management Ph.D. Researcher Faculty
Business Management Ph.D. Researcher Faculty
Business Management Ph.D. Researcher Faculty
Business Management Ph.D. Researcher Faculty
Business Management Ph.D. Researcher Faculty
public administration Ph.D. Data analyst freelance job
Business Management Ph.D. Political Consultant Faculty
Sociology Master's degree Election activist employee
Political Science Ph.D. student Political activist Researcher
Communication ’ L
Sciences Ph.D. student Election activist Researcher
Islamic jurisprudence Candidates of previous ! !
and law Ph.D. elections university lecturer
- o . postdoctoral ) - .
public administration researcher Election activist freelance job
Marketing management Ph.D. Election activist Management
Political sociology Ph.D. student Researcher university lecturer
Political sociology Ph.D. Media activist university lecturer
Human geography Master's degree Election activist lack of expression
public administration Ph.D. student Election activist Government
T manager
Human resource -
management Ph.D. student Political consultant Researcher
. Candidates of previous
Pure math Master's degree elections employee
. L . . L Government
public administration Ph.D. Election activist manager
Business Management Ph.D. Election activist freelance job

Results and Conclusion

The analysis of the research data in line with the model of "political rationality through
the objective realities of the land" for the Islamic Council elections in Iran contains the
following consequences:

1. Increasing the understanding of political marketers about the way of understanding and
perception of voters.

2. Preventing the waste of capital, resources and strength of political marketers.

3. Creating grounds for connecting public culture with the political behavior of the
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candidates for the Islamic Council elections and increasing the negotiation and bargaining
power of the candidates in advertising situations.

The findings of this research in relation to the "causal conditions governing political
marketing in the elections of the Islamic Council of Iran™ showed that, in general, factors
such as "forces and resources, creating and maintaining understanding, symbol processing
and criticality” affect the model. Political marketing is effective in Iran's Islamic Council
elections.

The findings of the research in relation to the background conditions of political
marketing in elections are: the concept of citizenship experience, the quality of thought
infrastructure, the level of public attention, how it is defined in the discourse and the level
of defined importance.

The findings of the research related to the interfering conditions of political marketing in
the Islamic Council elections were extracted in the form of categories such as intelligent
planning, realism with political rationality, politics in political action and the relationship
between experience and political understanding.

Another part of the findings of this research is related to the strategies governing political
marketing, which were generally extracted in the form of themes such as differentiation
and anti-differentiation, knowledge sharing and soft norm definition.

The research findings related to the consequences of political marketing in Iran's Islamic
Council elections were extracted in the form of categories such as civic awareness,
citizenship rights, political and human development, pluralism in power and strengthening
democracy.

Figure 1. Political marketing model through the objective realities of the

land
Causal conditions
Creating and maintaining
Intervening conditions understanding* forces and
Politics in political action resources*
* Realism with political Liquidity symbol* processing
rationality * Relations of
political understanding
and experience *
Strategies A central
Pol(iiﬁ:r;sleg:s%(frsnan Definition of soft norm* to phenomenon:
development* avoidable- share awareness, creatfe Political
S differentiation and anti- - .
inevitable cards differentiation rationality
through the

objective realities

Background conditions
Understanding the
citizenship experience* how
it is defined in the discourse*
the level of public attention*,
the level of perceived
importance* the quality of
the thought infrastructure
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The results of the research confirm that the success of the parties depends on planned
efforts and having a comprehensive look at all environmental factors (cultural, social,
political and economic). In general, the existence of a comprehensive marketing model for
elections is important in terms of the effect of reducing uncertainties and also reducing the
risk in the election environment.

Keywords: Political Marketing, Foundation Data Theory, Citizenship Rights,
Democracy, Political Rationali.
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Introduction

The author of this article, like some other researchers, believes in the principle that
elements of culture, customs, and political characteristics in ancient Iran have
continued until now.

To understand the history of Iran, we should use a method different from the
conventional methods for examining the concept of the emperor and Sacred king in
Qajar and Safavid Iran. Therefore, during this research, it has been noted that
concepts such as holy kingship should be studied in their historical context and
relation to the concept of social imagination, and these categories should not be
viewed as worthless or superstitious topics. The rationality of Muslims, which was
combined with a legacy of Iranian ideas, was a different rationality from modern
societies, and we should not study this period by imposing today's standards on
periods of Iranian history.

This article does not focus only on the official historiography and common
understandings of Iran's history but has also explored the concept of Iranian social
imagination. We believe that history should not be searched only in official texts or
research that does not pay attention to society and what we call social imagination. In
other words, we must assert that non-modern phenomena cannot be investigated
solely in the texts of the elites, but we must also consider the performance of religious
rituals, power holders, symbols, tools, and ideas that the kings sought to manipulate
or used to gain legitimacy. In most cases, these tools for expanding the imagination
were aimed at the public. Therefore, to exercise this type of power, the rulers had to
engage with the daily life, the collective memory, and the public imagination of the
people, because nothing, even the sacred, can be cultivated except in the form of
social actions and among the people. Thus, the history studied in this research can be
called "people's history." We believe that this people's history has been continued
through mechanisms throughout the history of the Iranian nation, and the main reason
for the continuation and expansion of this people's history has been through the
element of imagination and in the social imagination of Iranians. This imagination
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has strengthened itself through the oral traditions of Iranians, such as storytelling, as
well as music, poetry, and popular literature, Furthermore, of course, with elements of
Iranian and later Iranian-Islamic architecture, along with the entry of various
Hellenic, Mongolian, Indian, and Islamic influences, have caused a novel
combination of these imaginary elements to coexist. Into each other, and in our
opinion, one of the most important symbols of this imaginary combination in the
minds of the Iranian people was the place and concept of royalty or holy royalty.

Methodology

To investigate and search and answer the question of where the concept of the king
was found in the minds of Iranians and how it has continued throughout the history of
Iran, we have turned to the idea of social imagination and narrative theories.
Imagination is an attempt to transcend beyond the limits that human experience and
the reality of the world have determined for us. Every nation, society, and culture has
created its imaginary elements throughout history. The function of imagination is not
only the representation of things; it is a kind of making the absent thing present.
Imagination is a power that makes what happened and is considered absent today
appear before our eyes again, but this is not the only function of imagination.
Imagination draws inspiration from what happened in the past and creates a forward-
moving imagination by relying on myths, legends, and the collective memory of
people. According to Jacques Le Goff, imagination is "a system of dreams of a
society." According to him and some other researchers of the Anal School, history is
one of the most important elements of the imagination of nations. According to Le
Goff, identifies four factors that shape people's imagination, especially regarding
political heroes: memory, theater, poetry, and, of course, the people themselves. Paul
Ricceur also explains the importance of social imagination in another way. According
to Ricoeur, society can’t continue its life without using the concept of imagination
and imaginary elements. People always need the imagination to redefine themselves
and, in other words, to narrate themselves. Hence, collective narratives or stories are
created to define us for ourselves and, of course, for others. It is in this way that,
according to Paul Ricceur, the storytelling process transcends behind individual
realms and enters the realm of ordinary human imagination. According to Ricoeur,
storytelling occurs through collective imagination, and the imagination that "is
intersubjective and is used in telling the story" plays an essential role in this context.
The narrative process in any society depends on a set of events and what Ricoeur
calls founding symbols. According to him, these symbols "maintain the sense of
society's identity, and every culture creates itself with the stories it has had in the past
world." Theto Ricoeur, the most important feature of imagination, according to
Ricoeur, is its creative character. Imagination helps us to plan new relationships.

Narration and its functions in politics

The purpose of narration is to tell a story. Narratives do not necessarily tell a story,
but there is a continuous narrative conflict among humans. Narrations are also,
contrary to popular opinion, not only from above and the government and the
summary issued by the power, but the common people also narrate the issues in their
own way, usually in poetry, folk songs, stories, and humorous stories. The
travelogues and treatises and, of course, the historiography of historians reveal
themselves.

Stories convince people of their place in the world. Narratives shape people's
worldviews and determine what role people should play in the field of society and
politics. Narratives are producers of a kind of common benefit or collective good.
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According to Frederick Mir, narratives make people "come together”. In politics,
narratives play the role of reconstructing the intellectual world of the people,
determining the position of the rulers in the minds of the people, and presenting
political or even religious concepts to the ordinary people in the form of
understandable categories. Storytelling and narration provide the possibility for the
series of events that have a scattered presence in the collective memory of a nation to
be regularized within the story and narration to rule over them. Stories give meaning
to our experiences and understanding and place them within a larger narrative. It must
be said that these narratives are the ones that call people to collective actions with the
character of persuasion. For example, a story in which the homeland is prominent
causes a soldier to go to war and even die to defend the homeland. Narrations have
the characteristic of making their narrated elements timeless. The act of imagination
means making time timeless and extending elements throughout history from the past
to the future. For example, indeed, the portrait of Mona Lisa has not been painted
more than once and we do not even know exactly who this painted model was, but
"her picture" and the story that the painter gave about her have continued that
character throughout time.

Results and Discussion

Expansion of imagination in the minds of Iranians: Portraits and their political
function.

Jacques Burke considers portraiture as an art genre that is mostly filled with symbolic
meanings, and portraiture is therefore symbolic or symbolic.

The main function of portraits of kings throughout the history of Iran and even
Europe has been to instill a special kind of meaning and identity in the audience of
the portraits. The audience, who were both ambassadors and envoys of other kings'
courts or had a different target society which included the common people. Portraits
or "paintings" in the popular language of the people were among the simplest and, of
course, the most effective tools that the Safavid and Qajar kings used for a kind of
storytelling. These portraits conveyed the message directly to the audience, even if
their audience had the lowest level of understanding, they were unwittingly attracted
by the greatness of the portraits. A writer attributes several characteristics to portraits:
Portraits are not only likenesses or likenesses, they are works of art that are a
reflection of the ruling values of a certain time and place.

Portraits are tied to the concept of identity, instill a set of values, and have a pervasive
presence in people's lives.

Portraits are usually highlighted in cultures where the individual is more valuable
than the group and a kind of heroism and mythology has found a place in the
collective memory of that nation.

Portraits appear on objects that are circulating among the masses of people, such as
coins, seals, banknotes, cloth, pottery, and even newspapers and magazines, and of
course, royal paintings and pictures of political leaders that are generally in places.
They are general and symbolic of the country's installation.

Portraits are one of the main tools for expanding the collective imagination among

people.
Conclusion

We contend that any kind of reading and narration of Iranian history is possible only
in the form of an imaginative vision of Iranian history and the interpretation of the
mentality of Iranians through the lens of political imagination. In this type of reading
of history, which we call the history of the people, it is no longer the official, well-
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known, and classic texts that are used to study the history of Iran, but whatever is the
collective imagination, in other words, the popular imagination of the people. Iran has
given shape of interest. Among all these concepts, according to our opinion, the
position of the king and the royal institution and the performance of Iranian kings
have the main place in the minds of Iranians, which means that Iranians sometimes
institutions do not even have an Iranian state, government, and monarchy, but a set of
characteristics of the Iranian king in its mind. Has always continued with changes.
Therefore, in the collective imagination of Iranians, at least until the constitutional
era, the royal position is a fundamental and inalienable institution. As we have shown,
this royal position revolves around the idea of sacred kingship, which has Iranian,
Greek, Mongolian, Indian, and Islamic roots. We contend that the Iranian kings, on
the one hand, and the Iranian people, on the other hand, with the tools that were
discussed throughout the article, perpetuated the concept of sacred kingship and the
importance of the existence of the king, and this issue is so embedded in the minds of
Iranians that it is still Some of it can be felt. This research shows that the basic
elements that form the concept of the emperor in Iran were not necessarily based on
jurisprudential or Shariah sources or only Iranian texts, but we are facing a complex
tradition in which the emperor was at the center of its continuity, and evolution. This
situation practically changed until the constitutional era and, at the same time as
Iranians and other neighboring countries became familiar with the modern world and,
a little before that, colonialism, and the forces that perpetuated the concept of the
emperor were gradually defeated in battle by the forces that transformed in the minds
of Iranians, and a new idea of the place The king was formed in the minds of Iranians.

Keywords: King, Sacred Kingship, Social Imagination, Continuity.
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